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TOWN OF GREENLAND, NH 
ZONING ORDINANCES 

 
- Record of Amendments - 

 
These Zoning Ordinances were adopted in 1952.  Subsequent amendments, additions/adoptions and 
deletions are as follows: 
 

 
March 14, 2007 

Building Regulations                       Section 1: B (Additional permits)               Amended 
                                                         Section 1: C (Text to be used)                     Added 
                                                         Section 1: D (Amendments to Building  
                                                                               Regulations)                           Amended 
                                                         Section 2: D (State Fire & Building  
                                                                               Code)                                      Amended 
                                                         Section 5: (Fees)                                           Amended 
                                                         Section 6: (Enforcement)                             Amended 
                                                         Section 7: (Administration)                          Amended 
                                                         Section 8: (Appt. of Building Insp.)             Amended 
                                                         Section 9: (Board of Adjustment)                 Amended 
 
Zoning Ordinance                          Article III, 3.7.1 (Backlots)                            Removed 
                                                       (Relocated in the Subdivision Regs. under 4.4.1.1) 
Zoning Ordinance                          Article V, 5.1-5.3.5 (Parking req.)                  Removed 
                                                       (Relocated in the Subdivision & Site Plan Regs.) 
                                         

 
March 11, 2008 

2008:01   Building Regs.                 Section 3: A. 7 (Waivers)                             Amended 
2008:02   Zoning                             Article II: Definitions (Abutter)                   Amended 
2008:03   Zoning                             Article II: Definitions (Airport)                    Amended 
2008:04   Zoning                             Article II: Definitions (Building)                  Amended 
2008:05   Zoning                             Article II: Definitions (Build, Principle)       Amended 
2008:06   Zoning                             Article II: Definitions (Temp. Building)       Amended 
2008:07   Zoning                             Article II: Definitions (Frontage)                  Amended  
2008:08   Zoning                             Article II: Definitions (Highways)                Amended 
2008:09   Zoning                             Article II: Definitions (Home Occup.)          Amended 
2008:10   Zoning                             Article II: Definitions (Junk)                         Amended 
2008:11   Zoning                         Article II: Definitions (Land)                                Amended 
2008:12   Zoning                         Article II: Definitions (Lot Width)                        Amended 
2008:13   Zoning                         Article II: Definitions (Man. Housing)                  Amended 
2008:14   Zoning                         Article II: Definitions (Structure)                          Amended 
2008:15   Zoning                         Article II: Definitions (Temp. Structure)               Amended 
2008:16   Zoning                         Article II: Definitions (Use, Accessory)                Amended 
2008:17   Zoning                         Article II: Definitions (Use)                                  Amended 
2008:18   Zoning                        Article II: Definitions (Use, Principal)                  Amended 
2008:19   Zoning                     Article II: Definitions (Yard, Front)                      Amended 
2008:20   Zoning                      Article II: Definitions (Yard, Rear)                       Amended 
2008:21   Zoning                     Article II: Definitions (Yard, Side)                        Amended 
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Record of Amendments (con’t) 
 
2008:22   Zoning                    Article III: Districts & Uses (Table of Uses)    
                                                (Accessory Dwelling Unit)                                 Added                                                         
2008:23   Zoning                    Article III: Districts & Uses (Table of Uses)                                                          
                                                (Residential Open Space-Conserv. Development)     Added 
2008:24   Zoning                    Article III: Districts & Uses (Table of Uses) 
                                            (Storage within truck bodies, trailers, or cargo vehicles)     Removed 
2008:25   Zoning                    Article III: Districts & Uses  
                                                (Accessory Dwelling Unit)                                    Adopted 
2008:26   Zoning                    Article III: Districts & Uses (Duplexes)                  Adopted 
2008:27   Zoning                    Article VI: Signs (Electronic Signs definition)        Amended 
2008:28   Zoning                    Article VI: Signs (Wall Sign definition)                  Amended 
2008:29   Zoning                    Article VI: Signs (Wall Sign dimension)                 Amended 
2008:30   Zoning                    Article VI: Signs (Electronic Signs prohibited)       Amended 
2008:31   Zoning                    Article XIV: Non Conform Uses (Restorations)      Removed 
2008:32   Zoning                    Article XVII: Board of Adjustment  
                                               (Time limitation for variances & special exceptions)        Added     
2008:33   Zoning                    Article XVIII: Wetlands (Buffer Zone definition)    Removed     
2008:34   Zoning                    Article XVIII: Wetlands (Cond. Use Permits)         Amended    
2008:35   Zoning                    Article XVIII: Wetlands (18.10.1 A)                       Amended 
2008:36   Zoning                    Article XIX: Age Restric. Housing (Units)              Amended 
2008:37   Zoning                    Article XIX: Age Restric. Housing (Bedrooms)      Amended 
2008:38   Zoning                    Article XXVI: Residential Open Space- 
                                               Conserv. Subdivision Development  Ordinance        Adopted 
 

 
March 10, 2009 

2009:01   Zoning  Article I: Authority & Purposes (Sections: 
                                                     1.4-Applicability, 1.5-Severability Clause,  
                                                     1.6-Interpretation)                                                Adopted       
2009:02   Zoning   Article II: Definitions (Accessory Use)                  Adopted 
2009:03   Zoning                      Article II: Definitions (Affordable)                         Adopted 
2009:04   Zoning                      Article II: Definitions (Frontage)                           Amended  
2009:05   Zoning                      Article II: Definitions (Structure)                           Amended 
2009:06   Zoning                      Article II: Definitions (Workforce Housing)           Adopted    
2009:07   Zoning            Article III: Districts & Uses (Table of Uses) 
                                                    Residential Uses-Licensed Family Day Care        Removed 
2009:08   Zoning         Article III: Districts & Uses (Table of Uses) 
                                                    Institutional Uses-Licensed Daycare Facilities- 
                                                    “In accordance with Section 3.7.14”                       Added 
2009:09   Zoning                      Article III: Districts & Uses 
                                                     (Section 3.7.1.5-second paragraph)                      Amended 
2009:10   Zoning                        Article III: Districts & Uses  
                                                    (Child Day Care Facilities)                                  Adopted 
2009:11   Zoning                        Article XV: Misc. Provisions 
                                                     (Section 15.4-Fireworks)                                    Removed 
2009:12   Zoning                        Article XV: Misc. Provisions 
                                                     (Section 15.5-Explosives)                                   Amended 
2009:13   Zoning                        Article XVIII: Wetland Conserv. Area 
                                                     (Section 18.9.3-P.B. Waivers)                             Removed 
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Record of Amendments (con’t) 
 
2009:14   Zoning                         Article XXVI:Res. Open Space Sub. 
                                                      (Density bonus)                                                  Amended 
2009:15   Zoning                         Article XXVII:Small Wind Turbine                     Adopted 
 

2010:01   Zoning  Article I: Authority & Purposes (Add 
March 9, 2010 

                                                     4th

2010:02   Zoning  Article II: Definitions (Agricultural, Farm,  
 Para. to Section: 1.4-Applicability)             Adopted 

                                                     Farming)                                                             Amended 
2010:03   Zoning                        Article II: Definitions (Demolition)                      Adopted 
2010:04   Zoning                         Article III: Districts & Uses (Table of Uses) 
                                                     (Section E: Agricultural/Forest Uses)                  Removed 
2010:05   Zoning                         Article III: Districts & Uses  
                                                     (Section 3.7.5:Storage in truck bodies, 
                                                     Trailer vans or cargo vehicles)(last sentence)     Removed 
2010:06   Zoning                         Article XVI: Enforcement 
                                                     (Section 16.3)                                                       Amended 
2010:07   Zoning                         Article XVI: Enforcement 
                                                     (Section 16.4)                                                        Removed    
2010:08   Zoning                         Article XVII: Board of Adjustment 
                                                     (Section 17.1.1)                                                     Removed            
                                                               

2011:01   Zoning Article II: Definition of Professional Services   Repeal 
March 8, 2011 

2011:02   Zoning Article II: Definition of Business Services   Repeal 
2011:03   Zoning Article II: Definition of Restaurant, Take-Out   Repeal 
2011:04   Zoning Article II: Definition of (Hotel/Motel)    Repeal 
2011:05   Zoning Article II: Definitions      Amend 
2011:06   Zoning Article III: Establishment of Districts (Section 3.1)  Repeal and Re-adopt  
2011:07   Zoning  Article III: Location (Section 3.2)    Repeal and Re-adopt 
2011:08   Zoning Article III: “Commercial” District Purpose (Section 3.4: §3.4.2) Repeal and Re-adopt 
2011:09   Zoning Article III: Use Regulations (Section 3.5: §3.5.1)   Repeal and Re-adopt 
2011:10   Zoning Article III: Table of Uses (Section 3.6)    Repeal and Re-adopt 
2011:11   Zoning Article III: Supplemental Use Provisions (Section 3.7)  Repeal and Re-adopt 
2011:12   Zoning Article IV: Dimensional Requirements (Section 4.1.3)  Repeal and Replace 
2011:13   Zoning Article IV: Letter “C”: (Section 4.2)    Repeal and Replace 

“Table of Dimensional Requirement Zones”; replace with  
Commercial District letters (CA), (CB), and (CC)  

2011:14   Zoning Article IV: Dimensional Requirements - Letter “h”  Repeal and replace 
2011:15   Zoning Article IV: Dimensional Requirements    Added 

Add new letter “j”  
2011:16   Zoning Article XV: Conversions, (Section 15.1)    Repeal 
2011:17   Zoning Appendix A:  Zoning Descriptions     Repeal and Re-adopt 

(Sections 3.2.1, 3.2.1.1,  3.2.1.2, 3.2.1.3, 3.2.1.4) 
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GREENLAND ZONING ORDINANCE 

ARTICLE I  
AUTHORITY AND PURPOSES

  
  

1.1      AUTHORITY
 

  

This  Ordinance is enacted in accordance with the authority conferred in Chapters 672, 673, 674, 675, 
676, and 677 of the Revised Statutes Annotated (RSA) and subsequent amendments thereto and is 
hereby adopted by the voters of the Town of Greenland, New Hampshire in official meeting convened. 
 
1.2      PURPOSES
  

  

The purposes of this Ordinance are to promote the health, safety, morals, convenience and general 
welfare of the inhabitants of the Town of Greenland, to protect and conserve the value of property, to 
encourage the most appropriate use of land throughout the Town, and to promote efficiency and 
economy in the process of development by securing safety from fire, panic and other dangers, by 
providing adequate areas between buildings and various rights-of-way, by preserving the character of 
the Town, and by promoting good civic design and arrangements, wise and efficient expenditure of 
public funds, and the adequate provision of public utilities and other public requirements, and by other 
means.  
 

  
1.3      TITLE  

This Ordinance shall be known as the "Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Greenland, New Hampshire."  
 
1.4   APPLICABILITY 
 

(Adopted 2009:01, Amended 2010) 

This Zoning Ordinance shall apply to: 
 

• All buildings and structures erected, reconstructed, altered, enlarged, or relocated subsequent to 
the effective date of this Ordinance or subsequent amendments thereto; 

• The use of any building, structure, or land which differs from its use prior to the effective date 
of this Ordinance or any subsequent amendment thereto; and 

• Any land subdivided subsequent to the effective date of this Ordinance or any subsequent 
amendment thereto. 

• The recordation of condominium instruments as defined in RSA 356-B, which would result in a 
subdivision, as defined in RSA 672:14, of the submitted land, whether such land is 
unimproved, the conversion of an existing building or structure, an existing condominium unit, 
convertible land, or convertible space. (Added 2010) (2010:01) 
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1.5 SEVERABILITY CLAUSE 
 

(Adopted 2009:01) 

If any Section, clause, provision, portion or phrase of this Ordinance shall, for any reason, be held 
invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not affect, impair 
or invalidate any other Section, clause, provision, portion or phrase of this Ordinance. (Note: Instead of 
including this language in a new Section 1.5, this suggested language may alternately be used to 
replace present inadequate language contained in Article XXII entitled “Saving Clause”). 
 
 
1.6 INTERPRETATIION 
 

(Adopted 2009:01) 

In interpreting and provision of the Ordinance, it shall be held as the minimum requirement adopted 
for the promotion of the public health, safety and general welfare of the Town of Greenland.  
Whenever any provision of this Ordinance is deemed to be in conflict with any other provision of the 
Ordinance or the requirements of any other adopted Ordinance, Regulation, Rule or Law, the most 
restrictive, or that imposing the highest standard, shall control pursuant to the provisions of RSA 
676:14.  
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ARTICLE II 

Amended 2011:05  
DEFINITIONS 

 
For the purpose of this  Ordinance, certain terms are defined as provided in this Article. 
For any word or term not defined in this Ordinance, the definition, if any, given in the Statutes of the State of 
New Hampshire shall apply.  Terms and words not specifically defined in this Ordinance or under applicable 
Statute shall be construed to have their common meaning.  The words “shall” and “will” are to be considered 
mandatory.  The word “may” is permissive.  The present tense includes the future tense, the singular tense 
includes the plural tense, and the plural the singular.   
 
ABUTTER: As defined by RSA 672:3 - Abutter. – "Abutter'' means any person whose property is located in 
New Hampshire and adjoins or is directly across the street or stream from the land under consideration by the 
local land use board. For purposes of receiving testimony only, and not for purposes of notification, the term 
""abutter'' shall include any person who is able to demonstrate that his land will be directly affected by the 
proposal under consideration. For purposes of receipt of notification by a municipality of a local land use board 
hearing, in the case of an abutting property being under a condominium or other collective form of ownership, 
the term abutter means the officers of the collective or association, as defined in RSA 356-B:3, XXIII. For 
purposes of receipt of notification by a municipality of a local land use board hearing, in the case of an abutting 
property being under a manufactured housing park form of ownership as defined in RSA 205-A:1, II, the term 
""abutter'' includes the manufactured housing park owner and the tenants who own manufactured housing which 
adjoins or is directly across the street or stream from the land under consideration by the local land use board. 
(2008:02) 
 
ACCESSORY USE:  A use or a structure subordinate to the principal use of a lot, or of a principal building on 
the same lot, and serving a purpose clearly incidental to a permitted use of the lot or of the building and which 
accessory use or structure is compatible with the permitted uses or structures authorized under zoning 
regulations applicable to the parcel.  (Adopted 2009:02)   
 
AFFORDABLE:  Per RSA 674 as amended. (Adopted 2009:03) 
 
AGRICULTURE,  FARM, FARMING:  Shall mean “agricultural”, “farm”, “farming” as defined by RSA 
21:34-a, as amended. (Amended 2010) (2010:02) 
 
AIRPORT: As defined by RSA 424:1 I - "Airport'' means any area of land or water, whether constructed or not, 
which has been approved by the commissioner as a site for the landing and taking-off of aircraft or utilized or to 
be utilized by the public as a point of arrival or departure by air.  (2008:03) 
 
ALTER/ALTERATION: Any alteration of a building or a fabricated  structure means a change, rearrangement, 
or addition involving the original structural parts, or significant changes, or additions to the plumbing, gas 
piping, electrical wiring, or HVAC (heating, ventilation, or air conditioning) installations.  Such alterations are 
not to be confused with  repairs (See Definitions - Repair).   

             
            AUTO  TRAILER, TOURIST  CAMP AND PARK SITES:  A "tourist camp" or "tourist park" is any location or 

place where two or more overnight cabins,  tents or trailers are located, or any premises designed or intended for 
the purpose of supplying to the public a location for overnight cabins, so-called, tents or trailers.   
 

           AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE STATION: Any  building, land area, or other premises, or portion thereof, used for 
the retail dispensing or sales of motor vehicle fuels ; the servicing and  repair of motor vehicles;   and the sale 
and installation of lubricants, tires, batteries, and similar  vehicle components.  In addition, an Automotive 
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Service Station may be engaged in the retail sale of convenience goods, food and beverage items, newspapers 
and periodicals, and the like. 
 

            BACKLOT: A lot having not less than 20 feet of frontage through which a privately owned and maintained 
driveway is constructed for the purpose of providing access to said lot which is otherwise platted in a manner 
which conforms to the requirements of Section 4.4.1 of the Subdivision Regulations.   
 

            BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENT: An owner-occupied residence which provides overnight 
accommodations and a morning meal to transients for compensation.  For the purposes of this ordinance such a 
residence shall have not more than six rooms available for such use and shall accommodate no more than twelve 
transients. 

            
            BUILDING: Any structure used or intended for supporting or sheltering any use or occupancy. (2008:04) 

 
 BUILDING, ACCESSORY/STRUCTURE: A building or structure, detached from but located on the same lot, 

which is customarily incidental and subordinate to the principal building. 
 
BUILDING, PRINCIPLE:  A building within which the principal use of the lot is conducted. (2008:05) 
 
TEMPORARY, BUILDING: Buildings erected for a period of less than 180 days. (2008:06) 
 

            BUILDING COVERAGE: The aggregate of the maximum horizontal cross section are of all buildings on the  lot 
including accessory buildings but excluding cornices, eaves, or gutters projecting not more than thirty (30) 
inches.   Structures less than eighteen (18) inches above ground level shall not be included in calculating 
building coverage.  
 
BUILDING FOOTPRINT: The shape and orientation of the ground floor outline of a building at finish  
grade. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 

            BUILDING HEIGHT: The vertical distance measured from the average level of the grade at the building line to 
the highest point of the roof, excluding chimneys, ventilators, silos, and other accessory features required above 
the roof.  
 
BUILDING INSPECTOR: The duly appointed building inspector, or any other duly designated agent,  
as appointed by the Board of Selectmen.  Such agent(s) shall possess and be vested with all the rights,  
authority, responsibility and protections according the building inspector within the jurisdiction of  
his/her appointment by the Selectmen. 
 
BUSINESS OFFICE: A place of business where clerical duties are performed. (Added May 8, 2011) 

 
 BUSINESS SERVICES: (Repealed 2011:2) 
 
            BULK STORAGE: The storage of chemicals, petroleum products, earth materials, agricultural products and 

other materials for subsequent use or resale to distributors or retail dealers.   
 
            CAMPING PARTIES: Individuals or groups which use the facilities of a  camping area for recreation or 

pleasure, not as a permanent  dwelling, so as not to add to the  school or general population of the Town of 
Greenland. 
 

           CAMPS: Camps shall be considered buildings of such a nature that they may be used for recreational purposes 
during seasonal parts of the year. 
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           CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY: A statement signed by the  Building Inspector setting forth either that a  
building or  structure complies with this Ordinance or that a building, structure or parcel of land may lawfully be 
occupied for specified uses or both.  
 
CLINICS: A facility providing care and treatment for sick or injured human patients, not including a medical 
office, hospital or substance abuse treatment facility. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 

Outpatient: A clinic providing care and treatment on an outpatient basis, including ambulatory care or 
similar medical services that generally require a stay of less than 24 hours that does not include 
overnight care facilities. 

 
Inpatient: A clinic that may include overnight care facilities. 

 
            CONDOMINIUMS: Any conversion or development of land or existing structure(s) or new structure(s) into 

more than one separately owned, leased, or time-shared sites or units for human use, residency or occupancy and 
this definition shall be deemed to incorporate the condominium  definitions of RSA Chapter 356-B into all 
applicable articles of this Zoning Ordinance.   
 
CONVENIENCE GOODS: A retail establishment offering for sale prepackaged food products, household items 
and other goods. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 

           CORNER LOT: A lot situated at the intersection of two or more  streets.   
 

COTTAGE INDUSTRY: An occupation or business activity which: (Added March 8, 2011) 
 

a. Is conducted  completely within a detached single family dwelling and/or any accessory structure 
located upon the same lot by a resident of the dwelling, 

b. Is subordinate to the residential use, and uses the smaller of 50 per cent or 1,000 square feet of the 
interior area of the dwelling,   

c. Has no more than two non-resident persons who travel to the site at the same or similar times in 
order to conduct the activity, such that no more than three persons are conducting the activity at the 
location at the same time, 

d. Results in no modification to the residential structure or any accessory outbuilding that is not 
customary for such a structure in its neighborhood or zone, 

e. Does not offend the neighborhood or abutters by emitting dust, electrical interference, fumes, lights, 
noise, odors, smoke, refuse matter, or other environmental contaminants.  

f. Has no materials, products used in the activity, or finished goods stored outside in a manner which 
is visible from the street or any adjoining residential property; and  

g. Which complies with other conditions imposed by the Greenland Planning Board following a site 
review conducted in accordance with Section 3.7 of this ordinance. 

 
            DEMOLITION:  The razing, pulling-down or removing entirely or in part, any or all sections of a building.  

Demolition involved with an active building permit will not require a separate permit. (Adopted 2010) (2010:03) 
 
            DUPLEX: A building designed and/or used for  residential purposes and containing two principal dwelling units, 

separated by a common interior or garage wall and supported with a common concrete foundation.   
 

DWELLING: One residential structure for living purposes.   
             
            DWELLING UNIT – A single unit providing complete and independent living facilities for one or more persons, 

including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation.   
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ELECTRONICS MANUFACTURING: Research and development, engineering and manufacturing of 
electronic products and components, including communications equipment, data systems equipment and 
precision instruments; pharmaceutical, medical and dental supplies and equipment; architectural and engineering 
supplies and equipment; and additive research. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 

            EXCAVATION: Excavation means a land area which is used, or has been used, for the  commercial taking of 
earth, including all slopes, pursuant to RSA 155-E:1.   
 
FAST FOOD RESTAURANT: A restaurant where food or beverage is sold for consumption on-site or  
off-premises within a short period of time, orders are made at either a walk-up window or counter,  
payment is made prior to consumption, and packaging of food is done in disposable containers, or is  
otherwise not a “full service restaurant.” A fast food restaurant may provide, as secondary activities,  
delivery service or related retail sales items and may include drive-through customer service. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 
FINANCIAL SERVICES OFFICE: An office associated with the operation of a financial institution that 
provides banking, lending, or investment services, but does not include teller services, automated teller 
machines, or similar high-volume customer functions. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 
FOOD PROCESSING: The preparation or processing of food or beverage products, but not including  
consumption on the premises. Examples include bakeries, dairies, canneries, bottling plants and similar  
businesses. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 
FRONTAGE:  The length of the lot bordering on and providing access to a Class V (or better) highway but 
excluding limited or restricted access highways, or a street, as defined and as used in Title LXIV, Planning and 
Zoning, of the Revised Statutes Annotated, shown on a plat approved by the Planning Board. Footage 
requirements specified in Article IV, Dimensional Requirements, of this Ordinance shall be contiguous. In the 
case of corner lots, frontage and front lot lines shall mean the dimensions and lines on both intersecting streets. 
(Adopted 1995) (Amended 2008) (Amended 2009:04) 
 
FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT: A restaurant where prepared food or beverage is sold for consumption on the 
premises, customers are provided an individual menu, and a restaurant employee serves customers at the same 
table or counter where the items are consumed. A full-service restaurant may also provide, as secondary 
activities, delivery service, take out service (except drive-up customer service) or related retail sales items. 
(Added May 8, 2011) 
 
GENERAL MANUFACTURING: A facility for industrial use that is not classified as light industry, electronics 
manufacturing, or research and development. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 
GOLF COURSE: An area of land laid out for playing of the game of golf outdoors with a series of not fewer 
than nine (9) holes, having an average distance of one hundred forty (140) yards for each hole.  A golf course 
may include customary  accessory structures and uses including a clubhouse, swimming and tennis facilities, 
maintenance and storage structures.   
 
HIGHWAYS: Shall be defined pursuant to RSA 229:1 and classified pursuant to RSA 229:5 - Highways are 
only such as are laid out in the mode prescribed therefore by statute, or roads which have been constructed for 
public travel over land which has been conveyed to a city or town or to the state by deed of a fee or easement 
interest, or roads which have been dedicated to the public use and accepted by the city or town in which such 
roads are located, or roads which have been used as such for public travel, other than travel to and from a toll 
bridge or ferry, for 20 years prior to January 1, 1968, and shall include the bridges thereon.(2008:08) 
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HOME OCCUPATION:  An occupation or business activity which: (Amended March 8, 2011) 
a. Is conducted  completely within a dwelling and/or any accessory structure located upon the same lot 

by a resident of the dwelling,  
b. Is subordinate to the residential use, and uses the smaller of 40 per cent or 800 square feet of the 

interior area of the dwelling,   
c. Has no non-resident person who travels to the site in order to conduct the activity,  
d. Results in no modification to the residential structure or any accessory outbuilding that is not 

customary for such a structure in its neighborhood or zone, 
e. Does not offend the neighborhood or abutters by emitting dust, electrical interference, fumes, lights, 

noise, odors, smoke, refuse matter, or other environmental contaminants. 
f. Does not result in more than two vehicles used in the activity to be parked or stored upon the 

premises. No such vehicle shall exceed seven thousand five hundred pounds gross vehicle weight,   
g. Is not advertised by any signage upon a structure, other than an unlit sign which is no greater than 4 

square feet in size,  
h. Has no materials, products, or finished goods used in the activity stored outside in a manner which 

is visible from the street or any adjoining residential property, 
i. Does not require delivery or pickup services by vehicles in excess of two axles, or more frequently 

than two visits per day; and   
j. Does not have more than four customer visits to the premises in an 8 hour period.  

 
HOSPITAL: A facility licensed to provide care and treatment for sick or injured patients, primarily while they 
are acutely ill or chronically ill, containing facilities for diagnostic treatment and major surgery, and providing 
nursing care 24 hours a day. The term does not include nursing home, rest home, home for the aged, sanatorium, 
convalescent hospital or facility for treating alcohol or drug abuse, or beds set aside for any of these purposes in 
a hospital. The term includes a psychiatric hospital but does not include a psychiatric hospital for the care and 
treatment of the criminally insane. A hospital may include other uses customarily associated with the principal 
use, including medical offices, pharmacies, gift shops and cafeterias. (See also: clinic, residential care facility.) 
(Added May 8, 2011) 

 
HOTEL: A building in which the primary use is transient lodging accommodations offered to the public on a 
daily rate for compensation and where ingress and egress to the sleeping rooms is made primarily through an 
inside lobby or office, supervised by a person in charge at all hours. Such facilities may include, where allowed, 
such accessory uses as restaurants, bars, taverns, nightclubs, function rooms, places of public assembly or 
recreational facilities. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 
HOTEL/MOTEL: (Repealed 2011:4) 
 

            IMPERMEABLE SUBSTRATUM/LAYER - (NH DES Env-WS 1002.21 - Feb 97 ed) - means any subsurface 
material which is relatively impervious such as hard pan, clay, slate-like materials and other materials having a 
perc rate of greater than 60 minutes/inch.   
 
INDOOR RECREATION FACILITY: An indoor facility, with or without seating for spectators, and  
providing accommodations for a variety of individual, organized, or franchised sports, including but  
not limited to basketball, ice hockey, wrestling, soccer, tennis, volleyball, racquetball, handball, and  
bowling. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 

            INN: A  building with no more than twelve (12)  bedrooms, now or formerly used as a residence, which is used 
for  commercial purposes for the housing and feeding of transients and offers dining to the general public. 
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            JUNK: Unregistered motor  vehicles no longer intended or in condition for legal use on the public highways; 
used parts of motor vehicles or old iron, metal, glass, paper, cordage, or other waste, or discarded or second-
hand material which has been a part, or intended to be a part of any motor vehicle ; and/or any machinery, scrap 
metal or other worn, cast off, or discarded articles or materials ready for destruction or collected or stored for 
salvage or conversion to some use, the accumulation of which is detrimental or injurious to the neighborhood. 
(2008:10) 

 
JUNK YARD: Per RSA 236:112 I - "Junk yard'' means a place used for storing and keeping, or storing and 
selling, trading, or otherwise transferring old or scrap copper, brass, rope, rags, batteries, paper, trash, rubber 
debris, waste, or junked, dismantled, or wrecked motor vehicles, or parts thereof, iron, steel, or other old or 
scrap ferrous or nonferrous material. As used in this subdivision, the term includes, but is not limited to, the 
following types of junk yards:  
 (a) Automotive recycling yards, meaning a motor vehicle junk yard, as identified in subparagraph (c), the 
primary purpose of which is to salvage multiple motor vehicle parts and materials for recycling or reuse;  
 (b) Machinery junk yards, as defined in paragraph III; and 
 (c) Motor vehicle junk yards, meaning any place, not including the principal place of business of any motor 
vehicle dealer registered with the director of motor vehicles under RSA 261:104 and controlled under RSA 
236:126, where the following are stored or deposited in a quantity equal in bulk to 2 or more motor vehicles:  
(1) Motor vehicles which are no longer intended or in condition for legal use according to their original purpose 
including motor vehicles purchased for the purpose of dismantling the vehicles for parts or for use of the metal 
for scrap; and/or  
(2) Used parts of motor vehicles or old iron, metal, glass, paper, cordage, or other waste or discarded or 
secondhand material which has been a part, or intended to be a part, of any motor vehicle.   

             
            Any space more than 500 sq. ft. in area, outside a building, used for storage, keeping, processing, salvaging or  

abandonment of junk.  
 
LAND:  As defined by RSA 21:21 - I. The words "land,'' "lands'' or "real estate'' shall include lands, tenements, 
and hereditaments, and all rights thereto and interests therein.  II. Manufactured housing as defined by RSA 
674:31 shall be included in the term ""real estate.'' (2008:11) 
 
LANDSCAPE SERVICES: A business principally engaged in the decorative and functional alteration,  
planting, and maintenance of grounds. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 
LIGHT INDUSTRY: A facility that (a) works predominantly with previously prepared, manufactured,  
or processed materials or parts; (b) may include assembly, fabrication, accessory research and  
development, office uses, most high technology production, packaging, or combinations of such uses;  
(c) does not result in significant noise, glare, odor, dust, smoke, or vibration which could be detectable  
beyond the building. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 

            LOT: The whole area of a single parcel of land, whether buildable or not, with any amount of square footage and 
ascertainable boundaries as shown or defined on a recorded instrument or defined by metes and bounds, 
undivided by a  street.   

 
             LOT AREA: The extent in square feet of the surface of a lot.  The lot area shall not include any part of the street 

upon which the lot fronts or abuts.  
 

            LOT LINES: The lines bounding a lot, and dividing the lot from other lots, streets, or land.  
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             LOT OF RECORD: A lot which is described in a deed which has been lawfully recorded in the County Registry 
of Deeds prior to the enactment of town zoning (April 17, 1952), or which, if not so deeded, is a lot which is 
part of a  subdivision plan which has been lawfully recorded in the County Registry of Deeds.   

             LOT WIDTH: The horizontal distance between the side lot lines as measured along the entire lot depth, and 
parallel to the street line. (2008:12) 
 
 
MANUFACTURED HOUSING/MOBILE HOMES: As defined by RSA 674:31-As used in this subdivision, 
""manufactured housing'' means any structure, transportable in one or more sections, which, in the traveling 
mode, is 8 body feet or more in width and 40 body feet or more in length, or when erected on site, is 320 square 
feet or more, and which is built on a permanent chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling with or without a 
permanent foundation when connected to required utilities, which include plumbing, heating and electrical 
heating systems contained therein. Manufactured housing as defined in this section shall not include presite built 
housing as defined in RSA 674:31-a. (2008:13)    
 
MEDICAL OFFICE: An office of a physician, dentist, psychologist, optometrist or other licensed  
health care provider, which does not include any hospital or ambulatory surgical care facilities. (Added May 8,  
2011) 
 
MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT: Development that includes primary non-residential and primary  
residential uses on the same development site or in the same building. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 
MOTOR VEHICLE JUNK YARD: As defined by RSA 236:112 I (b) - "Machinery junk yard'' means any yard 
or field used as a place of storage in which there is displayed to the public view, junk machinery or scrap metal 
that occupies an area of 500 square feet. 
 
MULTI-FAMILY: A building or structure containing a maximum of 5 dwelling units, each designed  
for occupancy by an individual household. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 

             NON-CONFORMING BUILDING OR STRUCTURE: A lawfully constructed building or structure that does 
not comply with the development regulations for the zoning district in which it exists, but which was in 
compliance with all applicable regulations existing at the time of construction.   
 

            NON-CONFORMING LOT OF RECORD: A lot, properly recorded at the Rockingham County Registry of 
Deeds, which lawfully existed prior to the adoption, revision or amendment of this ordinance, but which fails 
because of said adoption, revision or amendment, to conform to the dimension requirements of the district in 
which it is located.   
 

            NON-CONFORMING USE: Any lawful use of buildings, structures, premises, land or parts thereof existing as 
of the effective date of this ordinance, or amendment thereto, and not in conformance with the provisions of this 
ordinance, shall be considered a non-conforming use.   
 

            OCCUPANCY: The use of a structure, room or enclosed space designed for human habitation in which 
individuals congregate for amusement, education or similar purposes, or in which occupants are engaged at 
labor, where the structure room or enclosed space is equipped with means of egress, light, and ventilation 
facilities meeting the requirements of the Town’s Building Ordinance.   
 

            OPEN SPACE: An open area from the ground upward and open to the sky on the same lot with a building, 
structure and constructed surfaces.  Open space does not include parking areas, driveways and other surfaces 
prepared for vehicular use and/or storage.   
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OUTDOOR RECREATION FACILITY: An area designed and intended to be used for active outdoor  
recreation, including but not limited to athletic fields, tennis courts and swimming pools; but not  
including activities involving the use of motorized equipment, and not including amusement parks,  
theme parks, water parks or similar establishments. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 

            PERMANENT RESIDENTS: A  family shall be considered permanent residents when they have used any 
building continuously as a residence for a period of six months or more. 
 
 
PERSONAL SERVICES: Establishments providing frequent or recurrent services related to personal  
needs, and including accessory retail sales of products related to the services offered. Examples include  
beauty and barber shops, nail salons, tanning salons, clothing rental, tailors, dry cleaning pick-up  
shops, shoe repair shops, and similar businesses. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 
PROFESSIONAL OFFICE: A facility housing the offices of one or more persons or associations of  
persons, providing professional services characterized by a high level of training or proficiency in a  
particular pursuit, study, or science, such as but not limited to psychiatry, law, engineering, real estate,  
or land use planning. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: (Repealed 2011:1) 
 

            RECREATIONAL CAMPING: The use for pleasure or recreation of any facilities of a recreational camping 
area. 
 

            RECREATIONAL CAMPING AREA: Any area or tract of land used to accommodate two or more camping 
parties, including  tents, camp  trailers, or other camping outfits which are not used as permanent dwelling by 
the camping parties. 

 
REPAIR: Replacement or mending of parts already existing but in a state of deterioration with equivalent 
materials and for the purpose of maintaining their quality. 
 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATE AND BUSINESS OFFICES (See size limitation in 
definition also see zoning 3.7.8): Laboratories and related facilities for research, development and testing, 
excluding biological or chemical laboratories and high hazard uses. Prototype production facilities and related 
assembly of high technology equipment or components may be included, but shall not exceed 40 percent of the 
gross floor area of the building. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 
RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITY: A facility providing room and board together with continuing medical or 
nursing supervision, or medical care or treatment, but not including a facility that is primarily for the provision 
of alcohol, drug abuse or mental health services. Examples include nursing home, rest home, convalescent 
home, rehabilitation hospital, and hospice. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 

            RESTAURANT: An establishment where food and drink are prepared, served and consumed primarily within 
the principal building. 

 
 RESTAURANT, TAKE-OUT: (Repealed 2011:3) 
         

RETAIL BANK: An office associated with the operation of a financial institution that provides walk- 
in and/or drive-in teller services to customers primarily for depository banking and related services. (Added May  
8, 2011) 
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RETAIL SALES: The sale or rental of goods or merchandise directly to the consumer, including  
services incidental to the sale of such goods or merchandise, but excluding sale or rental of motor 
vehicles, recreational vehicles, marine craft and manufactured housing. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 
RIGHT-OF-WAY: Includes all Town, State and Federal highways and the land on either side of same as 
covered by statutes to determine the widths of  rights-of-way. 
 
SEPTIC SYSTEM: A self-contained sewage system that distributes wastewater to an underground storage area 
and relies on bacterial action to decompose solid waste matter.  A septic system includes storage tanks, piping, 
leach fields and any other associated materials external of the structure.  
 
SHOPPING CENTER: An integrated group of commercial establishments that is planned, developed, owned 
and managed as a unit. Uses in a shopping center may be in one or more buildings and on one or more lots, 
provided that all buildings and lots are developed with a unified approach to access and circulation, parking, 
truck loading, vehicular entrances and exits, drainage, utilities, and management of landscaped and buffer areas. 
(Added May 8, 2011) 
 
SPECIAL EXCEPTION: A use permitted within a zoning district only after a determination by the  Board of 
Adjustment, made at a public hearing, that certain conditions as specified in the Zoning Ordinance have been 
met.   
STORY: That part of a  building or  structure comprised between a floor and the floor or roof next above it.   
 
STREET: As defined by RSA 672:13 -  “Street'' means, relates to and includes street, avenue, boulevard, road, 
lane, alley, viaduct, highway, freeway and other ways.   
 
STRUCTURE: Anything that is built or constructed excluding driveways, boundary walls not over four feet in 
height or boundary fences not over six feet in height, the use of which requires location on the ground or 
attachment to something on the ground.  (Amended 2008:14, 2009:05) 
  
TEMPORARY STRUCTURE:  Structures erected for a period of less than 180 days. (2008:15) 
 
TENT AND TRAILER, OVERNIGHT CABIN: Overnight Cabin, Tent and Trailer under this Ordinance shall 
be construed to include any building or unit of a larger building, tent, house car, automobile trailer,  mobile 
home or other similar structure or device used for or adaptable to use for living quarters. 
 
TRANSIENT: A temporary lodger; a person without permanent residence who lives in a rented room. 
 
TRUCK STOP: Any building or land upon which a business, service, or industry involving the maintenance, 
servicing, storage, or  repair of  commercial  vehicles is conducted or rendered, including the dispensing of 
motor fuels directly into motor vehicles.  Truck stops may also include the sale of accessories or equipment for 
trucks and similar commercial vehicles; overnight  parking areas and accommodations and restaurant facilities 
for truck crews or unrelated patrons.  
 
USE, ACCESSORY:  A use which exists on the same lot and which is customarily incidental and subordinate to 
the principal use. (2008:16) 

USE:  The purpose for which a building, lot, sign or other structure is arranged, intended, designed, occupied or 
maintained. (2008:17) 
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USE, PRINCIPAL: The main or primary purpose for which a structure or lot is designed, arranged or intended, 
or for which it may be used, occupied or maintained under this Ordinance. Any other use within the main 
structure or the use of any other structure or land on the same lot and incidental or supplementary to the 
principal use and permitted under this Ordinance shall be considered an Accessory Use. (2008:18) 
 
VARIANCE: A deviation from the terms and conditions of this Ordinance permitted by the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment pursuant to the powers vested in it by and in accordance with the provisions of RSA 674:33.  
 
VETERINARY CARE: An establishment for the diagnosis and treatment of animals, which may  
include animal boarding or animal crematory as accessory uses. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 
WAREHOUSING:  A use engaged in storage, wholesale, and distribution of manufactured products, supplies, 
and equipment, excluding bulk storage of materials that are inflammable or explosive or that present hazards or 
conditions commonly recognized as offensive. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 
WETLANDS: means an area that is inundated or saturated by surface water or groundwater at a frequency and 
duration sufficient to support, and that under normal conditions does support, a prevalence of vegetation 
typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. 
 
The location of wetland boundary in any particular case must be determined through onsite inspection by a New 
Hampshire Certified Wetland Scientist.  
 
Areas considered with the same protections as wetlands shall include poorly and very poorly drained soils, and 
the borders of tidal  marshes of the Winnicut River and Great Bay.  Said borders are hereby defined as those 
areas adjacent to the Winnicut River and Great Bay with elevations of eight (8) feet or less above mean sea level 
(National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929).  
 
WHOLESALE USE: A facility that sells goods and materials to customers who are other business entities or 
that sells by mail. Unless specifically allowed in the Table of Use regulations, wholesale uses do not include 
retail sales or direct sales to consumers. (Added May 8, 2011) 
 
WORKFORCE HOUSING: Per RSA 674 as amended. (Adopted 2009:06) 
 
YARD, FRONT–An open unoccupied space within and extending the full width of the lot, between the street 
property line and the closest part of a structure nearest to such street line. In the case of a corner lot which has 
frontage on two (2) streets, the yard areas abutting both streets shall be considered front yards for setback 
purposes. (2008:19) 

 
YARD, REAR–An open unoccupied space within and extending the full width of the lot, between the rear lot 
line and the closest part of the structure nearest to such lot line. (2008:20) 
 
YARD, SIDE–An open unoccupied space within the lot between the side lot line, not a street line, and the parts 
of the structure nearest to such lot line. (2008:21) 
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The following pages are  
ARTICLE III 

(Amended 2011) 
ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS AND USES 

 
3.1      ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS
 

  (Repeal & Re-adopt 2011:6) 

For the purpose of this Ordinance, the Town of Greenland is hereby divided into the following 
districts:  
 

District Name        Abbreviation
   Residential        R 

   

   Commercial A           CA 
  Commercial B        CB 
  Commercial C        CC 
  Industrial             I  
  Floodplain Management District (overlay)             FM 

        (Rev. 3/91) 
   Aquifer Protection District (overlay)            APD 

        (Rev. 3/92) 
 
3.2      LOCATION 
  

(Repeal & Re-adopt 2011:7) 

Said districts are located and bounded as shown on a map, dated ________, 2011, entitled Zoning 
Map, Town of Greenland, New Hampshire, copies of which are on file with the Town Clerk and may 
be obtained in the Town Offices. The Zoning Map, with all explanatory material thereon, is hereby 
made a part of this Ordinance and may be reissued by the Planning Board to incorporate such 
amendments as may be made by the Town Meeting. This official Zoning Map shall be the final 
authority as to the current zoning status of land in the Town. For the purpose of this Ordinance, the 
Town of Greenland is divided into the following districts as shown on the Official Zoning Map filed 
with the Town Clerk and dated March ___, 2011; 
  

  
3.3      INTERPRETATION OF DISTRICT BOUNDS 

The location of district boundary lines shown upon the Zoning Map shall be determined as follows:  
 

3.3.1 Where a boundary is shown as following a street or utility, the boundary shall be the center line 
thereof unless otherwise indicated.  

 

3.3.2 Where a boundary is shown outside of a street or utility and is approximately parallel thereto, it 
shall be deemed parallel to the nearest line thereof and the figure placed on the Zoning Map 
between the boundary and such line shall be the distance in feet between them, as measured at a 
right angle from such line unless otherwise indicated.  

 

3.3.3 Where a boundary is shown as following a watercourse, the boundary shall coincide with the 
center line thereof as said center line existed at the date of the Zoning Map.  

 

3.3.4 Where a boundary apparently follows a property line, it shall be interpreted as such.  Such 
property line shall be interpreted as one existing at the time of enactment of this Ordinance.   
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3.3.5 Where a district boundary line divides a lot, either zoning district shall be interpreted as 
extending up to fifty (50) feet into the adjacent district.  

3.4      DISTRICT PURPOSES
The following purposes are hereby established for each of the districts:  

 (Repeal & Re-adopt 2011:08) 

  

3.4.1 Residential.  The intent of this district is to provide for open space conservation, agricultural use, and 
predominantly low density residential development on individual lots, which can be accommodated on 
the land without major disruptions of the natural terrain, vegetation, watercourses or surface drainage 
and which would not customarily have Town water.  

  
3.4.2 Commercial District A.  The intent of this district is to permit general commercial uses that are modest 

in size, promote traditional New England architecture, and limit traffic hazards  in areas on streets with 
high traffic volumes. The intent of this zone is also to buffer abutting residential neighborhoods from 
disturbance and disruption.  

 
3.4.2.1 Commercial District B: The intent of this district is to provide a transition zone along Route 33 from 

areas of larger size, higher traffic generating commercial development to areas of modest size, lower 
traffic generating commercial development. The intent of this zone is to emphasize continuity with 
traditional New England architecture as well as buffer abutting residential neighborhoods from 
disturbance and disruption. 

 
3.4.2.2 Commercial District C: The intent of this district is to allow for the development of large scale, high 

traffic generating commercial development in areas where transportation, water and sewer infrastructure 
is suitable for the intended use. The intent of this zone is to emphasize continuity with traditional New 
England architecture as well as buffer abutting residential neighborhoods from disturbance and 
disruption.   

 
3.4.3 Industrial.  The intent of this district is to provide areas for research and development, manufacturing, 

processing, assembly, wholesaling, and transportation-oriented activities and related services as trucking 
and warehousing providing that such uses are determined not to be injurious or  hazardous to the public 
health, safety, and/or welfare.  Furthermore, the intent of the district is to reserve suitable land for the 
expansion of existing industry and location of new industry and to enhance economic development and 
employment.  

  
3.4.4 Floodplain Management District (overlay).  The intent of this district is to maintain the flood carrying 

capacity of the surface waters of Greenland by discouraging the alteration of floodways, and by 
promoting building practices within the Town's flood hazard areas which are consistent with minimizing 
flood damage to land and buildings. 

 
3.4.5 Aquifer Protection District (overlay).  The intent of this district is to protect, preserve and maintain 

existing and future potential groundwater supplies and related groundwater recharge areas within Town. 
 
3.5      USE REGULATIONS
3.5.1 The Table of Uses, Section 3.6, specifies the uses that are permitted by right, are permitted by special 

exception, are permitted by conditional use permit, or are prohibited. Permitted uses are designated in 
the Table with a P; uses which require the granting of a special exception by the Board of Adjustment 
are designated with an S; uses which require the granting of a conditional use permit by the Planning 
Board are designated with a CU; and prohibited uses are designated with an N. Any use that is not 
specifically permitted is prohibited. 

 (Repeal & Re-adopt 2011:09) 

 
 3.5.2 All uses illustrated in Section 3.6 shall be subject to the limitations delineated in other Sections of this 

Ordinance.  In cases of conflict, the more restrictive interpretation shall apply.  
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3.5.3 All buildings or structures hereafter erected, reconstructed, altered, enlarged, or moved, or all future 
uses of premises in the Town of Greenland shall be in conformity with the use regulations of this 
Ordinance.  Any building, structure, or land shall not be used for any manner other than is permitted in 
the district in which it is located.  

 
 3.5.4 A permit for the construction, alteration, enlargement or moving or use of a building or structure shall 

not be issued by the Building Inspector unless the use complies with this Ordinance and/or has been 
granted a variance or special exception by the Board of Adjustment.” 

    
3.6 TABLE OF USES
 

: (Repeal & Re-adopt 2011:10) 
P = Permitted  S = Special Exception  CU = Conditional Use Permit  N = Prohibited 

Use R 
CA-Existing 
Commercial 

CB- Alden 
Ave 

CC-
Highway 

I-
Industrial 

Supplemental 
Regulations 

              
A. Residential Uses             
1. Single Family 
Dwelling 

P P N P N  

2. Back Lot 
Development 

P P N N N In accordance 
with section 
4.4.1.1 of the 
Subdivision 
Regulations 

3. Two Family dwelling P P N N N  
4. Manufactured 
Housing: Mobile homes 

P P N N N In accordance 
with section 3.7.3 
of the Ordinance 

       5. Home Occupation P P N P N In accordance 
with section 3.7.1 
of the Ordinance 

6. Dog Day care S P N P N  
7. Age Restricted 
Housing (Added 2003) 

P P N N P In accordance 
with Article XIX of 
the Ordinance 

8. Accessory Dwelling 
Unit 

P P N P N In accordance 
with section 
3.7.11 of the 
Ordinance 

9. Residential Open 
space- Conservation 
development 

P P N P N In accordance 
with Article XXVI 
of the Ordinance 

10. Mixed Use 
Development 

N P N N N In accordance 
with Town of 
Greenland Site 
Plan Review 
Regulations 

11. Multi-family   N S N N N In accordance 
with Town of 
Greenland Site 
Plan Review 
Regulations 

B. Temporary 
Residential Uses             
1. Overnight and day 
Camps, cottage 

S S N N N   
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colonies, vacation 
resorts, hostels and 
similar recreational 
facilities 
2. Forestry, wildlife, 
timber preserves, 
reservoirs, and nature 
study areas 

P P P P P  

3. Commercial riding 
stables and riding trails 
with:  

      

3.1 over ten acres of land P P P P N  
3.2 under ten acres of land S S S S N  
4. Recreational camping 
parks, recreational 
areas, residential tenting 
and camping for class A, 
B and C recreational 
vehicles 

S S N N N  

C. Government, 
Educational, Religious, 
Charitable, Cultural and 
Public Uses             
1. Municipal uses for 
governmental, civic, 
service, educational or 
recreational use 

P P P P P  

2. Historical Museums S P P P N  
3.Place of Assembly        

Religious S P P P P In accordance 
with Town of 
Greenland Site 
Plan Review 
Regulations 

4. Public parks and 
playgrounds 

P P P P P  

5. Private schools, 
nursery through college 

N P P N N  

6. Licensed Child day 
care facilities 

P P P P S In accordance 
with section 
3.7.14 of the 
Ordinance 

7. Senior Citizen Centers S P P P S  
8. Non-profit lodges, 
fraternal organizations, 
civic organizations, and 
charitable organizations 
 

N P N N N  

D. Agricultural/Forestry              
1. Agriculture  P P P P P RSA 674:32-c. 

agricultural uses 
shall not be 
prohibited in any 
district 

      

E. Medical Services              
1. Hospital N N P P S  
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2. Medical Offices and 
Clinics (outpatient Only) 

N P S N S  

3.Clinics (with inpatient 
care) 

N N S P S  

4. Ambulatory surgical 
center 

N P P N N  

5. Residential Care 
Facility 

S P P P S  

F. Recreational 
(Indoor/Outdoor)             
1. Cinema or similar 
indoor amusement use 
with no live performance 

N N P P S  

2.Indoor recreation 
facility 

N P P P S  

3. Health club, yoga 
studio, martial arts 
school, or similar use 

N P P P S  

4. Golf courses which 
may include a 
clubhouse, swimming 
and tennis facilities, and 
maintenance and 
storage structures  

S S N N N  

5. Outdoor recreation 
facility 

S P P P S  

G. Office, Non-Medical             
1. Professional Office  N P P P P 

 2. Business Office N P P P P In accordance 
with section 3.7.8 
of the Ordinance 

3. Retail bank N P P P S  
4. Financial Services 
Office 

N P P P S  

H. Services/ Non-
Healthcare             
1. Adult Day Care 
Facilities  

N P P N S  

2. Personal Services N P P P N  
3. Consumer services 
such as a copy shop, 
bicycle repair, and pet 
grooming. 

N P P P N  

4.Trade, craft and 
general service 
establishments, such as 
but not limited to shops 
for carpenters, plumbers, 
electricians, painters, 
paper hangers, 
upholsterers, sign 
painters and printers. 

N P P N P  

5.Landscape Services N P P N P  
6. Veterinary Care N P P N N  
7. Laundry and dry 
Cleaning establishments 
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7.1 Drop-off/Pick-up only for 
items to be dry cleaned or 
laundered off site or on site 

N P N P P  

7.2 Self-service laundry for use 
by the general public. 

N P N P N  

8. Undertaking 
Establishment, funeral 
parlor  

N P N N S  

I. Retail Trade             
1. Convenience Goods N P N P N  
2. Retail Sales N P P P S  
3. Shopping Center N P P P S  
4. Sexually oriented 
business 

N N S S N In accordance 
with section 3.7.4 
of the Ordinance 

J. Eateries and Drinking 
Places             
1. Restaraunt 

     
 

1.1. Fast Food Restaurant N P N P N  
1.2. Full Service Restaurant N P N P N  
K. Lodging 
Establishments             
1. Bed and Breakfast  S P N N N  
2. Inn S P N N N In accordance 

with section 3.7.7 
of the Ordinance 

3. Hotel N N P P S  
4. Overnight and day 
camps, cottage colonies, 
vacation resorts, hostels 
and similar recreational 
facilities 

S N N N N  

L. Motor Vehicle             
1. Sales, renting or 
leasing of passenger 
cars and light trucks, 
motorcycles, tractors, 
snowmobiles, boats and 
small power equipment 
(e.g., lawnmowers), 
including accessory 
repair service 

N S N P N  

2. Automotive Service 
Station  

     *To authorize the 
prohibition of 
additional 
automotive 
service stations 
within (1) mile of 
an existing 
automotive 
service station. 

2.1 Fueling Only N S N S S  
2.2 Fueling and Service N S N S S  
2.3 Fueling, Service, and 
Repair 

N S N S S  
2.4 Associated Convenience 
Store 

N S N S N  

3. Motor vehicle washing N N N P N  
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facility for passenger 
cars and light trucks (NO 
MORE THAN 2 AXLE) 
4. Truck Stop N N N N N  
M. Wholesale trade, 
Warehousing and 
Distribution             
1. Wholesale N N S N P  
2. Warehousing  N N S N P  
N. Industrial             
1. Light Industry N S S N P  
2. Research and 
Development, corporate, 
and business offices 

N S S N P In accordance 
with section 3.7.8 
of the Ordinance 

3. Food Processing N S S N P  
4. Electronic 
Manufacturing 

N S S N P  

5. General 
Manufacturing 

N S S N P  

7. Commercial Sawmills N N N N P  
8. Junk Yards/Recycling 
Centers 

N N N N S  

9. Biological or Chemical 
Laboratory 

N S S N P  

10. Bulk Storage and 
distribution of goods, 
except fuels 

N N S N P  

11. Bulk Storage of fossil 
fuels 

N N N N N  
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3.7       SUPPLEMENTAL USE PROVISIONS
 

      (Repeal & Re-adopt 2011:11) 

A Cottage Industry shall be permitted in accordance with the Table of Uses, provided that: 
 

3.7.1 The resident conducting the activity shall, prior to commencement of a cottage industry 
use, or alteration or expansion of an existing cottage industry use, obtain a non-
residential occupancy/use permit and site review approval in accordance with this 
ordinance and the regulations adopted hereunder.   

 
3.7.2 Notwithstanding any other regulation relating to parking or storage of vehicles, no 

cottage industry use shall have more than one (1) vehicle with a maximum gross weight 
of 17,500 lbs (seventeen thousand, five hundred pounds), nor more than two (2) 
vehicles with a maximum gross vehicle weight of 9,700 lbs (nine thousand, seven 
hundred pounds) for each vehicle, nor any trailer with a maximum loaded trailer weight 
of 12,400 lbs (twelve thousand, four hundred pounds) used in the activity stored upon 
the site of the cottage industry. 

 
 

3.7.3 Any use that is not specifically permitted in the table of uses is prohibited. Facilities 
used for welding or auto body repair shall not qualify as a cottage industry. Facilities for 
the sale or repair of small engines, outdoor power equipment, vehicles, or boats shall 
not qualify as a cottage industry.  

 
3.7.4 No vehicle, whether used as part of the cottage industry, or a vehicle operated by a 

customer of the activity, shall be parked on the paved portion of a street, or within the 
limits of the public right of way adjacent to the site of the cottage industry.  

 
 
 
3.7.2 Recreational Camping 

 
Recreational camping areas shall be permitted on the grant of a Special Exception by the Board 
of Adjustment, which shall find that the proposed recreational camping park: 

 
3.7.2.1 Meet the definitional requirements in Article II above. 
 
3.7.2.2 Will comply with all provisions of this and any other applicable State and local 

laws. 
 
3.7.2.3 Will not adversely affect the value or quiet enjoyment of nearby residential 

properties. 
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3.7.2.4 The following approvals have been obtained where necessary: 
 

a. New Hampshire Water Supply and Pollution Control Commission; 
  b. New Hampshire Department of Health and Welfare; 
  c. Town Health Officer; 
  d.  Greenland  Planning Board; 
  e. Greenland  Road Agent; 
  f. Greenland Fire Chief. 

 
3.7.2.5 Will be seasonal operation only as per item 6 below. 
 
3.7.2.6 Operating Procedure: 
 

a.  Recreational camping areas shall cease operation annually by November 1st 
and remain closed until April 15th of the following calendar year.  (Amended 
1980) 

b. Meets the requirements of  definitions in Article II. 
c. Campers shall not remain in a commercial campground for more than 14 

consecutive days in any calendar month. 
 
 
3.7.3 Auto  Trailer, Tourist Camp, Park Sites and  Mobile Homes  (Adopted 1958) 
 

3.7.3.1 No  sheds, lean-tos, or other  structures may be built onto any trailer or mobile home 
other than an awning or entryway.  (Adopted 1962) 

3.7.3.2    No trailer, house trailer or mobile home may be installed, placed or stored on any  
lot in any district by the owner of said lot, for his own occupancy or the occupancy 
of others, not for any other use including storage in, or of, such unit on any such lot, 
save that the Board of Selectmen for good cause shown may grant a permit for 
temporary occupancy by the owner for not more than three months at one time, and 
not more than one year together.  It is the intent of this Section solely to permit a 
person owning a lot to occupy such a trailer as a temporary home while engaged in 
the construction or reconstruction of his own house. The provisions of this Section 
shall not prohibit the storage of not more than one recreational camper vehicle or 
camper trailer, as distinguished from house trailers and mobile homes designed or 
adaptable for year round occupancy, on any such lot.  (Amended 1979) 

 
3.7.3.3 There shall be for each unit of an auto trailer, tourist camp and park site at least 

7,500 square feet of ground area and in addition thereto an additional 7,500 square 
feet of area for each group of 10 units or fraction thereof as a service lot.  (Amended 
1962) 
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3.7.3.4 All roadways shall be paved and at least one paved  parking space shall be provided 
for each trailer or mobile home.  All roadways shall be lighted at night and no 
parking shall be allowed on roadways. If service roads to the rear of trailers or 
mobile homes are provided, they need not be paved but must be graveled 
sufficiently for all-weather use. Such service roads need not be illuminated.  
(Adopted 1962) 

 
3.7.4 Adult Uses (Adopted 1994) 
 

3.7.4.1 Purpose and Intent:  It is the purpose of this section to establish reasonable and 
uniform regulations to prevent the concentration of sexually oriented businesses 
within the Town of Greenland; and, it is the intent to promote the health, safety and 
general welfare of the citizens of Greenland; and it is the intent of this section  that 
these provisions be utilized to prevent the problems of blight and deterioration 
which typically accompany and are brought about by the concentration of sexually 
oriented businesses; and, the provisions of this section have neither the purpose nor 
the effect of imposing limitations or restrictions on the content of any 
communicative materials, including sexually oriented materials; and, it is not the 
intent nor the effect of this section to restrict or deny access by adults to sexually 
oriented materials protected by the First Amendment, or to deny access by the 
distributors and exhibitors of sexually oriented entertainment to their intended 
market; and, neither is it the intent nor effect of this section to condone or legitimize 
the distribution of obscene material. 

 
3.7.4.2 Adult uses means and includes any of the following: any place of business in which 

any of the following activities are conducted: 
 

A.  Adult Bookstore or Adult Video Store:  A business that devotes more than 
25% of the total display, shelf, rack, table, stand or floor area, utilized for the 
display and sale of the following: 
1.   Books, magazines, periodicals, other printed matter, or photographs, 

films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides, tapes, records, CD-
ROMs or other forms of visual or audio representations which meet 
the definition of "harmful to minors" and/or "sexual conduct" as set 
forth in NH RSA 571-B:1, or, 

2.  instruments, devices, or paraphernalia which are designed for use in 
connection with "sexual conduct" as defined in NH RSA 571-B;1, 
other than birth control devices. An adult bookstore or adult video 
store does not include an establishment that sells books or periodicals 
as an incidental or  accessory part of its principal stock and trade and 
does not devote more than 25% of the total floor area of the 
establishment to the sale of books or periodicals. 

 
B.   Adult Motion Picture Theater:  An establishment with a capacity of five or 

more persons, where for any form of consideration, films, motion pictures, 
video cassettes, portion of the total presentation time is devoted to the  
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showing of material which meets the definition of "harmful to minors" 
and/or "sexual content" as set forth in NH RSA 571-B;1, for observation by 
patrons.  For the purposes of this ordinance, substantial portion of the total 
presentation time shall mean the presentation of films or shows described 
above for viewing on more than 7 days within any 56 consecutive day 
period. 

 
C.   Adult Motion Picture Arcade:  Any place to which the public is permitted or 

invited wherein coin or slug operated or electronically, electrically or 
mechanically controlled still or motion picture machines, projectors, or other 
image  producing devices are maintained to show images to 5 or fewer 
persons per machine at any one time, in which a substantial portion of the 
total presentation time of the images so displayed is devoted to the showing 
of material which meets the definition of "harmful to minors" and/or "sexual 
conduct" as set forth in NH RSA 571-B:1. 

 
D.   Adult Drive-In Theater:  An open lot or part thereof, with appurtenant 

facilities, devoted primarily to the presentation of motion pictures, films, 
theatrical productions and other forms of visual productions, for any form of 
consideration to persons in motor vehicles or on outdoor seats, in which a 
substantial portion of the total presentation time being presented for 
observation by patrons is devoted to the showing of material which meets 
the definition of "harmful to minors" and/or "sexual conduct" as set forth in 
NH RSA 571-B:1. 

 
E.   Adult Cabaret: A nightclub, bar, restaurant, or similar establishment at 

which greater than half of the total presentation time of live entertainment 
features live performances which meet the definition of "harmful to minors" 
and/or "sexual conduct" as set forth in NH RSA 571-B:1, and/or feature 
films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides or other photographic 
reproductions, greater than half of the total presentation time of which is 
devoted to showing of material which meets the definition of "harmful to 
minors" and/or "sexual conduct" as set forth in NH RSA 571-B:1, or a 
nightclub, theater or other establishment which features live performances 
by  topless  and/or  bottomless dancers, go-go dancers, strippers, or similar 
entertainers, where such performances are distinguished or characterized by 
an emphasis on specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas.  For 
the purposes of this definition, "Specified anatomical areas" shall include 
any of the following: 

 
1.   Less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals or pubic 

region; buttock; or female breast below a point immediately above 
the top of the areola; or 

2.   Human male genitalia in a discernibly turgid state, even if 
completely and opaquely covered. 
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F.   Adult Motel: A motel or similar establishment offering public 
accommodations for any form of consideration which provides patrons with 
closed circuit television transmissions, films, motion pictures, video 
cassettes, slides or other photographic reproductions a substantial part of the 
total presentation time of which are distinguished or characterized by an 
emphasis upon the depiction of materials which meet the definition of 
"harmful to minors" and/or "sexual conduct" as set forth in NH RSA 571-
B:1. 

 
G.   Adult Theater:  A theater, concert hall, auditorium or similar establishment, 

either indoor or outdoor in nature, which for any form of consideration, 
regularly features live performances, a substantial portion of the total 
presentation time of which are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis 
on activities which meet the definition of "harmful to minors" and/or "sexual 
conduct" as set forth in NH RSA 571-B:1. 

 
H.   Nude Model Studio:  A place where a person who appears in a state of 

nudity or displays male genitals in a state of sexual arousal and/or the vulva 
or more intimate parts of the female genitals, and is observed, sketched, 
drawn, painted, sculptured, photographed, or similarly depicted by other 
persons who pay money or any form of an emphasis on activities which 
meet the definition of "harmful to minors" and/or "sexual conduct" as set 
forth in NH RSA 571-B:1. 

 
I.   Sexual Encounter Center:  A business or commercial enterprise that as one 

of its primary business purposes, offers for any form of consideration: 
 

1.   physical contact in the form of wrestling or tumbling between 
persons of the opposite sex; or 

2.   activities between male and female persons and/or persons of the 
same  sex  when one  or  more persons is in the state of  nudity;  and 

 
3.  when the activities in section 1 or 2 above are characterized by an 

emphasis on activities which meet the definition of "harmful to 
minors" and/or "sexual conduct" as set forth in NH RSA 571-B:1. 

 
3.7.4.3 Where Allowed:   

 
Adult uses shall be allowed in the  Commercial District as a Special Exception only, provided 
that the following locational standards and site appearance criteria are complied with: 

 
  3.7.4.3.1 No  structure containing an  adult use shall be permitted within Greenland's 

designated Drug Free School Zone, 1,000 feet of the property line of a 
church or place of worship, parish house or convent, a public, parochial or 
private school, another structure containing an adult use, a structure 
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proposed to contain an adult use for which a building permit has been 
applied for, or 400 feet of a residence or child day care facility. 

3.7.4.3.2 No sexually explicit material or advertising shall be visible from outside the  
building. 

 
3.7.4.3.3 No private viewing rooms or booths shall be constructed unless one side is 

always open to a public central area. 
 

3.7.4.3.4 No one under the age of 18 shall be permitted inside such a use and a 
procedure shall be developed to keep those under 18 from entering the 
building. 

 
3.7.4.4 Restrictions on Other Retail Uses. 

 
For those retail uses permitted by right in the  Commercial and  Industrial districts 
which sell sexually explicit goods and paraphernalia but do not meet the 25% 
thresholds outlined in Section 2, such goods and paraphernalia shall be located 
either behind a counter, or in a separate room or enclosure where citizens under the 
age of 18 are not allowed to enter.  Such sexually explicit goods and paraphernalia 
must located so that the materials in question are not within view of minors or 
readily visible to children." 

 
3.7.4.5   The measure of distance between any adult use and other named point of reference 

shall be measured in a straight line. 
 
3.7.4.6   Adult uses which have been established at their existing locations prior to the 

effective date of this ordinance and which are not in conformity with the 
requirements of this ordinance, may continue to operate until one year after the 
effective date of this ordinance. 

 
Thereafter, unless any such adult use conforms to the provisions of this ordinance, it 
shall no longer be permitted to operate.  Once established in a permitted location 
under this ordinance, an  adult use operating as a conforming use is not rendered a  
nonconforming use by the subsequent location of: 
 
a.   a church or place of worship, parish house or convent within 1,000 feet; 
b.   a residence or child day care facility within 400 feet; 
c. a public, parochial or private school within 1,000 feet or the designation of a 

Drug Free School Zone within 1,000 feet. 
 

3.7.4.7   Violation of the use provisions of this ordinance is declared to be a public nuisance 
per se, which shall be abated by the Town by way of civil abatement procedures. 

 
3.7.4.8   Nothing in this ordinance is intended to authorize, legalize or permit the 

establishment, operation or maintenance of any business, building or use which 
violates any Town of Greenland ordinance or statute of the State of New Hampshire 



32 
 

regarding public nuisances, sexual conduct, lewdness or obscene or harmful matter 
or the exhibition or public display thereof. 

3.7.4.9   If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or any portion of this ordinance 
is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court 
or competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of this ordinance.  The legislative body of the Town of Greenland hereby 
declares that it would have adopted this ordinance and each section, subsection, 
sentence, clause, phrase or portion thereof irrespective of the fact that any one or 
more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, phrases or portions be declared 
invalid or unconstitutional. 

 
3.7.5 Storage within Truck Bodies, Trailer Vans or Cargo Vehicles 
 

No truck bodies, trailer vans, or similar cargo vehicle may be used for storage on any site in 
any district without a permit from the Board of Selectmen.  Such a permit may be granted by 
the Board for the purpose of construction or bona fide emergency.  The permit shall last for one 
year and be renewable annually with the provision that the Selectmen may revoke the permit at 
any time with just cause.  (Amended 1976, 2010) (2010:05) 

 
3.7.6 Residential uses are specifically excluded from the Industrial District except for watchman, 

caretaker, or janitor. 
 
3.7.7 Inns shall be permitted subject to the following conditions: (Amended 1998* and 1999*) 
 

 A.  The structure housing the use shall: 
  
1. have existed prior to the adoption of this ordinance; 
2. be located in the  commercial zone, or within 500' of the commercial zone; 
3. be located on or within 250' of a State maintained roadway; and 
4. be located on a lot of not less than 3.5 acres. 

   
B. The maximum capacity for dining shall be 70 diners and the maximum capacity for 

functions shall be 140 patrons. 
 

C. The maximum number of rooms that may be used for rentable bedrooms shall be 12 and 
the maximum number of overnight guests shall be 30. 

 
D. The septic system for the use shall meet all Department of Environmental Services 

requirements and shall not be prohibited in the Aquifer Protection District, provided 
that all NHDES requirements have been met. 

 
E. Side setbacks of at least 30' shall be provided from all structures used for the inn use to 

each sideline. 
  
F. Off-street parking shall be provided for all guests, diners, patrons, residents and 

employees in accordance with the requirements set forth in this ordinance. 
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G. All parking areas shall be set back at least 50' from all roadways and abutting properties 

and shall be screened by a fence or vegetative buffer as required by the Planning Board 
during Site Plan Review. 

 
H. All restaurant uses, including any bar or lounge uses shall be prohibited between the 

hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. during which, the noise level generated by the use 
shall not exceed normal residential levels.  The maximum decibel level measured at the 
property lines shall otherwise not exceed 60dB. 

  
I. After 10:00 p.m. no amplified music shall be audible outside of the building and no live 

entertainment shall be permitted. 
 

3.7.8 Research and development, corporate and business offices may be allowed to contain the 
following other uses, which shall be accessory to the primary or principal use:  

 
a.     Employee restaurant/dining facilities; 
b.     Retail facilities for the use of employees only; 
c.     Business services directly related to the primary use. 

 
3.7.9 Open storage and sale of vehicles and other means of transportation.  (Adopted 2000* and 

Amended 2006) 
 

A. No motor vehicle having two or more axles shall be permitted to remain on any 
property within Greenland for more than a total of  sixty (60) days in any twelve month 
period if that vehicle is unregistered, uninspected, or inoperable.  This requirement shall 
apply to vehicles  or parts thereof which  were originally designed  for public, private or  
commercial purposes  but does  not  include vehicles  parked at legally  existing service 
stations or  repair facilities and does not apply to vehicles or parts of vehicles within a 
conforming building.  Any vehicle not in compliance with this provision shall be 
removed from the property within eighteen (18) months of enactment of this ordinance.  
See section 3.7.13 of this Ordinance. 

 
B. No motorized vehicle may be visibly offered for sale, in the Residential Zone, that is 

not owned and/or registered to a resident of the property on which the vehicle is offered.  
Only one vehicle per property will be offered at any time and remain for sale in a 
visible portion of the property for no more than sixty (60) days in a 365 day rolling 
period.  No more than two (2) vehicles may be sold, at any one residence, in any 365 
day rolling period.   (Adopted 2006) 

 
3.7.10 Dog Day Care shall be permitted by Special Exception in the Residential District provided 

the applicant resides on the property and can demonstrate that the following conditions are 
met::  (Added 2003) 

 
a. Dog Day Care shall be located upon a lot of no less than 3 acres; 
b. That the number of animals present for Dog Day Care at any one time shall be 

no greater than 15; 
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c. That the hours of operation shall not exceed 7 AM to 6 PM; Monday through 
Friday; 

d. That the applicant shall demonstrate that suitable fencing and indoor 
containment for dogs is provided on site at all time for the control of the dogs; 

e. That the applicant provide to the Board of Adjustment Rules and Regulations 
satisfactory to the Board; 

f. That there be a minimum of 75 feet between any outdoor containment area and 
any abutting residence; and 

g. That the applicant meet the Home Occupation criteria set forth in Section 3.7.2 
of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 
3.7.11     Accessory Dwelling Unit (adopted March 2008) (2008:25) 
 
Definition: A self-contained residential unit, complete with its own kitchen and bathroom facilities, 
attached or incorporated within an existing detached single family residential dwelling unit (not 
permitted for duplexes). 
 
Purpose: To provide increased flexibility in housing alternatives allowing autonomy, usability and 
affordability for owners and residents while maintaining the health, safety, aesthetics, and historic 
quality of the town’s streetscapes. 

 
A second dwelling unit attached or incorporated within the primary single family 
detached residential dwelling unit (not permitted for duplexes) will be allowed on any 
approved building lot provided that: 
 
3.7.11.1 The owner of the property shall occupy one of the dwelling units as his/her 

dwelling, and be owner/landlord of the second dwelling unit. No accessory 
dwelling unit shall be condominiumized or in any way be in a different 
ownership than the principal dwelling. 

 
3.7.11.2  The living area of the accessory dwelling unit shall not exceed 1/3 of the 

assessed gross square foot area of the entire primary dwelling unit, and shall 
not exceed a maximum assessed gross area of 800 sq. ft. The accessory 
dwelling unit shall not contain more than one (1) bedroom.  

 
3.7.11.3  Any new entrances to the accessory dwelling unit shall be located on the side 

or rear of the dwelling unit. 
 
3.7.11.4 On site parking shall be provided on the lot. 
 
3.7.11.5 The accessory dwelling unit shall conform to all applicable structural, water, 

and sanitary standards for residential buildings. Dormitory-type facilities are 
expressly prohibited whether seasonal or otherwise. 

 
3.7.11.6 Prior to any renovations or construction the owner shall provide evidence to 

the Town’s authorized agent that septic facilities are adequate according to 
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State and Town standards.  If deemed necessary by the Town’s authorized 
agent, such evidence shall be in the form of certification by a State of New 
Hampshire licensed septic system designer. Also, the owner shall provide 
evidence that there is adequate potable water according to the standards of the 
State of New Hampshire.  The Town’s authorized agent then shall indicate 
approval in writing to the Building Inspector in order to allow any building 
permit. 

 
3.7.11.7  Once any renovation or construction is complete, or the owner is ready to have 

a unit occupied, a request must be made to the Building Inspector to obtain a 
certificate of occupancy permit.  There shall be no occupancy of the accessory 
dwelling unit (or either unit if the entire dwelling has been newly constructed) 
until the Building Inspector has issued a certificate of occupancy permit. 

 
3.7.11.8  Only one accessory dwelling unit is allowed per lot. The property and 

proposed use must conform to any and all zoning ordinances and regulations 
of the Town of Greenland. 

 
3.7.12   Duplexes:  Not withstanding any other provision of this ordinance, two family dwelling units 

(duplexes)   shall only be allowed to be constructed in accordance with this section. Duplexes 
may be constructed on any existing conforming lot of record in existence as of March 1, 2008. 

 

Duplexes may be permitted on lots created after March 1, 2008 only as follows: (adopted 2008) 
(2008:26) 

Subdivisions consisting of: 
 

3.7.12.1   The subdivision of a parcel (or parcels) of land after March 1, 2008 creating six (6) 
or more lots may have not more than

 

 fifteen percent (15%) of the total number of 
buildable lots (rounded to the nearest whole number) allowed to be constructed as 
(2) family dwelling units (duplexes). 

3.7.12.2  Subdivision of any lots that have constructed five (5) two family dwelling units 
(duplexes) on a parent parcel (original parcel that existed prior to subdivision) shall 
be prohibited from further subdivision and construction of two family dwelling units 
(duplexes). Further subdivision and construction of single family detached dwelling 
units is permitted.  

 
3.7.13 Junkyard/Abandoned Vehicles 
 
No land in any district shall be used for a motor vehicle junkyard, dump, or a place for refuse, waste or 
junk of any kind, nor for abandoned automobiles, carriages or other vehicles, machinery or other tools 
or appliances, nor used in a manner that is disorderly, unsightly, noxious, offensive or detrimental to 
the public, or to the owners or occupants of adjacent property, or prejudicial to the general welfare of 
the community without the approval, in writing, and after notice and hearing, of the Board of 
Adjustment upon such conditions as they may determine and then only in the Industrial District and the 
area of land must be located at least 1,500 feet from any public highway.  (See also §3.7.9)   
(Amended 1962) 
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3.7.14    Child Day Care Facilities (Adopted 2009) (2009:10) 
 

               1. Purpose 
 

In order to provide affordable, good quality and licensed child day care within the Town of Greenland 
the following standards in accordance with NH RSA 170-E:1-22 are hereby incorporated into the 
Town zoning ordinance to insure the health, safety, and welfare of its residents. 

 
               2. Definitions 
 

Child day care for this ordinance means the provision of supplemental parental care and supervision: 
 

        A.  for a non-related child or children; 
 

        B. on a regular basis; 
 

C. under license by the New Hampshire Division of Public Health Services, Bureau                 
of Child Care Standards and Licensing. 

  
As used in this ordinance, the term is not intended to include babysitting services of a casual non-
recurring nature or in the child’s own home. Likewise, the term is not intended to include cooperative, 
reciprocative child care by a group of parents in their respective domiciles. 

 
Child day care facility means a building or structure wherein an agency, person, or persons regularly 
provides care for a group of children. 

 
a. Family Day Care Home as defined in RSA 170-E: 2-IV(a). Family Day Care Homes 
shall be permitted in the residential and commercial districts in Town. A Family Day Care 
Home shall be reviewed by the Planning Board and shall require site plan review.  
 
b. Family Group Day Care Home as defined by RSA 170-E: 2-IV(b). Family Group Day 
Care Homes shall be allowed in the commercial and industrial districts in Town and shall 
require a site plan review. 
 
c.  Group Child Day Care Center as defined in RSA 170-E: 2-IV(c). Group Child Day Care 
Centers shall be allowed in the commercial and industrial zoning districts only and shall 
require a site plan review. 
 
d. Day Care Nursery as defined in RSA 170-E: 2-IV(d). Day care Nurseries shall be 
allowed in the commercial and industrial zoning districts only and shall require a site plan 
review. 
 
e.  Night Care Agency as defined in RSA 170-E: 2-IV(e). Night care agency’s shall be 
allowed in the commercial and industrial zoning districts only and shall require a site plan 
review. 
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              3.  Permits 
 

All applicable State permit and license applications must be in-hand before applying to the Planning 
Board for review of the child day care facility proposal. Permits for the operation of Family Day Care 
Home, Family Group Day Care Home, Group Child Day Care Center, Day Care Nursery, or Night 
Care Agency’s are under the purview of the Planning Board. For all categories of child care facilities 
that require a site plan review (A-E above), the following, in addition to existing site plan review 
standards must be met: 

 
A. One (1) parking space must be provided for each staff person and one space must be 
provided for each five (5) licensed capacity slots. 
 
 B. Loading and unloading of children from vehicles shall be permitted only on facility 
property in approved parking areas. No vehicles shall be allowed to back-up on to the 
travel lane or shoulder of a public right of way nor shall vehicles queue on any public 
right of way during drop-off and pick up times. 

 
 C. The exterior play area (fifty square feet per child as per State of NH requirements) shall 
be fenced. 
 
 D. All signage shall conform to the Town regulations for the underlying zone. 
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ARTICLE IV 

 
DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

      
4.1      GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

The following general requirements shall be met:  
  
4.1.1 No  building or structure shall be erected, enlarged or moved nor shall any use be authorized or 

extended nor shall any existing lot be changed as to size except in accordance with the Table of 
Dimensional Requirements, Section 4.2. 

  
4.1.2 A lot having frontage or an area less than required by Section 4.2 may be considered to be in 

compliance therewith provided that:  
  

 (a) the lot had received final subdivision approval prior to the enactment of this Ordinance 
or was shown on a recorded plan or deed filed before the Planning Board that was 
granted jurisdiction to control the subdivision of land, and provided that,  

 
(b) contiguous lots in common ownership shall be combined to create a lot or lots most 

nearly consistent with Section 4.2, and provided that,  
  

 (c) contiguous lots in common ownership shall not have been separated or transferred in 
ownership so as not to comply with the provisions of this Ordinance. 

 
4.1.3 Unless as permitted in the table of uses, no residential building lot shall contain more than one 

residential structure used for living purposes. Structures containing two dwelling units shall 
have a common interior or garage wall, a common concrete foundation and a contiguous 
roofline. (Repeal & Replace 2011:12) 
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4.2   TABLE OF DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS
  

 (Repeal & Replace 2011:13) 

The Table of Dimensional Requirements shall apply for all lots, uses of land, and developments within 
the various districts, unless modified by other sections of this ordinance.  
  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

DIMENSIONS                            ZONES 
     R     CA, CB and CC        I 
        

a.   Lot area  minimum  60,000 with      60,000 with   60,000 with  
(Square feet)           45,000  contiguous  45,000 contiguous  45,000 contiguous 

   non- wetland soil (1)           non-wetland soil (1)    non-wetland soil (1) 
 

b.   Lot   frontage minimum   200 ft.    200 ft.      200 ft. 
(ft) 
  

c.   Lot minimum width  80 ft.    80 ft.       80 ft.          
 
d.   Front  yard minimum             30 (2)   30 ft(2)          30 (2) 
      (ft) 

 
e.   Rear yard minimum              20   20/50       20/50 
      (ft)              abutting res. (5)          abutting res. (5) 

 
f.   Side yard minimum              20   20/50       20/50 

(ft)                        abutting res. (5)          abutting res. (5) 
 
g.   Building height    

maximum          35 feet     35 feet                 35 feet 
 

h.   Lot Coverage Maximum       20% max.   40% max.   40% max. 
(Footprint) (Repeal & Replace 2011:14) 
 

i.   Open Space Requirement     80% of lot   60% of lot    60% of lot 
 
j. Building Footprin t (Added 2011:15)             (CA – 10,000 sq.ft. maximum  

  for each building on site) 
                      (CB – 20,000 sq.ft. maximum 

  for each building on site) 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
See Section 4.3, Explanatory Notes 
 

  
4.3      EXPLANATORY NOTES 

The following explanatory notes shall provide further definition for the footnoted items in Table 4.2 
and to clarify  dimensional requirements in general.  
 
(1) All measurements are in feet unless otherwise noted.  The  minimum lot size shall be increased 

depending on the soil classification as defined by the Soil Conservation Service.  
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(2) For lots that abut  Route 33 between the Portsmouth City Line and Tuttle Lane, the minimum 
setback shall be 75 feet.  For lots that abut Route 33 between Tuttle Lane and the Stratham 
Town Line, the minimum setback shall be 100 feet.  These setbacks shall be measured from the 
State Right-of-Way. (Amended 1989) 

 
(3) Structures which are not built on foundations of concrete, brick or similar material, and have a 

total floor area no greater than 64 square feet, shall be set back at least 10 feet from the side and 
rear lot lines. 

 
(4) No appurtenances to commercial or industrial developments (e.g. parking areas, sewerage, etc.) 

shall be located within the Residential District.  (Adopted 1989) 
 
(5) When commercial or business uses abut residential uses or a residential district or property with 

a residence thereon, all buildings shall be set back at least 50 feet from the side and rear lot 
lines abutting the residential use or district, or property in residential use. (Adopted 1999*) 

 
(6) No owner of any land in any zoning district shall permit any building or other structure of fire 

ruins to be left unfinished or incomplete thereon but shall finish, complete, or remove the same 
within one year.  
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ARTICLE V 
PARKING REQUIREMENTS 

 
Moved to Subdivision Section IV, 4.6 and Site Plan Review Section V, 5.11 

March 14, 2007 
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 ARTICLE VI 

SIGNS 
(Adopted 1975, Amended 1976, 1980, 1986, 1991, rewritten 2002* and 2003) 

 
6.1      PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this Article is to direct the use of signs to promote and protect the public health, 
safety and welfare, by regulating existing and proposed outdoor advertising, and signs of all 
types; to protect property values; reduce sign or advertising distractions and obstructions that 
may contribute to traffic accidents; reduce hazards that may be caused by signs; provide more 
open space, enhance and protect the physical appearance of the community; preserve the scenic 
and natural beauty and provide a more enjoyable and pleasing landscape.   

 

6.2.1 SIGN:  Any identification, description, illustration, or device illuminated or non-illuminated 
which is visible from any public place or is located on private property and exposed to the 
public and which directs attention to a product, service, place, activity, person, institution, 
business, or solicitation, including any permanently installed or situated merchandise; or any 
emblem, painting, banner, pennant, placard, temporary sign, lights, balloons or other device 
designed to attract attention, advertise, identify or convey information.  For the purpose of 
removal, signs shall also include all sign structures.  The term “sign” shall also mean and 
include any display of one of more of the following: 

6.2   DEFINITIONS 
 

 
a. Any letter, numeral, figure, emblem, picture, outline, character, spectacle delineation, 

announcement, trademark, logo; or 
b. Multiple colored bands, stripes, patterns, outlines or delineation’s displayed for the 

purpose of commercial identification; or 
c. Anything specified above in part or in combination by any means whereby the same are 

made visible from beyond the boundaries of the lot or parcel of property on which the 
same are displayed for the purpose of attracting attention outdoors to make anything 
known. 

 
6.2.2 AREA:  The area shall include all lettering, wording, and accompanying designs and symbols, 

together with the background on which they are displayed, the frame around the sign, and any 
“out-outs” or extensions, but not including any supporting structure or bracing.  Only (2) two-
sided signs are permitted, the area of which will be the larger of any rectangular projection of 
that sign. 

 
6.2.3 AWNING SIGN:  Any sign painted, sewn or attached onto any awning. 
 
6.2.4 BANNER SIGNS:  Any sign constructed of fabric or flexible material. 
 
6.2.5 BILLBOARD:  A structure designed, intended or used for advertising a product, property, 

business, entertainment, service, amusement or the like, and not located where the matter 
advertised is available or occurs. 
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6.2.6 DIRECTORY BOARD:  A wall sign permanently attached to a building wall at the ground 
floor level and containing name identification for more than one activity or business located on 
a single building or a group of buildings. 

 
6.2.7 DIRECTORY SIGN:  A sign, which contains listings of two or more commercial uses or users 

located along the entrance way, for the smooth and safe flow of traffic.  A directory sign shall 
be designed and constructed with provision for traffic.  A directory sign shall be designed and 
constructed with provisions for changes of listing without reconstruction of the entire sign.  
Directory signs are considered free-standing signs as defined in this ordinance. 

 
6.2.8 ELECTRONIC SIGNS:  A sign with a fixed or changing display/message composed of a series 

of lights that may be changed through electronic means.  A time and/or temperature sign which 
does not display any other changeable message shall be considered an electronic message 
board. (amended 2008) (2008:27) 

 
6.2.9 FLAG:  A piece of cloth, or other pliable material, of distinctive size, color and design, used as 

a symbol, standard, signal or emblem. 
 
6.2.10 FREESTANDING SIGNS:  Any sign structurally separate from the building, being supported 

on itself, on a standard, or on legs.  Freestanding signs shall be nonmoveable and 
permanently anchored. 

 
6.2.11 GARAGE/YARD SALE SIGNS:  A limited temporary sign intended to advertise a sale of 

household goods on-site by residents of the property. 
 
6.2.12 HOME PRODUCTS AND PRODUCTS SIGN:  A sign advertising the sale of agricultural 

produce grown or produced on-site by residents of the property. 
 
6.2.13 IDENTIFICATION SIGN:  A sign indicating the location of, or direction to, or separate 

function performed within one portion of that building.  Examples of identification signs are:  
“entrance”, “exit”, “auditorium”, etc.  Identification signs do not name or advertise any 
activity. 

 
6.2.14 POLITICAL SIGN:  A sign that advocates the success or defeat of any party, measure or 

person at any election. 
 
6.2.15 PORTABLE BILLBOARD SIGNS:  A sign ordinarily with replaceable letters used to 

convey a special message advertising a product or service available on the premises.  A sign 
not permanently attached to the ground or designed for permanent installation. 

 
6.2.16 REMOTE SIGNS:  A sign, advertising a business, that is not located on the business 

property. 
 
6.2.17 SIGN STRUCTURE:  The supports, uprights, braces and framework to a sign. 
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6.2.18 TEMPORARY SIGN:  A sign or advertising display intended to be displayed for no more 
than thirty (30) days in any 365 day period.  The Building Inspector, or other designated town 
officials, without any additional fees, may expand the prior up to ninety (90) days.  (Amended 
2004) 

 
6.2.19 TIME AND TEMPERATURE UNIT:  A sign or portion of a sign displaying only current 

time and temperature in an electronic, digital fashion. 
 
6.2.20 VEHICLE SIGN:  A sign mounted, painted or otherwise placed on a trailer, truck, 

automobile or other vehicle so parked or placed so that the sign thereon is visible from a 
public street or right-of-way and

 

 is so parked primarily for the purpose of displaying 
advertising signage. 

6.2.21 WALL SIGN:  A sign attached to, painted upon, placed against, or supported by the exterior 
surface of any building.  (amended 2008) (2008:28) 

 
6.2.22 WINDOW SIGN:  Any sign placed on, affixed to, painted on or located within the casement 

or sill area of a window. 
 
6.3      GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
The following provisions relating to signs are applicable in all zoning district, unless otherwise stated.  
The standards of this Sign Ordinance for maximum number and maximum square footage of signage 
are limits which cannot be exceeded, but which do not create any right or entitlement to the 
maximums.  The standards of this Sign Ordinance apply on a per lot basis.  Exception:  Wall signs are 
on a per business basis.  All signs are limited to two sides. 
 
6.3.1 All signs, whether temporary or permanent, shall require a sign permit.  (see 6.5 EXCEPTIONS 

AND SIGNS NOT REQUIRING A PERMIT). 
 
6.3.2 VEHICLE SIGNS larger than four (4) square feet are not permitted. 
  
6.3.3 No permanent, or temporary, sign shall be erected, moved or altered until a permit is issued 

under the terms of this Ordinance. 
 
6.3.4 Unless permitted under other sections of this Sign Ordinance special attracting devices 

including but not limited to, banners, pennants, searchlights, balloons or other gas-filled 
figures, propellers, spinner streamers, reflector, strobe lights, flashing lights, strings of lights 
and similar devices serving for purposes of attracting attention, promotion or advertising are 
prohibited.  This restriction includes special attention attracting devices placed on, in or behind 
store-front windows.  Traditional barber poles for licensed barber shops are exempt.  For 
special occasions such as grand openings, special promotions or other similar special occasions, 
signs may be placed for a period not exceeding fourteen (14) days in duration and not occurring 
more than two (2) times annually for any one lot, banners, pennants streamers and balloons, 
less two (2) feet in diameter, may be permitted on private property provided that they are not a 
detriment to the health and safety of the general public. 
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6.3.5 The maximum height of all signs shall be twenty (20) feet above grade, grade to be 
determined by the grade of the abutting public highway entrance to the lot. 

 
6.3.6 In calculating allowable signage, each principle building together with its accessory buildings 

or structures, if any, shall count as one building. 
 
6.3.7 There shall be permitted in the following zones no permanent or temporary signs larger than: 
 

a. Four (4) square feet, per side, in any Residential District; 
b. Forty-eight (48) square feet, per side, in the Commercial District for a single business 

on a lot.  For multiple businesses on a lot, sixty (60) square feet is allowed. 
c. Seventy-five (75) square feet, per side, in the Industrial District. 

 
6.3.8 Wall signs shall not exceed an area of ¼ a square foot of sign for every linear foot of building 

(or business) facing the street.  Wall signs with changeable copy are limited to six (6) square 
feet. (amended 2008) (2008:29) 

 
6.3.9 Awnings with signs consisting of one (2) line of copy upon the border, fringe, or valance, of 

the awnings shall not exceed eight (8) square feet.  For the purpose of this Ordinance, an 
Awning Sign shall be considered a Wall Sign. 

 
6.3.10 Window signs that advertise the business or establishment are limited to 25% of this window 

area.  For the purpose of this Ordinance, a Window Sign shall be considered a Wall Sign. 
 
6.3.11 Every Sign shall be constructed of durable materials and shall be maintained in good 

condition and repair at all times.  For signs deemed to not be in good repair by the Code 
Enforcement Official: The Code Enforcement Official will notify the owner to remove the 
sign at the property owner’s expense. 

 
6.3.12 Remote signs advertising businesses located in the Town of Greenland and located in the 

Commercial or Industrial District, are permitted, provided that the other provisions of this 
Ordinance are met.   A single business may not have more than two remote signs and may not 
exceed twelve (12) square feet in each.  In the commercial zone abutting State Route #33, one 
(1) remote sign, not exceeding forty-eight (48) square feet, is permitted. 

 
6.3.13 Signs advertising businesses not located in the Town of Greenland are prohibited. 
 
6.3.14 All newly constructed permanent signs must be located at least fifteen (15) feet away from 

the edge of the pavement or the property line; the more restrictive provision shall apply.  
 
6.3.15 Construction associated with each sign permit issued must be completed within one (1) year 

of the date of issuance. 
 
6.3.16 An acceptable sketch of the proposed sign, and an indication of the location and dimensions 

of all existing signs located on the lot or tract shall accompany all applications for sign 
permits.  Each permit shall be for (1) sign only. 
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6.3.17 One sign in a residential district identifying the name, address and profession of a permitted 

home occupation or a lawfully existing nonconforming home occupation is allowed provided 
such sign does not exceed four (4) square feet in area. 

 
6.3.18 A bulletin board of similar sign in connection with any church, museum, library, school or 

similar public structure not exceeding twelve (12) square feet is allowed. 
 
6.3.19 Billboards are not permitted.  Portable billboard signs shall be permitted only as a temporary 

sign. 
 
6.3.20 A string of lights shall not be used for the purpose of commercial advertising or attracting 

attention unless as an integral part of a permanent sign. 
 
6.3.21 Any sign which no longer advertises a bonafide business conducted, product sold, activity 

being conducted, or public notice, should be taken down and removed by the owner, agent or 
person having the beneficial use of the building or premises upon which such sign may be 
found within thirty (30) days after the activity has ceased. 

 
6.3.22 Illuminating signs whose specific purpose is outlining any part of a building, such as a 

gable, roof, sidewalk or corner, are prohibited. 
 
6.3.23 Illumination of signs shall be permitted only during the hours of operation. 
 
6.3.24 In addition to the maximum number and size of signs permitted, signs solely indicating 

ingress and egress placed at driveway locations, containing no advertising material, having a 
display area not exceeding five (5) square feet, and not extending higher than four (4) feet 
above ground level, are permitted with permission of the Building Inspector. 

 
6.3.25 In addition to the maximum number and size of permitted signs, identification signs may be 

erected over or by the doorway to such portion of the building.  The sign area shall not 
exceed ten per cent (10%) of the area of such doorway portion of the building. 

 
6.3.26 No portable or airborne signs, with or without images, shall be permitted. 
 
6.3.27 Subdivision signs:  Temporary Signs pertaining to the sale of lots, tracts or homes within a 

recorded subdivision are permitted on the site of such subdivision in all zoning districts in 
conformance with the following: 

 
a. One (1) sign per recorded subdivision pre perimeter abutting street up to a maximum 

of two (2) signs per subdivision.  Such signs shall not be transferable from one street 
frontage to another. 

b. A Permit shall be required for the placement of a subdivision sign.  Such permit shall 
be valid for one (1) year or until all lots in the subdivision permits issued, whichever 
occurs first.  Permit may be renewed at the discretion of the Building Inspector. 
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c. Signs shall be placed at least ten (10) feet from any public right-of-way and shall be 
promptly removed upon completion of the sale of the lots, or all building permits 
issued, or the expiration date specified by the permit, whichever is sooner. 

d. Signs shall not exceed forty-eight (48) square feet in area or six (6) feet in height. 
 
6.3.28 Temporary Signs:  The following temporary signs are permitted and shall conform to 

standards within the town, state or federal ordinance, statutes or regulations: 
 

a. Temporary Signs Giving Notice. Signs of a temporary nature such as advertisements 
of charitable functions, notices of meetings and other non-commercial signs of a 
similar nature, are permitted for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days and shall be 
removed by the person(s) who posted the signs within forty-eight (48) hours after 
fulfilling its function. 

 
b. Temporary Political Signs.  Temporary political signs for State elections shall be in 

accordance with RSA 664:17 “Placement and Removal of Political Advertising”. 
 

“No political advertising shall be placed on or affixed to any public property including 
highway rights-of-way or private property without the owner’s consent.  The earliest 
date on which political advertising may be placed or affixed shall be the last Friday in 
July prior to a state primary.  All political advertising shall be removed by the 
candidate no later than the second Friday following the election unless the election is 
a primary and the advertising concerns a candidate who is a winner in the primary.  
No person shall remove, deface or knowingly destroy any political advertising which 
is placed on or affixed to any private property except the owner of the property or a 
law enforcement officer removing improper advertising; provided, however, that, 
before a law enforcement officer removes any advertisement, he shall notify the 
candidate that it is improper, and allow the candidate twenty-four (24) hours to 
remove the advertisement himself”.     Source:  1979, 436:1, 1994, 4:28, effective May 27, 1994 

 
Temporary Political Signs.  Not covered by RSA 664:17 shall be permitted for a 
period of sixty (60) days before the election date to which the sign refers and must be 
removed within forty-eight (48) hours after the election has occurred.  The maximum 
size of temporary political signs shall be thirty-two (32) square feet. 
 

c. Temporary Yard/Garage Sale Signs.  Temporary yard/garage sale signs, and the 
like, are permitted for a three (3) day period prior to the event and may no larger than 
four (4) square feet.  Signs are to be removed within twenty-four (24) hours of the 
event. 
 

d. Temporary New Business Signs.  New businesses may use temporary signs while 
awaiting arrival of permanent signage; however, they shall be allowed only until 
permanent signage is installed or for ninety (90) days, whichever is the shorter period 
of time, and shall be limited to the same area and size requirements as the permanent 
signage.  The ninety (90) day period of the permit may be extended by the Building 
Inspector. 



 51 

 
6.3.29 The owner, lessee, or manager of a freestanding sign, and the owner of the land on which 

the same is located, shall keep grass or weeds and other growth cut and debris and rubbish 
cleaned up and removed from the lot on which the sign is located. 

 
6.3.30 No sign in any district shall be illuminated by other than incandescent or fluorescent light; 

nor shall any illuminated sign or advertising outline any part of a building such as a gable, 
roof, sidewalk or corner. 

 
6.3.31 No sign, illuminated or indirectly, shall be permitted within fifty (50) feet of property in any 

residential zone, or residentially occupied commercially zoned property, unless the 
illumination of the sign is so designed that it does not shine light directly onto any adjacent 
property or onto any street.  (See Lighting section of the Site Plan Review Regulations) 

 
6.3.32 No sign shall be affixed directly to a tree, utility pole, light pole, traffic control device, barn, 

shed or roof of a building or structure without the owner’s permission. 
 
6.3.33 No sign shall be painted directly on the wall of a building or directly on a fence or other 

accessory structure or directly on any paved surface other than required traffic control 
information. 

 
6.3.34 No sign shall be located at the rear of premises facing residential property. 
 
6.3.35 No signs shall be permitted in the public right-of-way, or on Town property.  (See Section 6.5 

– EXCEPTIONS AND SIGNS NOT REQUIRING A PERMIT) 
 
6.3.36 On a DIRECTORY BOARD, each listing shall be no larger than one (1) square foot.  A 

directory board shall be considered to be a wall sign for each business. 
 
6.3.37 The SIGN SUPORT STRUCTURE shall not exceed ten percent (10%) of the permitted sign. 
 
6.3.38 Electronic message boards and flashing signs: Signs containing electronic message boards 

shall be prohibited.  Signs that flash, rotate, or otherwise create movement are prohibited; this 
includes time/temperature signs. (amended 2008) (2008:30) 

 

6.4.1 No more than one (1) sign advertising or promoting business activities shall be permitted on 
any lot in the  Residential District. 

 
6.4.2 A single free-standing sign is permitted for each business or industry, 
 

6.4      NUMBER OF SIGNS 
 

 a. where two or more businesses or industries share a lot or tract, a single free-standing 
sign listing all tenants and/or occupants shall serve the lot or parcel; 

 b. in the event of a lot or tract with frontage on more than one  right-of-way, the provisions 
of (a) above shall apply to each right-of-way, but in no case shall the total sign area 
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exceed twice that is described previously in Sections 6.3 and 6.4, not be generally 
visible from the other right-of-way. 

 
6.4.3 For public safety, an additional directory sign, listing directories to businesses within a 

complex, may be permitted within a lot.  Sign must be, as a minimum, fifty (50) feet from the 
edge of the right-of-way and not larger than twenty-four (24) square feet.  Sign location and 
associated lighting is to be approved by the Planning Board during the Site Plan Review. 

6.4.4 Any traffic, directional or public safety sign owned, installed or required by a government 
agency shall be permitted.  The size and number of such signs shall not be considered in 
determining the size and number of signs permitted on the lot or parcel. 

 

6.5.1 Signs erected and maintained for public safety and welfare or pursuant to and in discharge of 
any governmental function, or required by law, ordinance or governmental regulation. 

6.5      EXCEPTIONS AND SIGNS NOT REQUIRING A PERMIT 
 
Signs are permitted for the following uses and purposes without a permit unless otherwise stated. 
 

 
6.5.2 A Name Sign not exceeding one (1) square foot in area identifying the name(s) of the residents 

of the premises where such sign is located. 
 
6.5.3 Garage/Yard Sale Signs are permitted for seventy-two (72) hours prior to the sale and must be 

removed within twenty-four (24) hours of the sale. 
 
6.5.4 Flags and temporary signs for political or charitable purposes; for public organizations; for 

state and political subdivisions thereof; and national and international flags. 
 
6.5.5 In any zone, two additional non-illuminated temporary home produce and products signs, not 

to exceed sixteen (16) square feet in each area, are permitted. 
 
6.5.6 One temporary sign, used by real estate agents, or property owner, advertising property for 

sale, or those used by contractors, architects, painters or other artisans advertising work in 
progress is permitted on any lot or parcel, provided it is unlighted, is located no less than five 
(5) feet away from the edge of the pavement or off of the right-of-way edge (whichever 
distance is greater), does not exceed twelve (12) square feet in area, and is removed when the 
work is completed, or within a six month period, whichever occurs first.  A six-month 
extension may be granted by the Board.   

 
6.5.7 In addition to the maximum number, total square footage and size of permitted signs, one 

“Open” flag is permitted in all districts, subject to the following conditions: 
 

a. The flag shall be flown only during open business hours. 
b. The flag area is limited to a maximum of sixteen (16) square feet. 
 

6.5.8 For each permitted or required parking lot/area that has a capacity of more than five (5) cars, 
one (1) sign, not more than two (2) square feet in area, designating each entrance or exit; and 
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one (1) sign, not more than nine (9) square feet in area, designating the conditions of use of the 
parking area. 

 
6.5.9 One (1) “For Sale” or “For Rent” sign per lot, not more than nine (9) square feet in area.  

Corner lots may have one (1) additional sign.  Such signs shall be removed within seven (7) 
days after the sale, rental or lease have been accomplished. 

 
6.5.10 Signs established by, or by order of, any governmental agency. 
 
6.5.11 For construction on or development or a lot, one (1) sign, not more than twelve (12) square 

feet in area, indicating the name of the contractors, engineers, or architect, or products being 
used in the construction of a building, but only during the time that construction or 
development is actively underway; up to a period of three (3) months no permit is required. 

 
6.5.12 For an event of public interest such as a civic or church affair, one (1) sign, not over forty-

eight (48) square feet in area, located upon the site of the event.  Such sign shall not be 
erected more than thirty (30) days before the event and shall be removed within forty-eight 
(48) hours after the event.  Also directional signs, not more than four (4) square feet in area, 
showing only a directional arrow and the name of the event.  Such signs shall not be erected 
more than seven (7) days before the event and shall be removed within forty-eight (48) hours 
after the event. 

 
6.5.13 Signs not visible from any public thoroughfare or right-of-way or from beyond the 

boundaries of the lot or parcel upon which they are located.  
 
6.5.14 Signs within completely enclosed buildings and not visible from the outside of the building. 
 
6.5.15 Directional and instructional non-electric signs, which provide instruction or direction and 

are located entirely on a property to which they pertain and do not exceed eight (8) square 
feet in each area and do not in any way advertise a business.  This includes, but is not limited 
to, such signs as those identifying restrooms, telephones, parking areas, entrances and exits. 

 
6.5.16 House numbers and name plates not exceeding two (2) square feet in area for each 

residential, commercial or industrial building. 
 
6.5.17 No trespassing and no dumping signs not to exceed four (4) square feet in area per sign. 
 
6.5.18 A non-illuminated sign painted or lettered directly on a window for the specific purposes of 

identifying the proprietor or name of the business to the passerby.  Such a sign shall be in 
additional to all other authorized signs, and shall not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of 
total glass area of the window or glass door on which it is located.  Such sign shall not be 
construed to be a window promotional sign. 

 
6.5.19 Vehicular signs on a truck, bus, trailer or other vehicle, while operating in the normal course 

of business, which is not the primary purpose of the vehicle. 
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6.5.20 Neighborhood identification signs in the residential zone including a sign, masonry wall, 
landscaping, or other similar material and feature may be combined to form a display for 
neighborhood or subdivision identification provided that the legend of such sign or display 
shall consist only of the neighborhood or subdivision name. 

 

All signs validly existing prior to the adoption of this ordinance shall enjoy the status of being valid, 
non-conforming signs.  Existing signs which are rendered non-conforming by this Ordinance shall not 
be enlarged, expanded, or brought closer than fifteen (15) feet of the pavement's edge or closer than the 
right-of-way edge (whichever distance is greater).  Signs which are replaced (other than the message 
portion of the sign) shall comply with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent possible.  Normal 
maintenance and repairs are permitted. 
 

6.6       NON-CONFORMING SIGNS 
 

6.7       FEES 
 
A fee shall be charged for each sign permit, payable to the Town of Greenland.  See Building Permit 
Fee Schedule at the end of the Building Regulations.   
 

6.8.1 This Ordinance shall be enforced by the Code Enforcement Official. 

6.8 ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT AND APPEALS 
 

 
6.8.2 If the Code Enforcement Official finds that any provision of this Ordinance is being violated, 

he shall notify by registered or certified mail the person determined to be responsible for the 
violation, indicating the nature of the violation and ordering the action necessary to correct it. 

 
6.8.3 The Town Selectmen, of Code Enforcement Official, may order the removal of any sign which 

represents a hazard to public safety or which is found to be in such disrepair so that it fails to 
perform its function.  The owner of a sign ordered removed shall have thirty (30) days to 
conform with this Ordinance before removal of the sign by the Town. 

 
6.8.4 When any violation of any provision of this Ordinance is found to exist, the Code Enforcement 

Official is hereby authorized and directed to institute any actions and proceeding that may be 
appropriate or necessary to enforce the provision of this Ordinance. 

 
6.8.5 Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Code Enforcement Official may appeal to the Board 

of Adjustment within thirty (30) days. 
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ARTICLE VII 

AQUIFER PROTECTION DISTRICT 
(Adopted 1989) 

 

Pursuant to RSA 674:16-21, the Town of Greenland hereby adopts an Aquifer Protection District and 
accompanying regulations in order to protect, preserve and maintain potential  groundwater supplies 
and related groundwater recharge areas within a known aquifer identified by the United States 
Geological Survey.  The objectives of the aquifer protection district are: 
 
7.1.1 to encourage uses that can appropriately and safely be located in the aquifer recharge areas. 
 
7.1.2 to promote future growth and development of the Town, in accordance with the Master Plan, 

by ensuring the future availability of public and private water supplies. 
 

7.1       AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE 
 

7.2.2 DWELLING UNIT:  A  building or that portion of a building consisting of one or more rooms 
designed for living and sleeping purposes, including kitchen and sanitary facilities and intended 
for  occupancy by not more than one  family or household. 

 
7.2.3 GROUNDWATER:  All the water below the land surface in the zone of saturation capable of 

yielding water to a well. 
 

7.2       DEFINITIONS 
 
7.2.1 AQUIFER:  For the purpose of this Ordinance, aquifer means a geologic formation, group of 

formations, or part of a formation that is capable of yielding quantities of groundwater usable 
for municipal or private water supplies. 

 

7.2.4 GROUNDWATER RECHARGE:  The infiltration of precipitation through surface soil 
materials into groundwater.  Recharge may also occur from surface waters, including lakes, 
streams and  wetlands. 

 
7.2.5 LEACHABLE WASTES:  Waste materials, including  solid wastes,  sludge and agricultural 

wastes that are capable of releasing contaminants to the surrounding environment. 
 
7.2.6 MINING OF LAND: Removal of geologic materials such as topsoil, sand, gravel, metallic 

ores, or bedrock to be used as building stone. 
 
7.2.7 NON-CONFORMING USE: Any lawful use of  buildings,  structures, premises, land or parts 

thereof existing as of the effective date of this Ordinance or amendment thereto, and not in 
conformance with the provisions of this Ordinance, shall be considered to be a non-conforming 
use. 

 
7.2.8 NON-MUNICIPAL WELL:  Any well not owned and operated by the Town of Greenland or 

its agent. 
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7.2.9 RECHARGE AREA:  The land surface area from which  groundwater recharge occurs. 
 
7.2.10 SLUDGE:  Residual materials produced by the  sewage treatment process. 
 
7.2.11 SOLID WASTE:  Any discarded or abandoned material including refuse, putrescible 

material,  septage, or sludge, as defined by New Hampshire Solid Waste Rules He-P 1901.03.  
Solid waste includes solid, liquid, semi-solid, or contain gaseous waste material resulting 
from residential,  industrial,  commercial, mining, and agricultural operations. 

 
7.2.12 STRUCTURE:  Anything constructed or erected, except a boundary wall or fence, the use of 

which requires location on the ground or attachment to something on the ground.  For the 
purpose of this Ordinance,  buildings are structures. 

 
7.2.13 TOXIC OR HAZARDOUS MATERIALS:  Any substance or mixture of such physical, 

chemical, or infectious characteristics as to pose a significant, actual or potential hazard to 
water supplies, or other hazard to human health, if such substance or mixture were discharged 
to land or waters of this Town.  Toxic or hazardous materials include, without limitation, 
volatile organic chemicals, petroleum products, heavy metals, radioactive or infectious 
wastes, acids and alkalies, and include products such as pesticides, herbicides, solvents and 
thinners, and such other substances as defined in new Hampshire Water Supply and Pollution 
Control Rules, Section Ws 10.04 (1), in New Hampshire  Solid Waste Rules He-P 1901.03 
(v), and in the Code of Federal Regulations 40 CFR 261.  Wastes generated by the following  
commercial activities are presumed to be toxic or hazardous, unless and except to the extent 
that anyone engaging in such an activity can demonstrate the contrary to the satisfaction of 
the  Planning Board: 

 
-- Airplane, boat and motor  vehicle service and  repair; 
-- Chemical and bacteriological laboratory operation; 
-- Dry Cleaning; 
-- Electronic circuit manufacturing; 
-- Metal plating, finishing and polishing; 
-- Motor and machinery service and assembly; 
-- Painting, wood preserving and furniture stripping; 
-- Pesticide and herbicide application; 
-- Photographic processing; 
-- Printing. 
 

7.3.1 Location:  The  Aquifer Protection District is defined as the primary aquifer shown to be 
located in Greenland as delineated by the U.S. Geological Survey in the published map entitled 
Aquifer Boundaries, Data-Collection Locations, Altitudes of the Water Table, Hazardous 
Waste Sites, and  Concentrates of Major Chemical Constituents  for Stratified-Drift Aquifers in 

7.3       DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 
 



 61 

the Lower Merrimack and Coastal River Basins, Southeastern New Hampshire (Stekl and 
Flannigan, USGS, 1988).  This aquifer boundary is hereby adopted as the Aquifer Protection 
District and incorporated as part of the Official  Zoning Map of the Town of Greenland. 
(Amended 1998*) 
 

7.3.2 Recharge Areas:  For the purpose of this Ordinance, the primary recharge area for the identified 
aquifer is considered to be co-terminus with that aquifer.  No secondary recharge area has been 
identified at the time of enactment. 

 
7.3.3 Appeals:  Where the bounds of the identified aquifer or recharge area, as delineated, are in 

doubt or in dispute, any landowner aggrieved by such delineation may appeal the boundary 
location to the  Planning Board.  Upon receipt of such appeal, the Planning Board shall suspend 
further action on development plans related to the area under appeal and shall engage, at the 
landowner's expense, a qualified hydro geologist to prepare a report determining the proper 
location and extent of the aquifer and recharge area relative to the property in question.  The 
aquifer delineation shall be modified with a determination of the edge of the stratified sand and 
gravel information, subject to review and approval by the Planning Board. 

 

The following activities may be permitted provided they are conducted in accordance with the 
purposes and intent of this Ordinance: 
 
7.4.1 Any use permitted by the Greenland Zoning Ordinance, except as prohibited in Section 7.6 of 

this Article. 
 

7.4       PERMITTED USES 
 

7.4.2 Activities designed for  conservation of soil, water, plants and wildlife. 
     
7.4.3 Outdoor recreation, nature study, boating, fishing, and hunting where otherwise legally 

permitted. 
 
7.4.4 Normal operation and maintenance of existing water bodies and dams, splash boards and other 

water control, supply and  conservation devices. 
 
7.4.5 Foot, bicycle, and/or horse paths and bridges. 
 
7.4.6 Maintenance, repair of any existing structure, provided there is no increase in impermeable 

surface above the limit established in Section 7.7.3 of this Article. 
 
7.4.7 Farming, gardening, nursery, forestry, harvesting and grazing, provided that fertilizers, 

herbicides, pesticides, manure and other leachables are used appropriately at levels that will not 
cause  groundwater contamination are stored under shelter and are used in accordance with 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) for agricultural operations. 
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The following uses, if allowed in the underlying zoning district, are permitted only after a Conditional 
Use Permit is granted by the Greenland Planning Board: 
 

7.5       CONDITIONAL USES 
 

7.5.1  Industrial and commercial uses not otherwise prohibited in Section 6 of this Article. 
 
7.5.2  Multi-family residential development. 
   
7.5.3 Sand and gravel excavation and other mining provided that such excavation or mining is not 

carried out within eight (8) vertical feet of the seasonal high water table and that periodic 
inspections are made by the Planning Board or its agent to determine compliance. 

 
The Planning Board may grant a Conditional Use Permit for those uses listed above only after 
written findings of fact are made that all of the following conditions are met: 

 
 (a) The proposed use will not detrimentally affect the quality of the groundwater contained 

in the aquifer by directly contributing to pollution or by increasing the long-term 
susceptibility of the  aquifer to potential pollutants; 

 
 (b) The proposed use will not cause a significant reduction in the long-term volume of 

water contained in the aquifer or in the storage capacity of the aquifer; 
 
 (c) The proposed use will discharge no waste water on site other than that typically 

discharged by domestic waste water disposal systems and will not involve on-site 
storage or disposal of  toxic or  hazardous wastes as herein defined; 

 
 (d) The proposed use complies with all other applicable sections of this Article; 
 
 (e) A hydrogeologic study shall be submitted for uses which will discharge more than 

2,400 g.p.d. 
 
The Planning Board may require that the applicant provide data or reports prepared by a qualified 
hydrogeologist to assess any potential damage to the aquifer that may result from the proposed use.  
The Planning Board shall engage such professional assistance as it requires to adequately evaluate such 
reports and to evaluate in general, the proposed use in light of the above criteria. 
 
7.5.4 Golf Courses, as defined in Article II of this Ordinance, provided that fertilizer and pesticides 

and other  toxic or hazardous materials are used in accordance with Best Management Practices 
and in such a way as to not cause  groundwater contamination are stored in a secured area.  
(Adopted 1998*) 
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The following uses are prohibited in the  Aquifer Protection Zone except where permitted to continue 
as a  non-conforming use.  Such prohibited uses shall include, but not be limited to: 
 

7.6       PROHIBITED USES 
 

7.6.1 Disposal of  solid waste (as defined by N.H. RSA 149-M) other than brush or stumps generated 
on the property on which they are to be disposed. 

 
7.6.2 Storage and disposal of hazardous waste. 
 
7.6.3 Disposal of liquid or leachable wastes except that from one or two-family residential 

subsurface disposal systems, or as otherwise permitted as a conditional use. 
 
7.6.4 Subsurface storage of petroleum and other refined petroleum products. 
 
7.6.5 Industrial uses which discharge contact type process waters onsite.  Non-contact cooling water   

is permitted. 
 
7.6.6 Unenclosed storage of road salt or other de-icing chemicals. 
 
7.6.7 Dumping of  snow containing de-icing chemicals. 
 
7.6.8 Dry cleaning establishments. 
 
7.6.9 Automotive service and repair shops, junk and salvage yards. 
 
7.6.10 Laundry and car wash establishments not served by a central municipal sewer system. 
 
7.6.11 All on site handling, disposal, storage, processing or recycling of hazardous or toxic materials 

except where incidental to a permitted or conditionally permitted use. (Amended 1998*) 
 

7.7.1 Minimum Lot Size:  The minimum  lot size within the  Aquifer Protection District shall be the 
minimum lot size for zoning district in which the parcel is located.  For each dwelling unit over 
two units, an additional 20,000 square feet of  contiguous non-wetland soils shall be required.  

 

7.7     SUPPLEMENTAL DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 
 

7.7.2 Maximum Lot Coverage:  Within the Aquifer Protection District, not more than 20 percent of a 
single lot may be rendered impervious to groundwater infiltration for  residential uses, and not 
more than 35 percent for commercial/industrial uses.  The use of detention ponds is 
encouraged. 
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7.7.3 Hydrogeologic Study: Within the Aquifer Protection District, a hydrogeologic study shall be 
required for  subdivisions of ten (10) lots or greater or development proposals containing a  
septic system, or series of septic systems, designed for 2,400 gallons per day or greater, 
contained within one lot.  Hydrogeologic studies shall be performed by a qualified 
hydrogeologist.  These studies shall be sufficiently detailed to evaluate the development's 
impacts to  groundwater within both the parcel to be developed and the surrounding land. 

 
 All hydrogeologic studies shall include at least the following: 
 
 (a) An appropriate number of subsurface borings in order to determine the site geology and 

stratigraphy.  For sites up to 30 acres, the parcel shall contain a minimum of one boring 
per three acres, with a minimum of five borings for a site.  For sites greater than 30 
acres, additional borings of one per 10 acres is required. 

 
  1. Twenty percent (20%) of the borings shall be sampled utilizing the "split spoon" 

sampling technique. 
  2. At least one boring shall be dug to bedrock. 
  
 (b) Water table contours and  groundwater flow directions, with water table measurements 

using a series of shallow observation wells screened at the water table.  The number of 
observation wells required shall be the same as the borings above. 

 
(c) Water quality sampling and analysis to determine existing conditions, measuring the 

following parameters: NO3-N, NH3-N, pH, and specific conductance. 
 
 (d) Cumulative impact nitrogen loading analysis employing a saturation build-out model.  

The analysis shall include verification that the development will not cause the nitrate-
nitrogen (NO3

7.7.4 Septic System Design and Installation:  In addition to meeting all local and state septic system 
siting requirements, all new on-lot waste water disposal systems installed in the Aquifer 
Protection District shall be designed by a Sanitary Engineer licensed in New Hampshire.  These 
systems shall be installed under the supervision of said engineer. 

 
 A designated agent of the Town shall inspect the installation of each new system prior to 

covering, and shall certify that the system has been installed as designed. 
 

Septic systems are to be constructed in accordance with the most recent edition of the “Chapter 
Env-Wq 1000, Subdivision and Individual Sewage Disposal System Design Rules" as 
published by the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services, Water Division. 
(Updated 2008) 

 
  

-N) concentration to exceed 10 mg/l in the groundwater at the down-
gradient property boundary.  (Amended 1993) 
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However, the following more stringent requirements shall apply to all septic system 
construction: 

 
 (a) No filling of  wetlands allowed to provide the  minimum distance of septic systems to 

wetlands (Ws 1008.04). 
   

(b) Standards for fill material:  Fill material consisting of organic soils or other organic 
materials such as  tree stumps, sawdust, wood chips and bark, even with a soil matrix, 
shall not be used.  The in-place fill should have less than 15% organic soil by volume.   
 
The in-place fill should not contain more than 25% by volume of cobbles (6 inch 
diameter).  The in-place fill should not have more than 15% by weight of clay size 
(0.002 mm and smaller) particles.  The fill should be essentially homogeneous.  If 
bedding planes and other discontinuities are present, detailed analysis is necessary. 

 

Where applicable the following design and operation guidelines shall be observed within the  Aquifer 
Protection District: 
 
7.8.1 Nitrate loading. No development shall cause the nitrate-nitrogen (NO

7.8       DESIGN AND OPERATIONS GUIDELINES 
 

3

7.8.2 Safeguards.  Provision shall be made to protect against  toxic or  hazardous materials discharge 
or loss resulting from corrosion, accidental damage, spillage, or vandalism through measures 
such as:  spill control provisions in the vicinity of chemical or fuel delivery points; secured 
storage areas for toxic or hazardous materials; and indoor storage provisions for corrodible or 
dissolvable materials.  For operations which allow the evaporation of toxic or hazardous 
materials into the interiors of any structures, a closed vapor recovery system shall be provided 
for each such structure to prevent discharge of contaminated condensate into the groundwater. 

 
7.8.3 Location.  Where the premises are partially outside of the Aquifer Protection Overlay Zone, 

potential pollution sources such as on-site waste disposal systems shall be located outside the 
Zone to the extent feasible. 

 

-N) concentration to 
exceed 10 mg/l in the groundwater beyond the site.  (Amended 1993) 

   

7.8.4 Drainage.  All runoff from impervious surfaces shall be recharged on the site, and diverted 
toward areas covered with vegetation for surface infiltration to the extent possible.  Dry wells 
shall be used only where other methods are not feasible, and shall be preceded by oil, grease, 
and sediment traps to facilitate removal of contaminants. 

 

Upon application to the Board of Adjustment, a special exception shall be granted to permit the 
erection of a structure on a non-conforming lot within the Aquifer Protection District provided that all 
of the following conditions are found to exist. 
 

7.9       SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS FOR LOTS OF RECORD 
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7.9.1 The lot upon which an exception is sought was an official  lot of record, as recorded in the 
Rockingham County Registry of Deeds, prior to the date on which this amendment was posted 
and published in the Town. 

 
7.9.2 The use for which the exception is sought cannot feasibly be carried out on a portion or 

portions of the lot which are outside the Aquifer Protection District. 
 
7.9.3 Due to the provisions of Aquifer Protection District, no reasonable and economically viable use 

of the lot can be made without the exception. 
 
7.9.4 The design and construction of the proposed use will, to the extent practical, be consistent with 

the purpose and intent of this Section. 
  
7.10     NON-CONFORMING USES 
 
Any non-conforming use may continue and may be maintained, repaired and improved, unless such 
use is determined to be an imminent hazard to public health and safety.  No non-conforming use may 
be expanded, changed to another non-conforming use, or renewed after it has been discontinued for a 
period of 12 months or more. 
 

The provisions of the Aquifer Protection District shall be administered by the Planning Board.  All 
development proposals, other than single or two-family residential construction not involving the 
subdivision of land, shall be subject to subdivision and/or site plan review and approval in accordance 
with Planning Board rules and regulations.  Such review and approval shall precede the issuance of 
any  building permit by the Town. 
 

7.11     ADMINISTRATION 
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ARTICLE VIII 

FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 
(Adopted 1988, Amended 1989, 2002 and 2005) 

 

This  ordinance, adopted pursuant to the authority of RSA 674:16, shall be known as the Town of 
Greenland Floodplain Management District Ordinance.  The regulations in this ordinance shall overlay 
and supplement the regulations in the Town of Greenland Zoning Ordinance, and shall be considered 
part of the Zoning Ordinance for the purposes of administration and  appeals under state law.  If any 
provision of this ordinance differs or appears to conflict with any provision of the Zoning Ordinance or 
other ordinance or regulation, the provision imposing the greater restriction or more stringent standard 
shall be controlling. 
 

8.1       AUTHORITY 
 

The following regulations shall apply to all lands designated as special  flood hazard areas by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in its "Flood Insurance Study for the Town of 
Greenland County of Rockingham, NH" dated May 17, 2005, or as amended together with the 
associated Flood Insurance Rate Maps, dated May 17, 2005, or as amended effective date May 17, 
1989, which are declared to be a part of this ordinance. (Amended 2000*, 2005) 
 

8.2       DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 
 

8.3.3 BASEMENT:  Any area of the building having its floor subgrade (below ground level) on all 
sides. 

 

8.3       DEFINITIONS 
 
8.3.1 AREA OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD:  The land in the flood plain within Greenland subject 

to a one-percent or greater possibility of flooding in any given year.  The area is designated as 
Zone A as designated on the FIRM as Zones A or AE. (Amended 2000*) 

 
8.3.2 BASE FLOOD:  The flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any 

given year.  According to the Flood Insurance Study, the base flood along Great Bay is at an 
elevation of seven (7) feet above mean sea level, using the National Geodetic Vertical Datum 
of 1929. 

 

8.3.4 BREAKAWAY WALL:  A wall that is not part of the structural support of the building and is 
intended through its design and construction to collapse under specific lateral loading forces 
without causing damage to the elevated portion of the building or supporting  foundation. 

 
8.3.5 BUILDING:  (see "Structure"). 
 
8.3.6 BUILDING INSPECTOR:  The Town Building Inspector or his agent. 
 
8.3.7 DEVELOPMENT:  Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including 

but not limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving,   
excavation or drilling operations. 
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8.3.8 FEMA: means the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 
 
8.3.9 FLOOD or FLOODING:  A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation 

of normally dry land areas from: 
 
 (a) The overflow of inland or tidal waters. 
 (b) The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source. 
 
8.3.10 FLOOD ELEVATION STUDY:  An examination evaluation and determination of flood 

hazards and, if appropriate, corresponding water surface elevations, or an examination, 
evaluation and determination of mudslide (i.e. mudflow) and/or flood-related erosion hazards. 

 
8.3.11 FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP (FIRM): means an official map incorporated with this 

ordinance, on which FEMA has delineated both the special flood hazard areas and the risk 
premium zones applicable to the Town of Greenland. 

 
8.3.12 FLOOD INSURANCE STUDY:  (see "Flood elevation study"). 
 
8.3.13 FLOODPLAIN or FLOODPRONE AREA:  Any land area susceptible to being inundated by 

water from any source (see definition of "Flooding"). 
 
8.3.14 FLOOD PROOFING:  Any combination of structural and non-structural additions, changes, 

or adjustments to structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or 
improved real property, water and sanitary facilities, structures and their contents. 

 
8.3.15 FLOODWAY:  (see "Regulatory floodway"). 
 
8.3.16 FUNCTIONALLY DEPENDENT USE: means a use which cannot perform its intended 

purpose unless it is located or carried out in close proximity to the water.  The term includes 
only docking and port facilities that are necessary for the loading/unloading of cargo and 
passengers, and ship building/repair facilities but does not include long-term storage or 
related manufacturing facilities. 

 
8.3.17 HIGHEST ADJACENT GRADE:  The highest natural elevation of the ground surface prior 

to construction next to the proposed walls of a structure. 
 
8.3.18 HISTORIC  STRUCTURE: means any structure that is: 
 

(a)  Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained by 
the Department of Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the 
Interior as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register; 

(b)  Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing 
to the historical significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily 
determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district;   
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(c) Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in states with historic 
preservation programs which have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or 

(d) Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic 
preservation programs that have been certified either: 

 
1. By an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior, 

or  
2. Directed by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs. 

 
8.3.19 INLAND WETLANDS: Those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface water or 

groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal 
conditions does support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil 
conditions. (Amended 2005) 

 
8.3.20 ISOLATED NON-BORDERING WETLANDS: Those areas of 3,000 sf or less, that are 

inundated or saturated by surface water or groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient 
to support, and that under normal conditions does support, a prevalence of vegetation 
typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions, but which are not within 100 feet of any 
other wetlands and do not abut a marsh, pond, bog, lake, river, natural, intermittent or 
perennial stream. (Amended 2005) 

 
8.3.21 LOWEST FLOOR:  The lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including  basement).  An 

unfinished or  flood resistant enclosure, usable solely for  parking of vehicles, building access 
or storage in an area other than a basement area is not considered a building's lowest floor:  
provided, that such enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in violation of the 
applicable non-evaluation design requirements of this ordinance. 

 
8.3.22 MANUFACTURED HOME:  A structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is 

built on a permanent chassis and is designed for use with or without a permanent  foundation 
when connected to the required utilities.  For flood plain management purposes the term 
"manufactured home" also includes park  trailers, travel trailers, and other similar vehicles 
placed on a site for greater than 180 consecutive days.  For insurance purposes the term 
"manufactured home" does not include park trailers, travel trailers, and other similar vehicles. 

 
8.3.23 MEAN SEA LEVEL:  For purposes of the National Food Insurance Program, the National 

Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929 or other datum, to which base flood elevations 
shown on Greenland's  Flood Insurance Rate Map are referenced. 

 
8.3.24 100-YEAR  FLOOD:  (see "Base Flood"). 
   
8.3.25 RECREATIONAL VEHICLE:  Means a vehicle which is (I) built on a single chassis, (ii) 400 

square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projection; (iii) designed to be self 
propelled or permanently towable by a light duty  truck; and (iv) designed primarily not for 
use as a permanent  dwelling but as temporary living quarters for recreational,  camping, 
travel or seasonal use.  (Adopted 1994) 
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8.3.26 REGULATORY FLOODWAY:  The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent 
land areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively 
increasing the water surface elevation more than one foot at any point.  These areas are 
designated as floodways on the Flood Boundary and Floodway Maps. 

 
8.3.27 RIVERINE:  Relating to, formed by, or resembling a river (including tributaries), stream, 

brook, etc. 
 
8.3.28 SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA:  An area having special flood, mudslide (i.e., 

mudflow) and/or flood-related erosion hazards, and shown on the FIRM as zone A, AE, (see 
"Area of special flood hazard").  (Amended 2000*) 

 
8.3.29 START OF CONSTRUCTION:  Includes substantial improvement, and means the date the  

building permit was issued, provided the actual start of construction,  repair, reconstruction, 
placement or other improvement was within 180 days of the permit date.  The actual start 
means either the first placement of permanent construction of a structure on a site, such as the 
pouring of a slab or footings, the installation of piles, the construction of columns, or any 
work beyond the stage of excavation; or the placement of a manufactured home on a  
foundation.  Permanent construction does not include land preparation, such as clearing, 
grading and filling; nor does it include the installation of streets and/or walkways; nor does it 
include excavation for a basement, footings, piers, or foundations or the erection of 
temporary forms; nor does it include the installation on the property of  accessory buildings 
(garages, sheds, etc.) not occupied as  dwelling units or not part of the main structure. 

 
8.3.30 STRUCTURE:  For floodplain management purposes, a walled and roofed building, 

including a gas or liquid storage tank, that is principally above ground, as well as a 
manufactured home. 

 
8.3.31 SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE: means damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby 

the cost of restoring the structure to its before damaged condition would equal or exceed 50 
percent of the market value of the structure before the damage occurred. 

     
8.3.32 SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT:  Any combination of  repairs, reconstruction, alteration, 

or improvements to a structure in which the cumulative cost equals or exceeds 50% of the 
market value of the structure.  The market value of the structure should be (1) the appraised 
value of the structure prior to the start of the initial repair or improvement, or (2) in the case 
of damage, the value of the structure prior to the damage occurring.  For the purpose of this 
ordinance, "substantial improvement" is considered to occur when the first alteration of any 
wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of the building commences, whether or not that 
alteration affects the external dimensions of the structure.  The term does not include any 
project for improvement of a structure required to comply with existing health, sanitary, or 
safety codes which are solely necessary to assure safe living conditions or any alteration of a 
structure listed on the National Register of Historic Places provided that the alteration will 
not preclude the structure’s continued designation as an historic district. (Amended 2000*) 
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8.3.33 TIDAL INFLUENCED LANDS: All lands submerged by mean high tide and, in addition, 
those areas which border of tidal waters, such as banks, bogs, salt marsh, swamps, meadows, 
flats or other lowlands subject to tidal action, whose surface is at an elevation not exceeding 
three and one-half feet above local mean high tide and upon which grow or are capable of 
growing a variety of tidal plants.  The occurrence of saltmarsh peat at the undisturbed surface 
is also evidence of a tidal influenced land. (Amended 2005) 

 
8.3.34 WATER SURFACE ELEVATION:  The height, in relation to the National Geodetic Vertical 

Datum (NGVD) of 1929, (or other datum, where specified) of  floods of various magnitudes 
and frequencies in the flood plains of coastal or riverine areas. 

 

All proposed development in any special flood hazard areas shall require a Flood Hazard Development 
Permit.  Applications for the Permit shall include the following:  general information,  site plan, 
surveyor's certification,  building plans, certified floodproofing methods for  non-residential structures, 
etc.  Applications for the Permit can be obtained from the Town Office.  A fee shall be charged for 
each permit, payable to the Town of Greenland.   Fees will be established by the Board of Selectmen at 
a duly posted public hearing. 
 

8.4       PERMIT APPLICATION 
 

The Town's Building Inspector shall review all  building permit applications for new construction or 
substantial improvements to determine whether proposed building sites will be reasonably safe from 
flooding.  If a proposed building site is in a flood-prone area, all new construction and substantial 
improvements shall (i) be designed (or modified) and adequately anchored to prevent floatation, 
collapse, or lateral movement of the  structure resulting from hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads, 
including the effects of buoyancy, (ii) be constructed with materials resistant to flood damage, (iii) be 
constructed by methods and practices that minimize flood damage, and (iv) be constructed with 
electrical, heating, ventilation, plumbing and air conditioning equipment and other service facilities 
that are designed and/or located so as to prevent water from entering or accumulating within the 
components during conditions of flooding. 
 

8.5       DESIGN CRITERIA 
 

Where new and replacement water sewer systems (including on-site systems) are proposed in  flood-
prone areas, the applicant shall provide the Building Inspector with assurance that new and 
replacement sanitary  sewage systems will be designed to minimize or eliminate infiltration of flood 
waters into the systems and discharges from the systems into flood waters, and on-site waste disposal 
systems will be located to avoid impairment to them or contamination from them during periods of 
flooding. 
 

8.6       SEWER DESIGN 
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The Building Inspector shall maintain for public inspection, and furnish upon request, any certification 
of flood-proofing and the as-built elevation (in relation to mean sea level) of the lowest floor 
(including  basement) of all new or substantially improved  structures, and include whether or not such 
structures contain a basement.  If the structure has been floodproofed, the as-built elevation (in relation 
to mean sea level) to which the structure was floodproofed.  This information must be furnished by the 
applicant. 
  

8.7       RECORD OF CONSTRUCTION 
 

8.8       STATE AND FEDERAL PERMITS 
 
The Building Inspector shall review proposed developments to assure that all necessary permits have 
been received from those governmental agencies from which approval is required by Federal or State 
law, including Section 404 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972, 33 
U.S.C. 1334.  It shall be the responsibility of the applicant to certify these assurances to the Building 
Inspector. 
 

8.9.1 In riverine situations, prior to the alteration or relocation of a watercourse, the applicant for 
such authorization shall notify the Wetlands Board of the New Hampshire Environmental 
Services Department and submit copies of such notification to the Building Inspector.  Further, 
the applicant shall be required to submit copies of said notification to those adjacent 
communities as determined by the Building Inspector. 

 

8.9       WATERCOURSES 
 

8.9.2 Within the altered or relocated portion of any watercourse, the applicant shall submit to the 
Building Inspector, certification provided by a registered professional engineer assuring that the 
flood carrying capacity of the watercourse has been maintained. 

 
8.9.3 Along watercourses that have a designated Regulatory Floodway, no encroachments, including 

fill, new construction, substantial improvements, and other development are allowed within the 
designated Regulatory Floodway that would result in any increase in flood levels within the 
community during the base flood discharge.  In Zone A the Building Inspector shall obtain, 
review, and reasonably utilize any floodway data available from a Federal, State, or other 
source as criteria for requiring that development meet the floodway requirements of this 
section. 

 
8.9.4 Along watercourses that have not had a regulatory floodway designated, no new construction, 

substantial improvements or other development (including fill) shall be permitted within Zones 
A1-30 and AE on the FIRM, unless it is demonstrated that the cumulative effect of the 
proposed development, when combined with all other existing and anticipated development, 
will not increase the water surface elevation of the base  flood more than one foot at any point 
within the community. 
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8.10.1 In special flood hazard areas the Building Inspector shall determine the 100 year flood 
elevations.  The Building Inspector may require a registered New Hampshire surveyor to 
delineate the 100-year flood zone, certified in writing.  Flood elevations shall be determined 
in the following order of precedence according to the data available: 

  

8.10     DISTRICT BOUNDARIES AND DESIGN 
 

 (a) In Zones AE, V1-30, and VE, refer to the elevation provided in the Greenland’s  
Flood Insurance Study and accompanying FIRM. (Amended 2000*) 

 
 (b) In unnumbered A zones, the Building Inspector shall obtain, review, and reasonably 

utilize any 100-year flood elevation data available from Federal or State agencies, 
and/or any development proposals submitted to the community (example subdivision 
plans, site plans, etc.) or any other available source. 

 
8.10.2 The Building Inspector's 100 year flood elevation determination will be used as criteria for 

requiring in Zones AE, and A that: (Amended 2000*) 
 

(a) all new construction and substantial improvements of  residential  structures have the 
lowest floor (including  basement) elevated to or above the 100 year flood elevation; 

 
(b) that all new construction and substantial improvements of  non-residential structures 

have the lowest floor (including basement) elevated to or above the 100 year flood 
level; or together with attendant utility and sanitary facilities, shall: 

 
  1. be floodproofed so that below the 100 year flood elevation the structure is 

watertight with walls substantially impermeable to the passage of water; 
  2. have structural components capable of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic 

loads and the effects of buoyancy; and 
  3. be certified by a registered professional engineer or architect that the design and 

methods of construction are in accordance with accepted standards of practice 
for meeting the provisions of this section; 

 
(c) all manufactured homes to be placed or substantially improved within special  flood 

hazard areas shall be elevated on a permanent  foundation such that the lowest floor 
of the manufactured home is at or above the base flood level; and securely anchored 
to resist floatation, collapse, or lateral movement.  Methods of anchoring may 
include, but are not limited to, use of over-the-top or frame ties to ground anchors.  
This requirement is in addition to applicable state anchoring requirements for 
resisting wind forces; 

 
(d) for all new construction and substantial improvements, fully enclosed areas below 

the lowest floor that are subject to flooding are permitted provided the enclosed areas 
meet the following requirements:   
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1. the enclosed area is unfinished or flood resistant, useable solely for  parking of 
vehicles, building access or storage; 

2. the area is not a basement; and  
3. shall be designed to automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on exterior 

walls by allowing for the entry and exit of floodwaters.   
 
Designs for meeting this requirement must either be certified by a registered 
professional engineer or architect or must meet or exceed the following minimum 
criteria: a minimum of two openings having a total net area of not less than one square 
inch for every square foot of enclosed area subject to flooding shall be provided.  The 
bottom of all openings shall be no higher than one foot above grade.  Openings may 
be equipped with screens, louvers, or other coverings or devices provided that they 
permit the automatic entry and exit of floodwaters. 
 

(e) All  recreational vehicles placed on sites within zone AE shall either: (Amended 2000*) 
 

1. be on the site for fewer than 180 consecutive days;    
2. be fully licensed and ready for highway use; or    
3. meet all standards of Section 60.3 (b)(1) of the National Flood Insurance 

Program Regulations and the elevation and anchoring requirements for 
“manufactured homes” in Paragraph (c)(6) of Section 60.3 

 
8.11     VARIANCES AND APPEALS

A. Any order, requirement, decision or determination of the building inspector made under this 
Ordinance may be appealed to the Zoning  Board of Adjustment as set forth in NHRSA 676:5. 

 
B. If the applicant, upon appeal, requests a variance as authorized by NHRSA 674:33, I (b), the 

applicant shall have the burden of showing in addition to the usual variance standards under 
state law: 

 
1. that the variance will not result in increased flood heights, additional threats to public 

safety, or extraordinary public expense; 
2. that the variance will not result in increased flood heights, additional threats to public 

safety, or extraordinary public expense; 
3. that the variance is the minimum necessary, considering the flood hazard, to afford 

relief. 
 

  (Amended 2000*) 
 

C. The Zoning Board of Adjustment shall notify the applicant in writing that: (1) the issuance of a 
variance to construct below the base flood level will result in increased premium rates for  
flood insurance up to amounts as high as $25 for $100 of insurance coverage, and (2) such 
construction below the base flood level increases risks to life and property.  Such notification 
shall be maintained with a record of all variance actions.  
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D. The Town of Greenland shall (1) maintain a record of all variance actions, including their 
justification for their issuance, and (2) report such variances issued in its annual or biennial 
report submitted to FEMA’s Federal Insurance Administrator. 
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ARTICLE IX 

BIOSOLIDS ORDINANCE 
 

The purpose of this Section is to promote and insure the public health and safety of the citizens of the 
Town of Greenland by imposing additional requirements for the land application and surface disposal 
of  sewage  sludge, “biosolids”, and residential septage as well as requirements which are more 
stringent than the requirements set forth in 40 CFR 503.1 et seq.  See 40 CFR 503.5(b). Furthermore, it 
is the intent of this section to promote the continued use and viability of agricultural  farm land and 
protect  aquifer areas and their recharge areas while simultaneously promoting the economic and 
responsible management, handling and disposal of sewage sludge, “biosolids” and residential septage 
via land applications.  If at any time the Federal Government and or the State of New Hampshire, 
adopts more stringent requirements than the corresponding requirements of this Ordinance, the more 
stringent requirements shall control.  
 

9.1       PURPOSE AND INTENT 
  

9.2       DEFINITIONS 
 
The words and terms of this Section shall be defined as set forth in the 1994 edition of 40 CFR 503.1 et 
seq.  The following additional terms shall be incorporated into this ordinance: 
 
9.2.1 Class B:  refers to a specific classification and level of pathogen reduction in 

sewage sludge and residential septage. 
 
9.2.2 Land Application: means the application of septage or sludge directly to the ground surface, 

whether of not the material is incorporated into the surface soil. 
 
9.2.3 Owner:  means the owner of land on which septage and/or sludge is placed. 
 
9.2.4 Priority Pollutant: means an analysis performed in accordance with test. 
 
 Scan   method 8240 of “Test Methods for Evaluating Solid Waste”, Volume IB, 

Laboratory Manual, Physical/Chemical Methods, identified as EPA 
SW846, dated November 1986. 

 
9.2.5 Stockpiling:  means the placement of sludge on land for storage prior to land 

application. 
 

The use and disposal of sewage sludge and  residential septage, including, but not limited to, 
the stockpiling, treatment, and land application of sewage sludge, biosolids and/or septage is 
hereby prohibited in Aquifer/Water Supply Districts within the of the Town of Greenland, 
except as otherwise noted in this ordinance. 

9.3 USES 
 
9.3.1 Prohibited 
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9.3.2 Exemptions 
 

The following operations or activities shall be exempt from this Section: 
 

(a) the hauling and/or transportation of sewage sludge and residential septage over 
municipal roads; 

 
(b) the use of composted materials for residential lawn and garden applications.  For the 

purposes of this ordinance sewage sludge, residential septage and/or “ biosolids” shall 
not be used for residential lawn and garden applications. 

 
9.3.3 Allowed Uses 
 

Within all other zoned  districts except those listed in Section 9.3.1 above, Class B sewage 
sludge and residential septage may be stored, stockpiled, treated, applied and/or transported to a 
specific site.  This  permitted use is subject to  site plan review and meeting the requirements 
which are set forth in this Section, as well as any and all State and Federal standards or 
requirements, including the applicable requirements of 40 CFR 503.1 et seq. 

 
In order to safeguard against adverse water quality and public health effects, all sludge and 
residential septage transported into, stockpiled within, or land applied  must meet the Class B 
pathogen requirements of 40 CFR 503.32(a) and the vector control requirements of 40 CFR 
503.33(a)(1) before it is transported into the Town of Greenland. 

 
9.3.4 Uses by Conditional Permit 
 

Within permitted zoned  districts Class B sewage sludge and residential septage may to stored, 
stockpiled, treated, applied and transported to a specific site, which was formerly used or is 
presently being operated for the excavation of gravel, as permitted under RSA 155:E. The 
application shall be completed in accordance with the Best Management Practices, dated June 
1995, as written by the University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension. Said uses shall 
be subject to a conditional use permit and  site plan approval from the Town of Greenland  
Planning Board. 

 
9.4       APPLICATION, NOTIFICATION AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
 
In addition to complying with all record keeping and reporting requirements imposed by the State and 
Federal Government, any person planning to transport to, stockpile on, treat, or land apply sewage 
sludge or residential septage shall submit all of the following information to the Planning Board for 
Site Plan Review.   
 
The applicant shall receive Planning Board approval, with any conditions as the Planning Board deems 
necessary, and shall, at a minimum, wait until the appeal period has lapsed prior to the receipt of the 
sewage sludge and/or residential septage. The following information shall be supplemental information 
required in conjunction with the Site Plan Review requirements for Planning Board review of proposed 
use, transport, stockpiling and/or land application of sewage sludge and/or residential septage: 
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9.4.1 Site Plan Requirements: 
 

A site plan which illustrates the following with respect to any area in which sludge/septage is to 
be stockpiled, treated or applied to land: 

 
(a) A plan, prepared at a scale not to exceed the scale of 1"=100', with 2' topographic 

contours and all relative property boundaries; 
 

(b) A plan, prepared at a scale not to exceed the scale of 1"=100' which includes Order One 
Soil Survey information for the land application area and for the areas within 100' of the 
land application area; 

 
 (c)   The location and size of the stockpiling area(s); 

 
 (d)   The location, limits, and acreage of the land application area; 

 
(e)   The quantities of sewage sludge to be land applied and/or stockpiled and a  stormwater 

management plan for the stockpile area.  Stockpiles are not to be located less than 500' 
from a property boundary/line; 

 
 (f)   All areas of hydric soils, streams and open bodies of water within 100 feet of the 

stockpiling, treatment and land application area(s); 
  
 (g)   All adjacent wells, including the wells of all abutters, within 300 feet of the stockpiling, 

treatment and land application area(s); 
 

(h)   All roads within the Town of Greenland to be used for the transport of septage/sewage 
sludge, the frequency of use of these roads and the maximum quantities to be hauled on 
a daily/weekly/monthly basis; 
 

(i) An on-the-ground delineation of the application area. 
 

9.4.2 Written Reports for Site Plan Review Application 
 

(a)   The name, address, telephone number, and NPDES permit number of the Sludge 
Generating Facility; 

   
(b)  The name, address, telephone number, and NPDES permit number of any and all 

Sewage Sludge Treatment Facilities, if different from the Generating Facility; 
   
(c)  The name, address, telephone number, date of birth and license number of the Sewage 

Sludge and/or Septage Hauler; 
 
(d) The name, address, date of birth and telephone number of the land owner; 
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(e) The name, address, date of birth, mailing address, business and telephone number of the 
person stockpiling and applying the sewage sludge and/or residential septage to the 
land; 

 
(f) The name, address, date of birth and telephone number of the applicant; 
   
(g)   Laboratory Reports of all test results in accordance with the Best Management Practices 

as written by the University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension; 
   
(h)   The planned delivery date, or delivery dates; 
   
(i) The planned stockpiling time period(s), the location of said stockpiles and the 

management measures proposed to minimize stormwater run-off and odor.  
 
(j)   A narrative description of the treatment method used to meet Class B Sewage Sludge 

and/or Residential Septage requirements; 
   

(k) The total surface area of the planned application;  
       

(l)   The total sludge volume to be applied; 
   

(m) Previous land application data, including the cumulative site loading to date, and the 
site loading from the previous 2 years; 

   
(n) The number of land applications that can be performed without exceeding the 

cumulative pollutant loading rate set forth in Table Two (2) of 40 CFR 503.13; 
 

(o) A description of the intended capacity and life of the site and whether septage, sludge or 
both will be applied; 

 
(p) A certification prepared by a licensed  soil scientist, that the soil limits shall not exceed 

standards as stated in the Best Management Practices as written by the University of 
New Hampshire Cooperative Extension as applicable; 

 
(q) Written permission and/or executed contracts that any owner of land in a residentially-

zoned district consents to the stockpiling and/or application of sewage sludge and/or 
residential septage to their land by the applicant. 

      
(r) A list of all local and state permits or approvals which are required and whether the  

permits/approvals have been obtained or are pending. 
 

(s) A history of the site use covering 20 years immediately prior to submission of the 
application; 

 
(t) Site or facility design plans and specifications in accordance with Part Env-Ws 806. 
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(u) Operating plans in accordance with Part-Env-Ws 806; 
 
(v) Whether the applicant or any person participating in the septage/sludge generation or 

application process has been convicted on a criminal misdemeanor charge under any 
statute implemented by the State of New Hampshire Department of Environmental 
Services within five years prior to the date of application or on a criminal felony charge 
under any statute implemented by the Department of Environmental Services within ten 
years prior to the date of application; and 

 
(w) If the above information raises questions relative to the adequacy of protection of the 

environment and public health or safety, such other information as the Planning Board 
determines necessary to assure compliance with these rules and to protect the public 
health and safety of the environment.  

 
(x) If the applicant is not the owner, the application shall be accompanied by a written 

statement signed by the owner that the owner is aware that the application is being filed 
and has given permission to the applicant to file the application and to enter upon the 
land for the purposes of site investigation and construction and operation of the 
septage/sludge disposal site in the event that the Town of Greenland issues the permit. 

 
(y) Each application shall be submitted in quadruplicate and shall be accompanied by a fee, 

the amount to be set by the Board and included in the Site Plan Review Regulations. 
 

9.4.3  Site Plan Review Approval Conditions 
 

At a minimum the following conditions shall be imposed under the Planning Board’s Site Plan 
Review process: 

 
(a)  Written Approval. No applicant shall take delivery of any sewage sludge and/or 

residential septage until such time as the Planning Board, or their duly authorized 
representative has provided the applicant with approval in writing.  Such approval shall 
not be automatically given by the Board, but rather shall only be given once the Board 
has been fully satisfied that the applicant has met and will continue to meet the 
reporting requirements of this section, and has demonstrated to the Board that the 
proposed application will not present a threat to the health or public safety risk to the 
applicant, the property owner, the abutters of the land receiving sewage sludge and/or 
residential septage and any parcels which will be subject to or adjacent to land 
application. 

 
(b) Stockpiling. The stockpiling of all Class B sewage sludge and/or residential septage 

shall be done in conformance with all State and Federal requirements, including the 
requirements of 40 CFR 503.1 et seq and Best Management Practices for Biosolids, 
except as noted below.   In addition, Class B sewage sludge and/or residential septage 
may only be stockpiled on site if it is properly secured to limit airborne dispersal of 
sludge and/or residential septage from the pile,  storm water transportation of the sludge 
and/or residential septage and infiltration of leachate from the sewage sludge and/or 



 86 

residential septage into the ground water.  Sewage sludge and/or residential septage 
shall not be stockpiled for more than ninety (90) days from the first date of receipt.  
Storage of the sewage sludge and/or residential septage shall comply with the Best 
Management Practices.  No stockpiling shall occur within 500 feet from any property 
line and 300 feet from on-site dwellings and private water supplies. 

 
(c) Minimum Level of Materials. Any and all sewage sludge and/or residential septage 

must arrive on site in a Class B condition.  No treatment will be permitted on the site, 
except for that treatment which has been pre-approved by the Planning Board or their 
duly authorized representative.   

 
(d) Best Management Practices. The land application of all sewage sludge and/or 

residential septage shall be done in accordance with the general requirements and 
management practices set forth in 40 CFR 503.12 and 503.14 respectively and the Best 
Management Practices for Biosolids.  In addition to meeting State and Federal Vector 
Attraction Reduction Requirements (VARRS), including those set forth in 40 CFR 
503.33, (including at least one of the VARRS in Section 503.33(b)(1) through 
503.33(b)(8) which must have been conducted at the generation site), all sewage sludge 
applied to the land must be incorporated into the soil within twenty-four hours of the 
application, unless a specific exemption has been granted by the Planning Board. 

 
(e) Testing. All testing shall be conducted in accordance with the Best Management 

Practices, State requirements 40 CFR 503.1 et seq. and local requirements (Including 
the total recoverable analysis of the metals listed in Table 3, Section 503.13).  These test 
results shall be completed by a certified laboratory and submitted to the Board of 
Selectmen with a certification from the applicant that the applications have not 
exceeded the above noted standards.  Test results shall be submitted on a per load basis 
and before the applicant takes delivery of any sewage sludge in the Town of Greenland.   
These tests shall be conducted for each and every generation site and any and all testing 
costs shall be borne by the applicant. 

 
(f) Record Keeping.  

 
1. Every hauler permit holder shall maintain records of each load of septage 

hauled, including identification of the date hauled, the name and address of the 
client, the source of the septage hauled, and the disposal site or wastewater 
treatment facility at which the load was discharged. 

 
 2. Every septage/sludge disposal site permit holder shall maintain records of each 

load of septage or sludge received at the site, including identification of: 
 

a. The date received; 
b. The hauler delivering the load; 
c. The source of the material; 
d. The volume received; and  
e. The town municipality(ies) from which the material originates. 
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3. Every person who land applies or stockpiles sludge shall maintain records of 
each load of sludge received at each site, including identification of: 

 
a. The date received; 
b. The hauler delivering the load; 
c. The source of the material; 
d. The sludge quality certification number, if applicable; 
e. The volume received; 
f. The municipality(ies) from which the material originates. 

 
4. Records shall be maintained by the permit holder or the person undertaking the 

activity, as applicable, and shall be provided to the local municipality for review 
on an on-going basis. 

 
  5. Records shall be maintained for a minimum of three years.  Prior to disposing of 

any records, the permit holder or the person undertaking the activity, as 
applicable, shall submit a written request to the Board of Selectmen for 
permission to dispose of the records.  If the Boards determine that no  
enforcement actions are pending or contemplated for which the records are or 
would be necessary, the Board of Selectmen and the Planning Board shall 
authorize the applicant to dispose of the records. 

 
(g) Site and Management Plan Requirements. 

 
1. Each operating plan for a land application site shall include the following: 

 
a. Normal hours of operation of the site; 
b. Proposed route(s) of access to the site; 
c. Method of application and incorporation; 
d. Storage or stockpiling provisions; 
e. Anticipated source of material and anticipated service area; 
f. Quantity of material expected on a periodic basis, such as daily, weekly 

or monthly, and quantity of material expected over the entire life 
expectancy of the site, if applicable; 

g. The type of treatment required by 40 CFP 503 before application; 
h. Record keeping procedures; 
i. Measures to be taken to control vectors; 
j. A detailed odor control plan explaining the type of odors that will be 

generated by the activity and the procedures that will be used to address 
and resolve any odor complaints;    

k. Procedures for monitoring soil ph by UNH Analytical Services or by a 
method which produces results comparable to UNH Analytical Services’ 
results and analysis of the sludge by a laboratory certified by the New 
Hampshire Department of Environmental Services or other appropriate 
agency, to analyze wastewater for VOCs and metals; 
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l. If to be applied to an agricultural field, the applicant shall provide the 
following: a list of crops to be grown; the agronomic uptake rate 
calculations prepared in accordance with Best Management Practices 
(BMPs), the disposition of crops grown and the annual nitrogen loading 
and annual and lifetime heavy metals loading calculations; and any other 
specific management practices designed to ensure compliance with this 
ordinance. 

 
(h)  Minimum Operating Standards for Land Application. 

 
1. The operation of all facilities which manage septage and/or sludge through land 

application shall comply with federal regulations as specified in 40 CFR 503, in 
accordance with an operating plan per ENV-Ws 806.02 and in accordance with 
the requirements specified in this ordinance. 

 
2. No spreading shall be done on frozen or snow covered ground or when the 

ground is wet due to precipitation or flooding. 
 
3. No spreading shall be done on land which has a slope greater than 8 percent, that 

is, an 8 foot rise in 100 feet. 
 
4. No spreading shall be done on any hydric soils as defined in Env-Ws 1014.02 or 

in areas exhibiting seasonal ponding. 
 
5. Stockpiling shall not be permitted on the 100-year flood plain. 
 
6. No person shall land apply septage or sludge in the following areas: 
 

a. Within 500 feet of any off-site dwelling, off-site well or any surface 
drinking water supply; 

b. Within 300 feet of any on-site dwelling or on-site well; 
c. Within 100 feet of any public road or property boundary; or  
d. In areas where stockpiling of manure or keeping of  farm animals is 

prohibited; 
e. No sewage sludge or residential septage shall be placed within 150 feet 

of streams, tributaries, ponds, lakes, seeps or wetland areas. 
 

7. Sludge shall be incorporated into the soil within 24 hours of spreading unless an 
exemption is granted by the Planning Board under 6.4.3.d of this section. 

 
(i) Sludge Management Requirements. 

 
1. Transportation.   

 
a. Any person transporting sludge shall ensure that all vehicles are covered 

so as to not create odors or a public health hazard.   
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b. Sludge being transported to a land application or stockpiling site shall 
meet Class B pathogen requirements prior to being transported. 

 
2. Stockpiling. 
 

a. No person shall stockpile sludge which has not met Class B pathogen 
reduction requirements. 

b. No person shall stockpile sludge at a land application site for longer than 
ninety (90) days. 

c. Any person stockpiling sludge for longer than 7 days shall cover the 
stockpile with an odor control material, such as lime, wood ash or 
cement kiln dust, to minimize odors. 

d. Sludge shall be stockpiled as far as possible from any dwelling or well, 
but in no case closer than 500 feet. 

 
3. Sludge Quality Certification. 

 
a. Prior to stockpiling or land application of any sludge, the person 

proposing to undertake the activity shall obtain a sludge quality 
certification as specified in this section. 

 
b. To apply for a sludge quality certification, the person shall submit the 

following to the appropriate State or Federal Agency as applicable: 
 

1) Name and address of the treatment facility which has generated 
or will generate the sludge; 

2) Name, title, and telephone number of the person who is 
responsible for the operation of the treatment facility; 

3) Description of all wastewater contributors and the chemical 
constituents of their wastewater; 

4) The volume of sludge generated monthly by the treatment facility 
for the last two years; 

5) The discharge monitoring reports from the treatment facility for 
the last two years; 

6) A description of the process to achieve Class A and B pathogen 
reduction requirements;     

7) A priority pollutant scan of the sludge from the treatment facility 
taken within the last six months; 

8) An analysis of at least three representative samples of sludge 
from the treatment facility, taken at least 30 days apart within the 
last 6 months, for the following: 

 
a) Arsenic, measured as mg/kg; 
b) Cadmium, measured as 25mg/kg; 
c) Chromium, measured as mg/kg; 
d) Copper, measured as mg/kg; 
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e) Percent dry solids; 
f) pH; 
g) Lead, measured as mg/kg; 
h) Mercury, measured as mg/kg; 
i) Molybdenum, measured as mg/kg; 
j) Nickel, measured as mg/kg; 
k) Percent ammonia nitrogen; 
l) Percent nitrate-nitrite; 
m) Percent total nitrogen; 
n) Percent organic nitrogen; 
o) Selenium, measured as mg/kg; and 
p) Zinc. measured as mg/kg. 

 
9) Each application shall be submitted in compliance with 

applicable State and Federal regulations. 
 

(j) Testing.   
 

The Town of Greenland reserves the right to require security in accordance with RSA 
674:44 to insure the proper management and application of septage and sludge.  In the 
event that the Board of Selectmen question the accuracy and authenticity of the 
materials being stockpiled and/or applied, they shall have the authority to have an 
independent consultant review any or all aspects of the septage and/or sludge operation 
at the owner’s sole expense. 
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ARTICLE X 

QUARRIES AND GRAVEL, SAND, LOAM AND BORROW PITS   
(Adopted 1970) 

 
10.1     APPLICABILITY 
 
No person shall hereafter open or extend the use of any quarry, gravel, sand, loam, or borrow pit, or the 
like, without first obtaining from the Board of Selectmen a written permit. 
 

10.2.1 Depth of excavation:  The maximum depth of excavation shall be a  minimum of four feet 
above the seasonal high water table existing at the location in question before commencement 
of excavation, and a minimum of ten (10) feet above any rock formation or other strata 
impervious to water; the provision of ten (10) feet above any rock formation does not apply 
to a stone quarry.   The subsurface information described above shall be derived from  test 
pits, and verified by the Town’s Engineer or Agent.  (Amended 1990) 

 

10.2      EXCAVATION STANDARDS 
 

The Zoning Board of Adjustment shall grant a  Special Exception for excavations which propose to dig 
within the four feet above seasonal high water table, provided the following conditions are met: 
    

(a) Demonstrate that the proposed excavation will not adversely affect water quality by 
directly contributing pollution, or by increasing the long-term susceptibility of  
groundwater or surface water to potential pollutants; 

 
(b) Provide a plan which depicts the proposed depth of excavation and its relation to the 

seasonal high water table; and  
 
(c) Provide an enforceable restriction (e.g., covenant or  easement) prohibiting:  any 

future on-site subsurface sewage disposal or any other use which could contaminate 
groundwater, including those uses prohibited in Article VIII, Section 6, of this 
Ordinance. 

   
10.2.2 Lateral clearance:  No excavation shall be permitted within 50 feet of the boundary of a 

disapproving abutter; or within 10 feet of the boundary of an approving abutter unless 
approval of a lesser distance is requested by the abutter; or within 150 feet of an existing  
dwelling or to a dwelling for which a building permit has been issued at the time the 
excavation is begun.  (Amended 1990) 

 
10.2.3 Recovering:  All land denuded by excavation shall be covered with three (3) inches of topsoil 

originally removed, and seeded with suitable covercrops approved by the Selectmen or 
specified in the permit, and suitable mulched with mulch hay in sufficient amount to prevent 
erosion. 

 
10.2.4 Slopes:  No slope shall be left steeper than a ratio of three horizontal units of measurement to 

one vertical unit of measurement and the slopes shall be maintained at a two-to-one ratio 
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during the progress of the work, following within a reasonable distance from the working fact 
of the quarry or pit; the purpose of this provision is:  that the proper grading of the slopes to 
prevent erosion shall be accomplished properly in a planned progressive manner as the gravel 
or other material is removed and not left to be done at some indefinite time in the future when 
digging may have ceased, and to ensure a slope on which topsoil will remain after being 
replaced until vegetation can take root and permanently hold the topsoil in place.  (Adopted 
1988) 

 
10.2.5 Drainage:  Proper drainage of the excavated area shall be provided at all times. 
 
10.2.6 Erosion and pollution:  No quarry or borrow pit shall be left in such condition that erosion of 

it after completion of work may result in water pollution by silt or other deleterious 
substances. 

 
10.2.7 Screening by vegetation:  Any vegetation which screens the area of excavation from 

roadways and views of adjacent property owners shall be replaced upon completion of the 
operation and shall be maintained until such time as suitable cover crops have matured. 

 
10.2.8 Combustible trash:  All stumps, brush, or similar trash resulting from the area shall be burned 

or otherwise disposed of.  Burning shall be by permit only.  Any request for a burning permit 
shall be made in writing by the owner or operator to the Fire Warden.  No materials shall be 
brought onto the premises from elsewhere for burning or rubbish disposal.  The burning 
permit, if granted, shall specify in writing the conditions under which burning is permitted, 
i.e., hours of day, days of week, fire watches, and etc. 

 
10.2.9 Incombustible trash:  No piles of rock, rubble, or other such materials shall be left on the 

premises; all such material shall be removed from the premises, buried or otherwise disposed 
of. 

 
10.2.10   Dust:  Roads and access routes leading to and from authorized area shall be wetted down or 

spread with Calcium Chloride as frequently as necessary in order to eliminate dust nuisance 
to any resident of the Town. 

 

The request for the permit shall be in writing and signed by the title owner of the property upon which  
excavation is requested to take place and must include: 
 
10.3.1 A detailed written statement of the proposed work, and the condition in which the area will be 

left upon expiration of the permit. 
 
10.3.2 A written statement from the Tax Collector, Town of Greenland, stating that all current taxes 

levied against the property have been paid in full and that there are no tax liens encumbering 
such property. 

 

10.3      PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 
 

10.3.3 a plan or map prepared by a professional engineer registered in New Hampshire to a 
minimum scale 1" = 50 feet, showing the boundary line of the property, the present names of 
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abutters, the bounds of the area upon which it is proposed to work for the duration of the 
request permit, and the locations of all man-made features, vegetative cover, topography by 
five-foot contour intervals, public roads, access routes, brooks and waterways passing 
through the property and within a distance of 50 feet outside the total  contiguous area owned 
by the applicant. 

 
10.3.4 Said plan or map shall also show: 

 
(a) Temporary and permanent  drainage and the proposed topography at two-foot contour 

intervals upon completion of the excavation. 
 
(b) The estimated quantity of loam or topsoil to be stripped, stockpiled, and replaced. 
 

10.3.5 A report certified by a professional engineer registered in New Hampshire showing: 
 

(a) The elevation of the highest ground water table existing at the location in question 
before commencement of excavation, and 

 
(b) The contours and elevations of all rock formations and other strata impervious to 

water percolation in the area to be covered by the permit. 
 

Such  permits may be granted by the Board of Selectmen in the exercise of its sound discretion having 
regard to any possible consequences detrimental or injurious to the neighborhood or to the Town.  No 
such permit shall cover a period of more than one year for actual excavation operations.  Unless a 
given permit is consecutively renewed, the permittee shall be allowed an additional consecutive six 
month period in which to comply with clean-up and rehabilitation requirements.  No such permit shall 
be transferable or assignable.  Each such permit shall be conditioned upon leaving the quarry or pit in 
good condition, in compliance with the requirements of RSA 155-E and not dangerous, and may 
include such other conditions as the Board of Selectmen in its sound discretion may deem necessary to 
the future well-being of the Town and to insure compliance with the provisions of this  Ordinance. 
 

10.4      PERMIT CONDITIONS 
 

10.5.1 Application:  The requirements of this Article apply only to those quarry or pit operations, or 
the like, conducted for Commercial sale of mineral substances or causing more than 50 cubic 
yards of mineral substances to be removed in any 12 month period from the parcel in which 
they are found.  All excavations shall at a  minimum comply with RSA 155-E.  (Amended 1974 
and 1990) 

 
10.5.2 Hearing:  Upon receiving a request for permit in compliance with the requirements 

hereinafter set forth, the Board of Selectmen shall set the matter for public hearing on a date 
not less than eight (8) nor more than thirty (30) days after receipt of such request by the 
Board.  Notice of the hearing shall be mailed, postage prepaid, return receipt requested, to the  

10.5      PROCEDURE 
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applicant at his address as shown on the request not less than eight (8) days before the date 
set for hearing.  Notice shall be published once in a newspaper having a circulation within the 
Town, which publication shall be not less than seven (7) days before the date set for said 
hearing.  Such notice shall also be posted continuously during such seven (7) days period in 
not less than two (2) conspicuous public places in the Town. 

 
10.5.3 Decision:  Within three (3) weeks after the hearing, the Board of Selectmen shall grant a 

permit, or in writing, deny the request. 
 
10.5.4 Appeals:  Any party of interest aggrieved by a decision of the Board of Selectmen under this 

Article may take an appeal to the Board of Adjustment, which shall give notice in the same 
manner as provided in Section 5-B above, shall hold a public hearing, and shall thereafter 
within three (3) weeks render its decision in writing. 

 

10.6.2 Renewal of  permits shall be contingent upon compliance with all requirements of this 
Ordinance and of any previously issued permit.  Non-compliance with previous permit 
requirements or requirements of this Ordinance or of any other applicable laws shall be 
sufficient indication of unsatisfactory performance for the Selectmen, in the exercise of their 
sound discretion, to deny a renewal request. 

 

10.6     APPLICATION AND RENEWAL 
 
10.6.1 Where the entire area covered by a permit has not been excavated by the time such permit 

expires, such permit may upon application by the permittee at least six weeks before 
expiration of the permit, be renewed by the Board of Selectmen in the exercise of its sound 
discretion for one year at a time, consecutive with the last previous permit.  Failing a 
consecutive renewal, however, or if there has been no application for a consecutive renewal at 
least six weeks from the date of actually receiving an application for renewal in which to 
consider and decide upon such application. 

 

The person requesting such a permit shall furnish a bond binding both the owner and the operator of 
the quarry or pit and made out to the Town of Greenland in a  minimum amount of $1,000 per acre to 
insure compliance with the requirements of this  Ordinance as well as the requirements contained in 
the permit.  The applicant must be the title owner of the quarry or borrow pit, and the performance of 
the conditions of the permit shall constitute a lien on the property.   
     

10.7     BOND 
 

10.8     FEES 
 
The request for a permit shall be accompanied by the appropriate fee, to ensure to the General Funds of 
the Town.  Fees shall be established by the Board of Selectmen at a duly posted public hearing for 
initial permit fee per acre, minimum application fee and renewal permit fee.  
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The  Building Inspector, the Health Inspector, the Selectmen, and the Fire Warden shall have the right 
to enter and inspect at any time the premises authorized by the permit.  It is the duty of the Building 
Inspector to inform the Selectmen promptly of any non-conformance with the requirements of any 
applicable laws,  ordinances, or requirements of the authorizing permit. 
 

10.9     INSPECTION 
 

The Board of Selectmen may, upon any well-founded information of violation of any provisions of this  
Ordinance or of any permit issued hereunder or of any other applicable laws, revoke such permit for a 
period of two weeks provided a public hearing is held not less than 8 and no more than 14 days after 
written notice of such revocation is mailed as required below.   Such revocation shall be effective 
immediately upon any actual notice to the permittee by registered mail, postage prepaid, return receipt 
requested to the last known address of the permittee and that such notice shall be published once in a 
newspaper having a circulation within the Town, which publication shall be not less than 7 days before 
the date set for the hearing.  Such notice shall also be posted continuously during such 7 day period in 
not less than two conspicuous public places in the Town.  Following such hearing, the Selectmen may 
in the exercise of their sound discretion and on such terms as they deem to be in the best interests of 
the Town continue the revocation or reinstate the permit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10.10   VIOLATION 
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ARTICLE XI 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS ORDINANCE  
(Adopted 1997) 

 

This  ordinance is adopted by the Town of  Greenland on  March 11, 1997 in accordance with the 
authority as granted in New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated 674:16 and 674:21 and 
procedurally under the guidance of 675:1, II.   
 

11.1      AUTHORITY 
 

This Ordinance is enacted in order to establish general guidelines for the siting of telecommunications  
towers and antennas and to enhance and fulfill the following goals: 
 
11.2.1 Preserve the authority of the Town of Greenland to regulate and to provide for reasonable 

opportunity for the siting of telecommunications facilities, by enhancing the ability of 
providers of telecommunications services to provide such services to the community quickly, 
effectively, and efficiently. 

 
11.2.2 Reduce adverse impacts such facilities may create, including, but not limited to; impacts on 

aesthetics, environmentally sensitive areas, historically significant locations, flight corridors, 
health and safety by injurious accidents to person and property, and prosperity through 
protection of property values. 

 
11.2.3 Provide for co-location and minimal impact siting options through an assessment of 

technology, current locational options, future available locations, innovative siting 
techniques, and siting possibilities beyond the political jurisdiction of the Town. 

     
11.2.4 Permit the construction of new towers only where all other reasonable opportunities have 

been exhausted, and to encourage the users of towers and antennas to configure them in a 
way that minimizes the adverse visual impact of the towers and antennas. 

 
11.2.5 Require cooperation and co-location, to the highest extent possible, between competitors in 

order to reduce cumulative negative impacts upon the Town of Greenland.  
      

11.2      PURPOSE AND GOALS 
 

11.2.6 Provide constant maintenance and safety inspections for any and all facilities. 
 
11.2.7 Provide for the removal of abandoned facilities that are no longer inspected for safety 

concerns and Code compliance.  Provide a mechanism for the Town of Greenland to remove 
these abandoned towers to protect the citizens from imminent harm and danger. 

 
11.2.8 Provide for the removal or upgrade of facilities that are technologically outdated. 
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11.3.1 "Alternative tower  structure" 

11.3 DEFINITIONS 
 

 Innovative siting techniques that shall mean man-made trees, clock towers, bell steeples, light 
poles, and similar alternative-design mounting structures that camouflage or conceal the 
presence of antennas or towers. 

 
11.3.2 "Antenna" 
 Shall mean any exterior apparatus designed for telephonic, radio, television, personal 

communications service (PCS), pager network, or any other communications through the 
sending and/or receiving of electromagnetic waves of any bandwidth. 

 
11.3.3 "FAA" 
 An acronym that shall mean the Federal Aviation Administration. 
 
11.3.4 "FCC" 
 An acronym that shall mean the Federal Communications Commission. 
 
11.3.5 "Height" 
 Shall mean, when referring to a tower or other structure, the distance measured from ground 

level to the highest point on the tower or other structure, even if said highest point is an 
antenna. 

 
11.3.6 "Board" 
 Shall mean the Town of Greenland Zoning Board of Adjustment and the regulator of this 

ordinance. 
 
11.3.7 "Preexisting towers and antennas" 
 Shall mean any tower or antenna lawfully constructed or permitted prior to the adoption of 

this ordinance.  Shall also mean any tower or antenna lawfully constructed in accordance with 
this ordinance that predates an application currently before the Board. 

 
11.3.8 "Telecommunications Facilities" 

Shall mean any structure, antenna, tower, or other device which provides commercial mobile 
wireless services, unlicensed wireless services, cellular phone services, specialized mobile 
radio communications (SMR), and personal communications service (PCS), and common 
carrier wireless exchange access services. 
 

11.3.9 "Tower" 
Shall mean any structure that is designed and constructed primarily for the purpose of 
supporting one or more antennas, including self-supporting lattice towers, guy towers, or 
monopole towers.  The term includes radio and television transmission towers, microwave 
towers, common-carrier towers, cellular telephone towers, alternative tower structures, and 
the like. 
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The uses listed in this section are deemed to be  permitted uses that may require further 
review under this ordinance in accordance with Section 15.1.3 Special Exceptions.  However, 
all such uses must comply with other applicable ordinances and regulations of the Town of 
Greenland (including Site Plan Review).  The following tables represent the siting standards 
for the listed uses as delineated by the districts in which they are located in Town of 
Greenland.  

 
11.4.1.1 Principal or Secondary Use. 

 

11.4      SITING STANDARDS 
 
11.4.1 General 
 

Subject to this Ordinance, an applicant who successfully obtains permission to site 
under this ordinance the Zoning Ordinance as a second and permitted use may 
construct telecommunications facilities in addition to the existing permitted use.  
Antennas and towers may be considered either principal or secondary uses.  A 
different existing use or an exiting structure on the same lot shall not preclude the 
installation of an antenna or tower on such lot.  For purposes of determining 
whether the installation of a tower or antenna complies with district development 
regulations, including but not limited to set-back requirements, lot-coverage 
requirements, and other such requirements, the dimensions of the entire lot shall 
control, even though the antennas or towers may be located on leased parcels within 
such lots.  Towers that are constructed, and antennas that are installed, in 
accordance with the provisions of this ordinance, shall not be deemed to constitute 
the expansion of a  nonconforming use or structure.  Nor shall such facilities be 
deemed to be an " accessory use". 
 

11.4.2 Use  Districts 
 

 New Tower  
Constructioni

Co-location on 
Preexisting Tower 

Co-location on 
Existing  Structure2 

 Industrial District  

3 

X P P 

 Commercial District X P S 

 Residential District X P S 

Telecom District S 4 P S 
 

P =  Permitted Use without Special Exception   X= Prohibited 
S = Permitted Use with Special Exception  

 
1An antenna may be located on a tower, newly constructed, under this Ordinance.  
2An antenna may be located on a preexisting tower, constructed prior to the adoption of this ordinance. 
3An antenna may be located on other existing structures with certain limitations (See §IV,B below) . 
4The Telecom District  is delineated by the following textual description or as depicted on the Official Zoning map 
as Telecom District or “TD”.  
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The Telecom District is an area delineated 1000 feet to the east and to the west  from the center line of Interstate 
95 in Greenland and running from the North Hampton town line to the Portsmouth town line.  This area is also 
delineated on the Zoning Map of the Town of Greenland. 

 
11.4.3 Height Requirements  
 

These requirements and limitations shall preempt all other height limitations as required by the 
Town of Greenland Zoning Ordinance and shall apply only to telecommunications facilities.  

 
 New Tower  

Construction 
Co-location on 
Preexisting Tower 

Co-location on Existing  
Structure 

 Industrial  District  300' Current Height + 15% 
maximum 

Current Height + 30' 

 Commercial  District N/A Current Height   Current Height + 30' 

 Residential District N/A Current Height Current Height 

Telecom District 300' Current Height + 20% 
maximum 

Current Height + 40' 

 
11.5      APPLICABILITY 
 
11.5.1 Public Property 
 

Antennas or towers located on property owned, leased, or otherwise controlled by the Town 
may be exempt from the requirements of this ordinance, except that uses are only permitted 
in the zones and areas as delineated in § IV, B.  This partial exemption shall be available if a 
license or lease authorizing such antenna or tower has been approved by the governing body 
and the governing body elects subject to state law and local ordinance, to seek the partial 
exemption from this Ordinance.    

 
11.5.2 Amateur Radio; Receive-Only Antennas 
 

This ordinance shall not govern any tower, or the installation of any antenna that is under 70 
feet in height and is owned and operated by a federally-licensed amateur radio station 
operator or is used exclusively for receive only antennas.  This application adopts the 
provisions and limitations as referenced in RSA 674:16, IV. 

 
11.5.3 Essential Services & Public Utilities 
 

Telecommunications facilities shall not be considered infrastructure, essential services, or 
public utilities, as defined or used elsewhere in the Town's ordinances and regulations.  Siting 
for telecommunication facilities is a use of land, and is addressed by this Article. 
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11.6.1 Aesthetic and  Lighting 
 

The guidelines in this subsection (A), shall govern the location of all towers, and the 
installation of all antennas.  

 
11.6.1.1 Towers shall either maintain a galvanized steel finisher, subject to any applicable 

standards of the FAA, or be painted a neutral color, so as to reduce visual 
obtrusiveness. 

 

11.6      CONSTRUCTION PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS 
 

11.6.1.2 At a tower site, the design of the  buildings and related structures shall, to the 
maximum extent possible, use materials, colors, textures, screening, and  
landscaping that will blend the tower facilities with the natural setting and built 
environment.  These buildings and facilities shall also be subject to all other Site 
Plan Review Regulation requirements. 

 
11.6.1.3 If an antenna is installed on a structure other than a tower, the antenna and 

supporting electrical and mechanical equipment must be of neutral color that is 
identical to, or closely compatible with, the color of the supporting structure so as 
to make the antenna and related equipment as visually unobtrusive as possible. 

 
11.6.1.4 Towers shall not be artificially lighted, unless required by the FAA or other 

applicable authority.  If  lighting is required, the governing authority may review 
the available lighting alternatives and approve the design that would cause the 
least disturbance to the surrounding views. 
 

11.6.1.5 Towers shall not contain any permanent or temporary  signs, writing, symbols, or 
any graphic representation of any kind. 
 

11.6.2 Federal Requirements 
 

All towers must meet or exceed current standards and regulations of the FAA, FCC, and any 
other agency of the federal government with the authority to regulate towers and antennas.  If 
such standards and regulations are changed, then the owners of the towers and antennas 
governed by this ordinance shall bring such towers and antennas into compliance with such 
revised standards and regulations within six (6) months of the effective date of such standards 
and regulations, unless a more stringent compliance schedule is mandated by the controlling 
federal agency.  Failure to bring towers and antennas into compliance with such revised 
standards and regulations shall constitute grounds for the removal, in accordance with Section 
11.10, of the tower or antenna, as abandoned, at the owners expense through the execution of 
the posted security. 
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11.6.3 Building Codes-Safety Standards 
 

To ensure the structural integrity of towers and antennas, the owner of a tower shall ensure 
that it is maintained in compliance with standards contained in applicable local building 
codes and the applicable standards for towers that are published by the Electronic Industries 
Association, as amended from time to time.  If, upon inspection, the Town concludes that a 
tower fails to comply with such codes and standards and constitutes a danger to persons or 
property, then upon notice being provided to the owner of the tower, the owner shall have 30 
days to bring such tower into compliance with such standards.  If the owner fails to bring 
such tower into compliance within 30 days, such action shall constitute an abandonment and 
grounds for the removal, in accordance with Section 11.10, of the tower or antenna, as 
abandoned, at the owners expense through execution of the posted security. 

 
11.6.4 Additional Requirements for Telecommunications Facilities 
 

These requirements shall supersede any and all other applicable standards found elsewhere in 
Town Ordinances or Regulations that are less strict. 
 
11.6.4.1 Setbacks and Separation  

 
a. Towers must be set back a distance equal to 125% of the height of the 

tower from any off-site  residential structure. 
b. Tower, guys, and accessory facilities must satisfy the minimum zoning 

district setback requirements. 
c.  Towers over 90 feet in height shall not be located within one-quarter 

mile of any existing tower that is over 90 feet in height. 
 

11.6.4.2 Security  Fencing.  Towers shall be enclosed by security fencing not less than six 
feet in height and shall also be equipped with an appropriate anti-climbing device. 

 
11.6.4.3  Landscaping 

 
a.  Towers shall be landscaped with a buffer of plant materials that 

effectively screens the view of the tower compound from adjacent  
residential property. The standard buffer shall consist of a landscaped 
strip at least 10 feet wide outside the perimeter of the compound.  
Natural vegetation is preferred. 

b. In locations where the visual impact of the tower would be minimal, the 
landscaping requirement may be reduced or waived entirely. 

c.  Existing mature tree growth and natural land forms on the site shall be 
preserved to the maximum extent possible.  In some cases, such as 
towers sited on large wooded lots, natural growth around the property 
may be deemed a sufficient buffer. 
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All applications under this ordinance shall apply to the Planning Board for Site Plan Review, in 
accordance with the requirements as provided for in the Town's Site Plan Review Regulations.  In 
addition, applications under this ordinance shall also be required to submit the information provided 
for in this Section. 
 

11.7 SPECIAL EXCEPTION 
 
11.7.1 General 
 

11.7.2 Issuance of  Special Exceptions 
 
In granting the Special Exception, the Zoning  Board of Adjustment may impose conditions to the 
extent the Board concludes such conditions are necessary to minimize any adverse effect of the 
proposed tower on adjoining properties, and preserve the intent of this Ordinance. 

 
11.7.2.1 Procedure on application 
 
  The Zoning Board of Adjustment shall act upon the application in accordance with 

the procedural requirements of the Site Plan Review Regulations and RSA 676:4.  
 
11.7.2.2 Decisions 
 
 Possible decisions rendered by the Zoning Board of Adjustment, include Approval, 

Approval with Conditions, or Denial.  All decisions shall be rendered in writing, and 
a Denial shall be in writing and based upon substantial evidence contained in the 
written record.   

 
11.7.2.3 Factors Considered in Granting Decisions 

 
a. Height of proposed tower or other structure.  
b. Proximity of tower to residential development or zones. 
c. Nature of uses on adjacent and nearby properties. 
d. Surrounding topography.   
e. Surrounding  tree coverage and foliage. 
f. Design of the tower, with particular reference to design characteristics that 

have the effect of reducing or eliminating visual obtrusiveness. 
g. Proposed ingress and egress to the site. 
h. Availability of suitable existing towers and other structures as discussed in § 

VII,C,3. 
i.  Visual impacts on view sheds, ridgelines, and other impacts by means of 

tower location, tree and foliage clearing and placement of incidental 
structures.  

j.  Availability of alternative tower structures and alternative siting locations. 
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11.7.3 Information Required   
 

Each applicant requesting a Special Exception under this ordinance shall submit a scaled plan 
in accordance with the Site Plan Review Regulations and further information including; a 
scaled elevation view, topography, radio frequency coverage, tower height requirements,  
setbacks, drives, parking, fencing, landscaping, adjacent uses (up to 200' away), and any other 
information deemed necessary by the Zoning  Board of Adjustment to assess compliance with 
this ordinance.  Furthermore, the applicant shall submit the following prior to any approval 
by the Board: 

 
11.7.3.1 The applicant shall submit written proof that the proposed use/facility complies 

with the FCC regulations on radio frequency (RF) exposure guidelines.   
 

11.7.3.2 The applicant shall submit written proof that an evaluation has taken place, as well 
as the results of such evaluation, satisfying the requirements of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) further referenced in applicable FCC rules.  If 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) or an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
is required under the FCC rules and NEPA, submission of the EA or EIA to the 
Board prior to the beginning of the federal 30 day comment period, and the Town 
process, shall become part of the application requirements. 

 
11.7.3.3 Each applicant for an antenna and or tower shall provide to the Zoning  Board of 

Adjustment an inventory of its existing towers that are within the jurisdiction of 
the Town and those within two miles of the border thereof, including specific 
information about the location, height, design of each tower, as well as economic 
and technological feasibility for co-location on the inventoried towers.  The 
Zoning Board of Adjustment may share such information with other applicants 
applying for approvals or conditional use permits under this ordinance or other 
organizations seeking to locate antennas within the jurisdiction of the governing 
authority, provided, however that the Planning Board is not, by sharing such 
information, in any way representing or warranting that such sites are available or 
suitable. 

 
If the applicant is proposing to build a new tower, the applicant shall submit 
written evidence demonstrating that no existing structure can accommodate the 
applicant's proposed antenna.  This evidence can consist of: 
 
a. Substantial Evidence that no existing towers or structures are located 

within the geographic area required to meet the applicant's engineering 
requirements, provided that a description of the geographic area required 
is also submitted. 

b.  Substantial Evidence that existing towers are not of sufficient height to 
meet the applicant's engineering requirements, and why. 

c.   Substantial Evidence that the existing towers or structures do not have 
sufficient structural strength to support applicant's proposed antenna and 
related equipment. 
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d.  Substantial Evidence that applicant's proposed antenna would cause 
electromagnetic interference with the antenna on the existing towers or 
structures, or the antenna on the existing towers or structures would 
cause interference with the applicant's proposed antenna. 

e. Substantial Evidence that the  fees, costs, or contractual provisions 
required by the owner in order to share the existing tower or structure are 
unreasonable.  Costs exceeding new tower development are presumed to 
be unreasonable. 

f. Substantial Evidence that the applicant can demonstrate other limiting 
factors that render existing towers and structures unsuitable. 

 
11.7.3.4 The applicant proposing to build a new tower, shall submit an agreement with the 

Town that allows for the maximum allowance of co-location upon the new 
structure.  Such statement shall become a Condition to any Approval.  This 
statement shall, at a minimum, require the applicant to supply available co-location 
for reasonable fees and costs to other telecommunications providers.  Failure to 
provide such an agreement is evidence of the applicant's unwillingness to cooperate 
with the orderly and well-planned development of the Town of Greenland and 
grounds for a Denial. 

 
11.7.3.5  The applicant shall submit the engineering information detailing the size and 

coverage required for the facility location.  The Planning Board may have this 
information reviewed by a consultant for verification of any claims made by the 
applicant regarding technological limitations and feasibility for alternative locations.  
Cost for this review shall be borne by the applicant in accordance with 676:4(g).  

 
11.8  VARIANCES 
 
11.8.1 General 
 

Where the Board finds that extraordinary hardships, practical difficulties, or unnecessary and 
unreasonable expense would result from strict compliance with the foregoing regulations or 
the purposes of these regulations may be served to a greater extent by an alternative proposal, 
it may approve variances to these regulations.  The purpose of granting variances under 
provisions of these regulations shall be to insure that an applicant is not unduly burdened as 
opposed to merely inconvenienced by said regulations.  The Board shall not approve any 
variance(s) unless a majority of those present and voting shall find that all of the following 
apply: 

 
11.8.1.1 The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public safety, health or 

welfare or injurious to other property and will promote the public interest.  
 

11.8.1.2 The variance will not, in any manner, vary the provisions of the Greenland Zoning 
Ordinance, Greenland Master Plan, or Official Maps. 
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11.8.1.3 Such variance(s) will substantially secure the objectives, standards and 
requirements of these regulations. 

 
11.8.1.4 A particular and identifiable hardship exists or a specific circumstance warrants 

the granting of a variance.  Factors to be considered in determining the existence 
of a hardship shall include, but not be limited to: 
 
a. Topography and other Site features 
b. Availability of alternative site locations 
c. Geographic location of property 
d. Size/magnitude of project being evaluated and availability of co-location. 
 

11.8.2 Conditions 
 
In approving variances, the Board may impose such conditions as it deems appropriate to substantially 
secure the objectives of the standards or requirements of these regulations. 
 
11.8.3 Procedures 
 
A petition for any such variances shall be submitted in writing by the applicant with the application for 
Board review.  The petition shall state fully the grounds for the variance and all of the facts relied upon 
by the applicant.  Failure to submit petition in writing shall require an automatic denial.  
 

Recognizing the extremely  hazardous situation presented by abandoned and unmonitored towers, the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment shall set the form and amount of security that represents the cost for 
removal and disposal of abandoned towers in the event that the tower is abandoned and the tower 
owner is incapable and unwilling to remove the tower in accordance with Section 11.10.  Bonding and 
surety shall be consistent with the provision in the  Subdivision Regulations.  Furthermore, the Zoning 
Board of Adjustment shall require the submission of proof of adequate insurance covering accident or 
damage. 
 

11.9  BONDING AND SECURITY AND INSURANCE 
 

Any antenna or tower that is not operated for a continuous period of 12 months shall be considered 
abandoned and hazardous to the public health and safety, unless the owner of said tower provides 
proof of quarterly inspections.  The owner shall remove the abandoned  structure within 90 days of 
receipt of a declaration of  abandonment from the Town notifying the owner of such abandonment.  A 
declaration of abandonment shall only be issued following a public hearing, noticed per Town 
regulations, with notice to abutters and the last known owner/operator of the tower.  If the abandoned 
tower is not removed within 90 days the Town may execute the security and have the tower removed.  
If there are two or more users of a single tower, this provision shall not become effective until all users 
cease using the tower. 
 
 

11.10 REMOVAL OF ABANDONED ANTENNAS AND TOWERS 
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ARTICLE XII 

GROWTH MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS 
(Amended March 1998*) 

 
12.1      AUTHORITY 
 
This Article is enacted in accordance with both RSA 674:21 and 674:22. 
 

The purposes of this article of the Zoning  Ordinance are as follows: 
 
12.2.1 Promote the development of an economically sound and environmentally stable community 

which considers and balances regional development needs. 
  

12.2      PURPOSES 
 

12.2.2 Determine, monitor, evaluate, and establish a rate of  residential growth in the Town that 
does not unreasonably interfere with the Town's capacity for planned, orderly, and 
reasonable expansion of its services to accommodate such growth. 

  
12.2.3 Provide a mechanism to allow for phased development of  residential projects to manage the 

impact on municipal services.  
  
12.2.4 Provide a mechanism when municipal services are strained or overloaded to reduce the rate 

of residential growth to allow the Town time to correct any deficiencies that have developed.  
 
12.2.5 Protect the health, safety, convenience, and general welfare of the Town's residents. 
 
12.3      FINDINGS  
 
Based upon information extracted from publications and reports of the United States Census, The New 
Hampshire Office of State Planning, the Greenland Central School, and the Rockingham Planning 
Commission, the Town of Greenland hereby finds that: 
 
12.3.1 From 1980 to 1990 the population of the Town of Greenland grew from 2,129 to 2,768; a 

population increase of approximately 30% over the ten year period.  Population projections 
provided by the New Hampshire Office of State Planning indicate that the growth rate will 
increase through the year 2015. 

  
12.3.2 The Town of Greenland experienced growth during the 1980-1990 period and the 1990-1995 

period that exceeded the rates of growth of the RPC region, the County and the State.    
 
12.3.3 From 1990 to 1995, the number of building permits issued rose from 10 to 26, while the 

number of residential units created increased from 12 to 26, indicating a more than twofold 
increase. 
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12.3.4 The rate of increase of residential development in the Towns surrounding Greenland 
including; Portsmouth, Stratham, North Hampton, and Newington for the period from 1980 to 
1990 was 50.75%, whereas Greenland increased at 49%.  However, removing Stratham from 
the surrounding Town average reveals an entirely different scenario.  The rate of increase 
then becomes 25.3%, substantially below Greenland’s average.  It should be noted that 
Stratham has implemented a Growth Control Ordinance which requires the phasing of large 
developments in an effort to better control their rate of residential growth. 

 
12.3.5 According to NHDOT traffic counter data, volumes on the State roads within Greenland have 

been rapidly increasing, and are expected to increase at an accelerated rate with increasing 
development and population growth. 

 
12.3.6 The NH Route 101 Feasibility Study for Stratham, Greenland and Portsmouth prepared by 

NHDOT has identified the intersection of Winnicut Road, Bayside Road and Route 33 as 
requiring substantial improvement, including, but not limited to; realignment, signalization, 
and added safety measures. 

 
12.3.7 The Greenland Central School has reached its student capacity, to the extent that the School 

plans to purchase three modular classrooms in 1998, 1999, and 2001 to (temporarily) 
alleviate the crowded conditions.   An addition to the elementary school is scheduled to be 
constructed in 2003, at an estimated cost of $2,330,000. 

 
12.3.8 The Town of Greenland has no municipal waste water treatment facility or infrastructure, and 

has no plans to construct such a facility.  The City of Portsmouth has allowed for the 
extension of a private sewer line to an existing business with a failed private septic system, 
however, the City has expressed unwillingness to provide further public sewer connections.  
Due to fact that Greenland is comprised of a high percentage of poor soils, septic system 
installations are limiting factors to future development. 

 
12.4      INDICATORS OF GROWTH IMPACT 
  
The Town hereby determines that the presence of the following conditions constitutes an indicator of 
growth impact.  An indicator of growth impact occurs when: 
 
12.4.1 The average annual percent increase in building permits for dwelling units in Greenland for 

the past five years exceeds the same average of the surrounding communities, excluding 
Stratham. 

 
12.4.2 The number of students enrolled or projected for the coming year in the Greenland Central 

School exceeds 85 percent of its stated realistic capacity as defined by the Greenland Central 
School. 

  
12.4.3 The number of dwelling units of all projects combined, for which approval is being sought 

from the Board, at any time of reporting, if approved could result in the conditions defined by 
1 or 2 above. 
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12.4.4 The number of public students enrolled or projected for the coming 5 years in the Greenland 
Central School system exceeds 100 percent of its stated realistic capacity as defined by the 
Greenland Central School District.  

 

It is the responsibility of the Planning Board in cooperation with the Board of Selectmen, Building 
Inspector, and the School Board to monitor growth in Greenland and to report on the following: 
  

12.5  PLANNING BOARD MONITORING 
  

12.5.1 Annual Dwelling Unit Count:  The Planning Board will by February 15 of each year report 
on the total number of dwelling units existing at the end of its previous calendar year.  
Existing units means all those units previously constructed and occupied plus those units 
constructed and from which Certificates of  Occupancy were issued in the reporting year. 

  
12.5.2 Semi-Annual Reporting:  The Planning Board by July 20 and January 20 (of the next year) 

will report on the number of building permits and Certificates of Occupancy issued for the 
previous six months for all dwelling units.  In the same report, the Planning Board shall 
report on the status, as appropriate, of any phasing requirements or permit limitations in force 
in the reporting period.  

  
12.5.3 Notice of Growth Impact:  The Planning Board may at any time issue a Notice of Growth 

Impact, if it has determined that any of the conditions in section 12.4 exist.  Said Notice 
would include a statement of whether those conditions could result in either section 12.6 
Phasing or section 12.7 Permit Limitations. 

 
12.5.4 Periodic Reporting:  The Planning Board may at any time it thinks it is appropriate or 

necessary, issue written reports on the status of growth activity in the Town covering such 
topics as the number of dwelling units or lots being proposed for approval, or for which 
building permits are being sought, the condition and capacity of any municipal or school 
facility, the tax burden existing or anticipated on the Town's residents and/or any other topic 
affecting or related to the growth or finances of the Town. 

 
Pursuant to the monitoring in 12.5.1, 12.5.2, 12.5.3, or 12.5.4, the Planning Board shall make 
appropriate findings of fact, recommendations for action, or take actions provided for in this 
Article of the Zoning Ordinance as a result of its monitoring and reporting responsibilities. 
 

If the Planning Board, through its monitoring, finds that indicator 12.4.1, 12.4.2, or 12.4.3, has 
occurred, then the Planning Board may at its discretion issue a Notice of Growth Impact in 
conformance with section 12.5.3 to the Board of Selectmen, the Building Inspector, and the general 
public by posting a notice in the Town Hall.  The phasing of future residential developments, as 
provided in RSA 674:21, is to prevent a strain on municipal services and therefore, to provide for 
orderly growth in Town.  Phasing may be implemented as provided below: 
  

12.6 PHASING OF DEVELOPMENTS 
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12.6.1 Phasing Required.  The Planning Board may require the phasing of a development for a 
period up to five years for a project which is proposed to have 30 dwelling units (lots) or less.  
For a project larger than 30 units or  lots, the Planning Board may require a longer period of 
phasing based on the size of the project and the potential impact of the number of type of 
units on the municipal services of the Town.  The Planning Board shall make appropriate 
findings of fact to substantiate the need for required phasing. 

 
12.6.2 Effect of Phasing.  Once a phasing plan has been approved by the Planning Board, the project 

shall not be affected by any permit limitations subsequently enacted under the provisions of 
Section 12.8 of this Ordinance, provided that the developer secures permits for and begins 
substantial construction on the project on the units in each yearly phase.  In the event that 
substantial construction is not undertaken in any yearly phase, then the vesting of that phase 
shall be forfeited and the developer shall be subject to any limitations imposed by 12.8.  For 
the purpose of this Section, substantial construction shall mean either (1) all dwelling units in 
that phase are constructed to a weather tight condition or (2) 50 percent of all dwelling units 
in that phase are completed and a  Certificate of Occupancy has been given. 

 
12.6.3 Termination of Phasing.  The above constraints shall be removed if either (1) the Ordinance 

expires under the provision of Section I or (2) the Planning Board determines in its section 
12.5 monitoring procedures that phasing is no longer necessary. 

 

If the  Planning Board finds through its monitoring in accordance with section 12.5 above, that either 
indicators 12.4.1, 12.4.2, 12.4.3 plus indicator 12.4.4 has occurred, then the Planning Board may at its 
discretion issue a Notice of Growth Impact in conformance with section 12.5.3 to the Board of 
Selectmen, the Building Inspector, and the general public by posting a notice in the Town Hall. 
 

12.7 LIMITING THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS 
  

12.7.1 Interim Permit Limitations.  Once a Notice of Growth Impact is issued, then no residential  
building permits shall be approved by the Building Inspector until after the hearing in section 
12.8 is held and until after the Planning Board has set the number of permits delineated in 
section 12.8.  The Planning Board has set the number of permits within 45 days of the Notice 
of Growth Impact being issued. 

 

12.8.1   Planning Board Findings.  The  Planning Board will issue appropriate findings of fact to 
accompany any Notice of Growth Impact issued pursuant to 12.5.3. 

 
12.8.2 Public Hearing.  Prior to invoking section 12.6 Phasing of Developments or section 12.7 

Limiting the Issuance of Permits, the Planning Board shall hold a public hearing with ten 
days notice to seek input from the general public. 

   

12.8  PROCEDURES FOR PHASING AND PERMIT LIMITATIONS 
 
Once a Notice of Growth Impact pursuant to section 12.5.3 has been issued, then the following 
procedures will be observed: 
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12.8.3 Determination of Action.  After a public hearing described in Section 12.8.2, the Planning 
Board shall deliberate and decide whether (1) phasing should be invoked (2) permit 
limitations should be imposed or (3) other appropriate action, and issue its decisions.  Any 
decision will be issued within 45 days of the Notice of Growth Impact. 

 
12.8.4  Permit Limitations.  The following provisions shall apply: 
  

a. The Planning Board as part of its decisions may specify what limitations are necessary 
in the issuance of  permits for  residential units up until and during any corrective action 
is taken by the Town and/or School District.  In determining the number of permits to 
be issued, the Planning Board shall consider the severity of the municipal service 
burden, the amount of capacity remaining in the service, and the amount of time needed 
to correct the service problem.  After determining those facts, the Planning Board shall 
set the number of  dwelling unit permits that can reasonably be issued on an annual 
basis. 

 
In determining the number of permits available for lots subject to this Growth Control 
Ordinance, the Planning Board will take into consideration the number of permits 
issued for lots which are not subject to this Ordinance.  In no case will the number of 
permits available for lots subject to this Ordinance be less than 50% of a figure 
developed by the Planning Board which takes into consideration the Town of 
Greenland’s average growth rate in the preceding five years and the published 
percentage increases in dwelling units as published by the Office of State Planning for 
the surrounding communities. 

 
 b. After the public hearing, the Planning Board shall set the number of permits to be issued 

for the one year period following enactment of the limit or such other shorter period as 
may be desirable.  At the end of the year or such other shorter period, the Planning 
Board shall hold a hearing to determine if the permit limitation should be removed or 
altered.  After making findings of fact, the Planning Board may (i) extend the permit 
limitation, (ii) alter the permit limitation, or (iii) remove the permit limitation. 

 
12.8.5 Phasing.  The Planning Board as part of its decision may require phasing in accordance with 

the provisions of section 12.6 Phasing.  
 
12.8.6 Equitable Distribution.  In order to insure equitable distribution of available  permits, no 

individual, partnership, corporation, or other entity or its related or affiliated entities or in the 
case of individuals their relatives or persons associated in business may receive more than 10 
percent of the permits or permits for eight units, whichever is less, available during the 
limitation period.  This restriction may be waived or modified if, at the end of the limitation 
period, not all available permits have been applied for.  
 
a. The Building Inspector shall consult with the Planning Board, and the Planning Board 

shall devise an administrative procedure necessary to insure equitable distribution of 
available dwelling unit permits under guidelines expressed above. 
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b. No application for a building permit will be accepted from any person who, in an 
attempt to avoid the building permit limitations of this Ordinance, has failed to pay 
fair consideration as defined by RSA 545:3 or any other person or entity who has the 
purpose of evasion of the limitations of this Section 12.4 of this Ordinance. 
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ARTICLE XIII 

OCCUPANCY/USE PERMIT 
(Adopted 1975, Amended 1991, 1992, 1993 and 1995) 

 

13.1.1 Residential Occupancy/Use Permits will be required for all newly constructed and 
substantially reconstructed residential units.  An Occupancy/Use Permit will not be required 
for occupancy changes within existing residential units, unless the residential use is being 
changed to a non-residential uses.  In such cases, a Non-Residential Use Permit will be 
required. 

 

13.1 PERMIT PROVISIONS 
       
All land uses within Greenland are subject to the following provisions: 
 

13.1.2 Non-Residential Occupancy/Use Permits will be required for all  home occupations, newly 
constructed or substantially reconstructed non-residential units, as well as for occupancy 
changes or changes or use within existing non-residential units.  Changes to non-residential 
occupancy or use require Site Plan Review.  See Site Plan Review Regulations 3.3.  (Amended 
2002*)  

 
13.1.3 The Non-Residential Occupancy/Use Permit must be prominently displayed at all times and 

be available for inspection by any citizen of Greenland.  (Amended 2002*) 
 

13.2.1 Occupancy/Use Permits shall be granted after the applicant has demonstrated to the  Building 
Inspector that all of the regulations of the underlying zoning district have been complied with. 

 

13.2     PROCEDURE 
 

13.2.2 Applications for a Residential Occupancy/Use Permit shall be accompanied by a fee, payable 
to the Town of Greenland.   Fees will be established by the Board of Selectmen at a duly 
posted public hearing.  See posted Fee Schedule.  (Amended 2002*) 

 
13.2.3 Applications for a Non-Residential Occupancy/Use Permit shall be accompanied by two (2) 

fees, the first payable to the Town of Greenland and the second payable to the Greenland Fire 
Department.  Fees will be established by the Board of Selectmen at a duly posted public 
hearing. 

 
13.2.4 As part of obtaining a Non-Residential Occupancy/Use Permit, the applicant must 

demonstrate to the Fire Department that the Town's Fire Safety Code has been complied with. 
 
13.2.5 Non-Residential Occupancy/Use Permits must be signed by both the Fire Chief and the 

Greenland Police Chief (or their designated representatives). 
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ARTICLE XIV 

NON-CONFORMING USES/LOTS 
 

Any  building or use of premises or part thereof which does not conform to the requirements of this 
Zoning  Ordinance at the time of its adoption may continue in such use (1952-   ).  (Amended 1958) 
 

14.1     EXISTING USE  
 

14.2  RESTORATIONS  (removed 3-11-08) (2008:31) 
 
 
14.3  ABANDONMENT 
 
A non-conforming use which has become non-operative, vacant, or is not used for such use for the 
period of one year shall be construed to have been abandoned and the premises may thereafter be used 
only for those uses for which the premises are zoned.  (Amended 1958) 
 

The  Building Inspector may issue a building permit for construction on a non-conforming lot of record 
existing as of November 1974, provided the following conditions have been satisfied: (Adopted 1994) 
 
14.4.1 The applicant obtains a WSPCD-approved septic design for the lot in question. 
 

14.4     DEVELOPMENT OF NON-CONFORMING LOTS 
 

14.4.2 The applicant obtains a driveway permit from the Town or State - whichever entity is 
applicable. 

 
14.4.3 The structure(s) to be built on the lot in question must meet the setback requirements of the 

underlying zoning district. 
 
14.4.4 Does not fall within the provisions of lot merger, noted in Section 15 of this Ordinance. 
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ARTICLE XV 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
 
15.1    CONVERSIONS 
 
Repealed March 8th, 2011 (2011:16) 
 

Unless protected by the provisions of RSA 674:39, contiguous lots or parcels in common ownership, 
which are of record on the effective date of this Ordinance or amendments thereto, shall be combined 
to create a lot or lots most nearly consistent with the frontage, width, and minimum lot size 
requirements of this Ordinance.  No portion of said merged parcel shall be used or sold in a manner 
which diminishes compliance with lot width, frontage, and area requirements established by this 
Ordinance. (Adopted 1989) 
 

15.2  LOT MERGING   
 

15.3    UNDERGROUND INJECTION WELLS   
 
Underground injection wells (as defined by Underground Injection Control regulations of the US 
Environmental Protection Agency) of any classification shall not be permitted on any parcel of land 
within the Town of Greenland.   (Adopted 1992) 
 
15.4 FIREWORKS (Removed entire section 2009) (2009:11) 
 
15.5 EXPLOSIVES 

15.5.1 The storage of explosives, as defined in NH Code of Administrative Rules Saf-c 1602.13, not 
otherwise permitted by ordinance, shall be prohibited in the Town of Greenland. 

(Amended 2009) (2009:12) 
 

15.5.2 No person shall perform or cause to be performed any blasting in the Town of Greenland unless 
a Blasting Permit is obtained from the Building Inspector. This permit shall not be issued until 
the following terms and conditions have been satisfied by the applicant. 
A. A properly executed application form will be submitted to and approved by the Building 

Inspector. The application form shall be developed by the Building Inspector and approved 
by the Board of Selectmen. 

B. Evidence of general liability and property insurance issued by a carrier authorize by the 
State of New Hampshire Insurance Commissioner to do business in New Hampshire. 

C. The Applicant shall submit a completed application to the Building Inspector at least two 
weeks prior to commencing drilling and/or blasting operations. 

D. The Applicant shall submit evidence, at the time of application, that a pre-blast survey has 
been completed by the blasting company for an area within five hundred (500) feet of the 
proposed blasting. 

E. Any reports or measurements made in conjunction with this pre-blast survey or with the 
subsequent blasting shall be made available upon request to all abutters within five hundred 
(500) feet of the area. Videotapes of individual homes shall be made available to the owner 
of the home videotaped upon request by the owner. 

F. The cost of the pre-blast survey shall be borne by the blasting company. 
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G. The Applicant shall submit evidence, at the time of application, that all residents with five 
hundred (500) feet of the blasting area have been notified of the blasting activities and the 
warning signals to be used prior to detonation of the explosives. 

H. Seismic monitory shall be required within five hundred (500) feet of the blast area. The 
Building Inspector may require additional seismic monitoring beyond this radius and such 
additional requirements may be prerequisites to obtaining permit approval.  

I. The applicant shall insure that any blasting in an Aquifer Protection District does not alter 
water quantity or quality. 

J. The applicant is liable for any and all damages resulting from the blasting operation. 
 

15.5.3 Blasting shall only take place between the hours of  7.00 AM and 6.00 PM Monday  
              through Friday. Blasting on holidays is prohibited. 
15.5.4 The use and handling of all explosives, blasting materials and blasting shall conform to 

NHDOT Standards, NFPA 495 Explosive Materials Code and NH Code of Administrative 
Rules Saf-C1600 (State Police regulations). 

15.5.5 One hour prior to detonation the Rockingham County Sheriff’s Dispatch Center will be  
             notified. The Dispatch Center will also be notified when blasting operations have ceased  
             for the day. 
15.5.6 Prior to detonation all appropriate audible-warning signals will be given. 
15.5.7 Immediately following any detonation of explosives the Blasting Contractor shall insure that all 

charges have detonated properly and then an appropriate audible “all clear” signal shall be 
sounded. 

15.5.8 After detonation the printed report from the site seismograph shall be turned over to the 
Building Inspector or a representative of the Town of Greenland.  

15.5.9 The Blasting Contractor shall insure that all explosives and blasting material has been removed 
from the Town of Greenland at the end of each workday. 

 
15.5.10 Blasting permits are required based on the cubic yards of materials to be blasted and the length 

of time to complete the blasting operations. 
A. A 30-day permit where a total aggregate of five hundred (500) to four thousand (4000) 

cubic yards will be removed. Such permit will expire at the end of 30 days from issuance 
unless otherwise revoked. 

B. A 60-day permit where a total aggregate of four thousand (4000) to fifteen thousand 
(15,000) cubic yards will be removed. Such permit will expire at the end of 60 days from 
issuance unless otherwise revoked. 

C. A 90-day permit where a total aggregate of more than fifteen thousand (15,000) cubic yards 
will be removed. Such permit will expire at the end of 90 days from issuance unless 
otherwise revoked. 

D. For a total aggregate of less than five hundred (500) cubic yards, a 1-day permit may be 
granted by the Building Inspector and conditions set forth in paragraph  

                              15.5.2, C, D and H may be waived at the discretion of the Building Inspector.  
E. Successive or renewed permits are permitted, provided application information is updated 

and a new application fee is paid.  
F. After a second renewal, submission of a written impact evaluation of the site and 

potentially affected properties may be required by the Building Inspector, dependent on the 
type of the original permit issued. 
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15.5.11 An Application fee as outlined in the fee schedule is required at the time the application is 
submitted. 

15.5.12 A Blast Permit issued may be revoked by the Building Inspector for just cause including 
             but not limited to a violation of any of the above, violation of the conditions of the  
             Blasting Permit, damage to surrounding property or unsafe operations.  
             An applicant who has had a permit revoked may apply for re-issuance to the Board of  
             Selectmen who will hold a public hearing on such request to determine if said request  
              should be granted. 
15.5.13 This ordinance does not apply to the use of blank cartridges for use in show or theater, or  
             for signal or ceremonial purposes in athletic or sports or for use by veteran or military  
              organizations.  
 
15.6     MANDATORY PRELIMINARY SUBDIVISION REVIEW 

 
In accordance with RSA 674:35, I, the Planning Board is authorized to require preliminary 
subdivision review.  The subdivision regulations regarding the requirements of such review are 
to be prepared and adopted by the Planning Board.  (Adopted 2006) 
 

15.7     MANDATORY PRELIMINARY SITE PLAN REVIEW 
 
In accordance with RSA 674:43, I, the Planning Board is authorized to require preliminary site 
plan review.  The site plan regulations regarding the requirements of such review are to be 
prepared and adopted by the Planning Board.  (Adopted 2006) 
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ARTICLE XVI 
ENFORCEMENT 

 

It shall be the duty and within the authority of the Board of Selectmen to enforce the provisions of this  
Ordinance. 
 

16.1 SELECTMEN 
 

16.2 BUILDING INSPECTOR 
 
There shall be an Inspector of Buildings who shall be the same as the Inspector of Buildings for the 
Town Building Regulations. 
 

The Building Inspector shall issue any and all  building permits requested when such permit is in 
accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance and the Building Regulations. (Amended 2010) (2010:06) 
 

16.3 ISSUANCE OF PERMITS 
 

16.4 BUILDING PERMITS 
 
(Removed 2010) (2010:07) 
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ARTICLE XVII 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
(Amended 1958) 

 

Within thirty days after the adoption of this Ordinance and thereafter as terms expire or vacancies 
occur, the citizens of Greenland shall elect persons, at Town meeting, to a Board of Adjustment of five 
members conforming in duties to the provisions of Chapter 31 of the Revised Statutes Annotated of 
New Hampshire, 1955, as amended.  The Board of Adjustment here provided shall conform in 
membership and term of office to the Board of Adjustment appointed to hear  appeals from Building 
Regulations.  In addition to the general powers granted said Board by said Chapter 31, it may, in 
harmony with and subject to its provisions:   (Amended 2005) 
  
17.1.1 (Removed 2010) (2010:08) 
 

17.1     ELECTION OF BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEMBERS 
 

17.1.2 Applications for a variance or Special Exception from the terms of this Ordinance shall be 
made in writing to the Secretary of the Board and shall be accompanied by an application fee 
in a check or money order made out to the Town of Greenland, N.H.  Application fees and 
fees for legal notices, abutters notices and any other costs in the review of the proposed 
application shall be established by the Board of Selectmen, at a duly noticed public hearing. 
Fees shall be reasonable and established to cover the costs of advertising, notification and 
technical review of the proposed submission. (Amended 1976, 1980, and 1997) 

 
               17.1.2.1    If the Board of Adjustment grants an application for a variance(s) and/or special  
                             exception(s), application for any and all building permits associated with the                                                                                               
                             execution of such variance and/or special exception must be made within five years  
                             for the residential district and two years for the commercial and industrial districts,          
                             from the date upon which the Board of Adjustment granted the variance(s) or the   
                             special exception(s); if such application is not made within these noted time periods,  
                             then such variance(s) and/or special exception(s) will be deemed nullified. (added  
                                   March 2008) (2008:32) 
 
17.1.3 Special Exceptions: The Board shall hear and decide requests for special exceptions as 

provided for in this Ordinance.  The Board shall grant requests for special exceptions which 
are in harmony with the general purpose and intent of this Ordinance.  (Adopted 1994) 
 

 17.1.3.1 Special Exceptions shall meet the following standards: 
 
a. No hazard to the public or adjacent property on account of potential fire, 

explosion or release of  toxic materials. 
      

b. No detriment to property values or change in the essential characteristics of a 
residential neighborhood on account of the location or scale of buildings and 
other structures, parking area, access ways, odor, smoke, gas, dust, or other 
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pollutant, noise, glare, heat, vibration, or unsightly outdoor storage of 
equipment, vehicles or other materials. 

  
c. No creation of a  traffic safety hazard or a substantial increase in the level of 

traffic congestion in the vicinity. 
  

d. No excessive demand on municipal services, including, but not limited to, 
water, waste disposal, police and  fire protection, and schools. 

  
e. No significant increase of storm water runoff onto adjacent property or 

streets. 
  
17.1.3.2 Special exceptions may be subject to conditions including the following: 
  

a. Front, side, or rear yards in excess of the minimum requirements of this 
Ordinance. 

  
b. Screening of the premises from the street or adjacent property by walls, 

fences, or other devices. 
  
c. Modification of the exterior features or buildings or other structures. 
  
d. Reasonable limitations on the number of occupants and methods and times 

of operation. 
  
e. Grading of the premises for proper drainage. 
 
f. Regulation of design of access drives, sidewalks, and other traffic features. 
 
g. Regulation of the number, size, and lighting of signs more stringent than the 

requirements of this Ordinance." 
 

17.1.3.3 Additional Criteria for Golf Courses  (Adopted 1998*) 
 

a. All applications for a Special Exception for Golf Course shall submit a Site 
Plan for review and approval by the Planning Board, in accordance with the 
requirements of the Greenland Site Plan Review Regulations. 

 
b. Golf Courses and their affiliated structures may be subdivided in whole or in 

part for ownership purposes; 
 
c. The minimum aggregate area of contiguous land or land separated by roads 

or utility rights-of-way for a golf course shall be 50 acres for each nine 
holes. 
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d. All principal structures shall maintain a minimum front, side and rear yard of 
two hundred feet from any non-affiliated residential structures or property 
lines.  These dimensional requirements are minimum standards which may 
be increased by the Zoning  Board of Adjustment if a determination is made 
that noise, light, and/or odors may constitute a nuisance to the abutting 
property owners using the minimum dimensional requirements as a standard. 

 
e. The Zoning Board of Adjustment shall in addition to the general standards 

and conditions for Special Exceptions, consider the following: 
 

1. the general suitability of the land for the intended use;  
2. the design of principal and accessory structures; 
3. site access and egress, and off-street parking requirements to 

accommodate patrons of the facility;     
4. specific impacts of surface alterations on drainage to abutting 

properties;     
5. potential hazards to surface and groundwater and to abutting 

landowners from the application of pesticides (including insecticides, 
herbicides and fungicides) and fertilizers. 

 
f. In cases where all or a portion of a proposed golf course is to be located 

within the Aquifer Protection District, the following additional criteria shall 
apply: 

 
1. Proposed golf courses must receive a Conditional Use Permit from 

the Planning Board in accordance with Section 7.5 of the Zoning 
Ordinance (Aquifer Protection District); 

2. Proposed golf courses shall observe the applicable design and 
operation guidelines established in Section 7.8 of the Zoning 
Ordinance (Aquifer Protection District); 

3. The on-site handling and application of pesticides, fertilizers and 
other toxic or hazardous materials shall be done in accordance with 
applicable Best Management Practices. 

 
g. Special Exceptions Granted by the Zoning Board of Adjustment – See 

Section 18.12. 
 

17.1.3.4 Dog Day Care shall be permitted by Special Exception in the Residential District 
provided the applicant resides on the property and can demonstrate that the 
following conditions are met:  (Added 2003) 

 
a. Dog Day Care shall be located upon a lot of no less than 3 acres; 
b. That the number of animals present for Dog Day Care at any one time shall 

be no greater than 15; 
c. That the hours of operation shall not exceed 7 AM to 6 PM; Monday through 

Friday; 
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d. That the applicant shall demonstrate that suitable fencing and indoor 
containment for dogs is provided on site at all time for the control of the 
dogs; 

e. That the applicant provide to the Board of Adjustment Rules and 
Regulations satisfactory to the Board; 

f. That there be a minimum of 75 feet between any outdoor containment area 
and any abutting residence; and 

g. That the applicant meet the Home Occupation criteria set forth in Section 
3.7.1 of the Zoning Ordinance. 
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ARTICLE XVIII 
WETLAND CONSERVATION AREA 

(Adopted 2002*) 
 
18.1  PURPOSE 
 
In the interest of public health, convenience, safety and welfare, the regulations of this district are 
intended to guide the use of areas of land with extended periods of high water tables, and to 
accomplish the following purposes: 
 
18.1.1 To control the development of structures and land uses on naturally occurring wetlands which 

would contribute to pollution of surface and groundwater by any means. 
 
18.1.2 To prevent the destruction of natural wetlands which provide flood protection, recharge the 

groundwater supply, and the augmentation of stream flow during dry periods. 
 
18.1.3 To prevent unnecessary or excessive expense to the Town related to the provision and 

maintenance of essential services and utilities which arise because of unwise use of wetlands. 
 
18.1.4 To encourage wetlands for ecological reasons including, but not limited to, those cited in 

RSA 482-A. 
 
18.1.5 To preserve and enhance those aesthetic values associated with the Wetlands of this Town. 
 
18.1.6 To provide a single and consistent approach for identifying and delineating wetlands based on 

the most advanced professional standards and scientific analysis. 
 
18.2    DEFINITION OF DISTRICT 
 
18.2.1 Tidal Influenced lands: All lands submerged by mean high tide and, in addition, those areas 

which border on tidal waters, such as banks, bogs, salt marsh, swamps, meadows, flats or 
other lowlands subject to tidal action, whose surface is at an elevation not exceeding three 
and one-half feet above local mean high tide and upon which grow or are capable of growing 
a variety of tidal plants.  The occurrence of saltmarsh peat at the undisturbed surface is also 
evidence of a tidal wetland. (Amended 2005) 

 
18.2.2 Inland Wetlands: Those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface water or 

groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal 
conditions does support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil 
conditions. (Amended 2005) 

 
18.2.3 Isolated Non-bordering Wetlands: Those areas of 3,000 s.f. or less, that are inundated or 

saturated by surface water or groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, 
and that under normal conditions does support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted 
for life in saturated soil conditions, but which are not within 100 feet of any other wetlands 
and do not abut a marsh, pond, bog, lake, river, natural, intermittent or perennial stream. 
(Amended 2005) 
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18.2.4 Buffer Zones:  (removed 3-11-08) (2008:33) 
 
18.3     WETLAND MAP 
 
The National Wetland Inventory maps for the Town of Greenland shall be used as a guide in the 
preliminary identification of jurisdictional wetlands under this ordinance.   
 
18.3.1 In the event that an area is alleged to be incorrectly designated on the wetlands map, the 

person aggrieved by such designation may request a field inspection by certified wetlands 
scientist, that the three criteria for wetland delineation are not present and that the area in 
question is incorrectly designated a wetland.  The Conservation Commission shall report this 
change to the Planning Board who will arrange to update the wetlands map accordingly.  All 
fees associated with this field inspection shall be paid by the applicant.  (Amended 2004) 

 
18.3.2 If, after the field inspection, the Wetlands designation is not changed, the person aggrieved by 

such designation may, by written petition, appeal the designation to the Planning Board. 
 
18.3.3 Any resident of Greenland may, by written petition, propose to the Planning Board that 

additional areas be included within the Wetlands Conservation District.  After informing the 
owners of the property proposed for inclusion in the Wetlands Conservation District and the 
owners abutting property, the Planning Board shall place the proposal on the agenda of its 
next regularly scheduled public hearing.  Before additional areas can be included within the 
Wetlands Conservation District, the Greenland resident proposing such inclusion shall 
provide evidence, satisfactory to the Planning Board, that the subject land meets the three 
mandatory technical criteria for Wetlands delineation. (Amended 2005) 

 
18.4     APPEAL OF WETLANDS BOUNDARIES 
 
In the event of a petition the Greenland Planning Board may call upon the services of an independent 
qualified wetlands scientist to examine said area and report finding to the Planning Board for their 
determination of the boundary.  Qualified wetland scientist shall mean a person who is qualified in soil 
classification and wetlands delineation and who is recommended or approved by the State of New 
Hampshire.  The costs to the Town of such appeal shall be borne by the petitioner.   (Amended 2005) 
 
18.5     PERMITTED USES IN THE WETLANDS CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
 
18.5.1 The following uses shall be permitted within the Wetlands Conservation District: 
 

A. Any use otherwise permitted by the Zoning Ordinance that does not include erection 
of a structure and does not alter the surface configuration of the land by the addition 
of fill or by dredging. 

 
B. Any agriculture that will not cause soil erosion or groundwater contamination by 

pesticides or other hazardous materials. 
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C. Wildlife refuge and habitat management. 
 
D. Parks and such recreation purposes as are consistent with the purpose and intentions 

of this section. 
 
E. Conservation areas and nature trails. 

 
18.6    ADDITIONAL PERMITTED USES IN TIDAL INFLUENCED LANDS AND BUFFER   

ZONES (Amended 2005) 
 
18.6.1 The following additional uses shall be permitted in tidal influenced lands and buffer zones: 

(Amended 2005) 
 

A. Cutting of dead or dying trees of any size; 
 
B. Cutting of live trees with a diameter of six inches or greater, measured 4½ feet above 

the ground, provided that such partial cutting is limited to 30% of their total pre-
harvest basal area.  Selection of trees for such partial cutting shall be done with the 
consultation of the Rockingham County Forester and the approval of the Planning 
Board.  Partial cutting shall be done in such a way that a well distributed stand of 
healthy growing trees remains. 

 
C. The erection of fences, footbridges, catwalks and wharves provided such structures 

are built on posts or pilings and permit the unobstructed flow of the tide and preserve 
the natural contour of the marshes. 

 
18.7 ADDITIONAL PERMITTED USES IN INLAND WETLANDS AND ISOLATED 

NON-BORDERING WETLANDS AND BUFFER ZONES  (Amended 2005 and 2006) 
 
18.7.1 The following uses are permitted in inland wetlands and isolated non-bordering wetlands, and 

buffer zones:    
 

A. Forestry and tree farming which does not involve clear cutting.  Any tree removal 
shall be done when the ground is frozen to minimize wetland impact; 

 
B. Water impoundments and construction of wells for on site water supply; and 
 
C. Open space permitted by the subdivision regulations and other sections of the 

ordinance 
 
18.8 PROHIBITED USES IN THE WETLANDS CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
 
18.8.1 The following uses are prohibited within the Wetlands Conservation District within 75' of the 

district: 
 
A. Septic systems, or on site disposal systems.  (Amended 2006) 
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B. Storage of gasoline, fuel oil, pesticides, hazardous agricultural and other materials or 
roadsalt stockpiles. 

 
18.9 BUFFER ZONE REQUIREMENTS   (Amended 2005) 
 
18.9.1 Buffer Zone:  No structure, septic system, or impermeable surface shall be permitted within 

75’ of tidal influenced lands or within 50’ of inland wetlands.  (Amended 2006) 
 
18.9.2  Buffer Depth.  A vegetated buffer shall have a depth of seventy five feet for tidal influenced 

lands and fifty feet for inland wetlands or body of water. Depth shall be measured in 
accordance with 18.3 of this ordinance.

A. The inner twenty-five feet closest to the body of water or wetlands is to be left, as 
much as possible, in its natural state. 

  
 

 
B. The outer zone of the buffer can be managed forest with some pruning and clearing of 

trees allowed. No fertilized turf (lawn) is allowed in this zone. 
 

18.9.3 Waivers (Removed 2009) (2009:13)    
 
18.9.4    Exceptions. This ordinance shall exempt agricultural activity that is following best    

    management practices (BMP) of governing agencies from the county, state, and/or federal     
    government. 

 
18.9.5  Making Buffer Zones Known: 

 
Developers, builders, residents and property owners shall be informed of the location and reason for 
the buffers. Buffer boundaries shall be printed on all development and construction plans. 
 
18.9.6 Buffer Crossings.   

 
A.   Attempts shall be made to limit the number of road crossings across water bodies and 

wetlands.  Widths of the crossings shall be minimized at the discretion of the planning 
board.  Board shall take into account recommendations of the NH Department of 
Transportation, NH Department of Environmental Services, and/or the Army Corp of 
Engineers. 

 
B.  Road right-of-ways shall be reduced in buffer zones, with utilities installed under 

pavement.  All footpaths accessing a buffer shall be protected in some manner to 
prevent channelization from storm water runoff. 
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18.9.7 Enforcement.  Buffers shall be actively managed.  Citizen reports of encroachments into a 
buffer shall be acted upon. Violators may be served with civil fines and required, at their own 
expense, to regenerate the section of the buffer encroached upon by instructions of the 
Conservation Commission and/or New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services. 

 
18.9.8  Storm water Management.  Vegetated buffers shall not be relied upon as the sole storm water 

management tool. 
 
18.10 CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS 
 
18.10.1 A conditional use permit may be granted by the Planning Board for the construction of 

roads and other access ways, pipelines, powerlines, and other transmission lines within the 
district or the buffer zone, provided that all of the following conditions are found to exist: 
(amended 2008) (2008:34) 
 
A. The applicant has demonstrated the proposed construction is essential to the 

productive use of land not within the wetlands; (amended 2008) (2008:35) 
 
B. Design and construction methods will be such as to minimize detrimental impact 

upon the wetland site and will include restoration of the site as nearly as possible 
to its original grade and condition; 

 
C. No alternative which does not cross a wetland or has less detrimental impact on 

the wetland in feasible; and 
 
D. All other necessary permits have been obtained. 

 
18.11       CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR OVERBURDEN GROUND WATER PUMPING 
 
18.11.1 A conditional use permit may be granted by the Planning Board for overburden ground 

water pumping at a rate in excess of 20,000 gallons per day, provided that such pumping is 
conducted in such manner as to assure no net loss of wetlands within the adjacent Wetlands 
Conservation District. 

 

A. The lot upon which an exception is sought was an official lot of record, as recorded 
in the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds prior to March 12, 2002. (Amended 
2005) 

18.12       SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS GRANTED BY THE ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 
18.12.1 Upon application to the Board of Adjustment, a special exception may be granted to permit 

the erection of a new structure on vacant approved building lots of record or the expansion 
of an existing structure located within the Wetlands Conservation District, or any buffer 
zones, provided that all of the following conditions are found to exist: 

 

 
B. The new structure or expansion is not otherwise prohibited under the zoning 

ordinance. 
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C. The use for which the exception is sought cannot feasibly be carried out on a portion 
or portions of the lot which are outside the Wetlands Conservation District or the 
buffer zone. 

 
D. Due to the provisions of the Wetlands Conservation District, no reasonable and 

economically viable use of the lot can be made without the exception. 
 
E. The design and construction of the proposed use will, to the extent practicable, be 

undertaken in such a manner as to be consistent with the purposes and spirit of this 
ordinance. 

 
18.13 OTHER PERMITS 
 
Nothing in the above ordinance shall preclude the need to obtain any other necessary local, state or 
federal government permits. 
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ARTICLE XIX 
AGE RESTRICTED (SENIOR) HOUSING ORDINANCE 

(Added 2004) 
 

19.1 PURPOSE 
 
The regulations in this section have been established for the purpose of encouraging construction of 
Age Restricted Housing (ARH) cluster developments, which are designed and constructed to meet the 
unique needs of Senior citizens, while ensuring compliance with local planning standards, land use 
policies, good building design, and the requirements for the health, safety and general welfare of the 
inhabitants of Greenland. 
 
19.2 DEFINITIONS 
 
A. Active Adult Community:  A community of living facility designed specifically for the 

interests of persons age 55 and older, which typically contains recreational amenities and 
support services for older adults who are healthy, active and capable of completely independent 
living. 

 
B. Age Restricted Housing (ARH):  A dwelling building with each dwelling unit restricted to 

occupancy by households with active senior persons living independently, age 55 and over. 
 
C. Dwelling Unit:  A living area of two or more rooms designed to be occupied by one or more 

individuals as private living quarters. 
 
D. Independent Living Facilities:  Housing, which groups Seniors for the purpose of social 

interaction and mutual support in a common interest community.  Group facilities may be 
provided on the premises for recreation and social interaction, but only limited support services 
are typically provided. 

 
E. Open Space:  Open Space is that portion of a lot open and unobstructed from its lowest level to 

the sky.  It shall not include land occupied by buildings and structures as well as all roads and 
driveways, parking areas or service areas.  Private yards, patios or gardens for residents shall 
qualify as open space.  Where no separate right-of-way is delineated for private streets, only the 
pavement areas of the streets, curbs and sidewalks are excluded.  Walkways integral to the 
open space area that are not curbside sidewalks shall qualify as open space.  Flagpoles, 
sculptures, benches, swimming pools, tennis courts, atriums, trees, and similar objects shall not 
be considered obstructions. 

 
F. Resident:  A person occupying a dwelling for 45 days with a 365 day period or fewer as 

defined by the organization set up by each Age Restricted Housing (ARH) development. 
 
G. Senior:  A person whose age is 55 years of older. 
 
H. Service Areas:  Any structure or area that services or maintains the needs of Age Restricted 

Housing, to include but not be limited too, dumpsters, air conditioners, loading docks. 
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1) A variety of housing types exclusively addressing the needs of Senior citizens, 
including but not limited to:  active adult homes, independent living facilities. 

19.3 GENERAL STANDARDS 
 
All ARH developments shall conform to the following: 
 
A. ARH shall be permitted in any zoning district approved by the Planning Board. 
 
B. All applicable site, design, building and construction elements must conform to the Town of 

Greenland’s Zoning Ordinances, Building, Subdivision and Site Plan Review Regulations, 
unless otherwise noted. 

 
C. Uses: 
 

All ARH development projects will be subject to a conditional use permit provided the 
requirements and conditions of this ordinance are met.  All ARH facilities developers and 
operators may apply for a conditional use permit for the defined Senior uses.  The Planning 
Board shall have the sole authority for approval of a proposed project for a particular site based 
on suitability, density of the project and number of current ARH/Senior facilities existing in the 
Greenland community.  In the Planning Board’s deliberation to allow any non-residential use of 
support facilities, the Planning Board shall give strong consideration to the needs of Seniors, 
not the applicant.  The following uses shall be permitted: 

 

 
2) Facilities which support Senior services, to include, but shall not be limited to the 

following: 
 
a) Indoor/Outdoor Recreational facilities (i.e., card rooms, swimming pool, 

meeting room, video room, music room, etc.) 
b) Medical sub-station (i.e., first aid, pharmacy, circuit health care, etc.) 
c) Limited service facilities, such as, chapel, library, postal station, general supply 

store, etc.) 
d) Temporary Senior activities as authorized by municipal agencies having 

jurisdiction. 
e) Public Parks and outdoor Senior recreational facilities. 
f) Private, non-profit community service centers, serving Senior citizens. 
g) Private, non-profit social service centers, serving Senior citizens. 

 
D. The minimum lot area for any ARH development shall be fifteen (15) acres, or which no less 

than ten (10) acres shall be contiguous upland, and shall have at least 50 feet of frontage on a 
public road. 

 
E. A minimum of 30% of the total land area shall be dedicated for passive and/or active recreation 

purposes. 
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F. Minimum areas between dwelling and minimum setback between the building and the edge of 
the right-of-way for the internal road system shall not be counted toward the required thirty 
percent (30%) of useable uplands counted for passive/active recreational purposes. 

 
G. Adequate on-site space must be provided for off-street parking, water and sewage disposal 

systems, regardless of maximum allowable densities. 
 
H. Open Space shall constitute no less than fifty percent (50%) of the gross track area of the lot. 
 
I. Each ARH Development shall contain a minimum of 10 Dwelling Unit. 
 
J. Density:  Maximum density shall be determined using the following formula: 
 
 1) From Gross Track Area subtract: 
 
  a) Soils classified as poorly and very poorly drained 

b) Areas of slopes greater than fifteen (15%) percent 
c) Wetlands 
d) Bodies of standing water 
e) Setbacks and buffers 

 
2) The resulting calculation shall be called henceforward “net track area”. 

 
K. Dwelling unit density shall not be greater than two point five (2.5) Dwelling units per net track 

acre. (Amended 2006, 2008) (2008:36) 
 
L. Each ARH may not exceed thirty-five feet (35’) in height and may be either one or two stories. 
 
M. A maximum of five bedrooms per net track acre shall be allowed. (Amended 2006, 2008) (2008:37) 
 
N. Each ARH shall be separated by a minimum distance of thirty-five feet (35’) and be 

specifically designed to provide housing for Senior residence. 
 
O. The design and layout of such ARH developments shall complement and harmonize with the 

Town of Greenland, and shall maximize the privacy of dwelling units, preserve the natural 
character of the land and meet the specifications as defined in Section 2, Design and 
Architectural Specifications. 

 
P. Adequate on site space shall be provided for off-street parking and meet specifications as 

defined in Section 2, Design and Architectural Specifications. 
 
Q. All ARH developments shall provide for pedestrian access within the development and, to the 

greatest extent possible, to off-site facilities.  The adequacy of pedestrian access within the 
development shall be evaluated by both the location of sidewalks as well as the location of 
residential units/amenities within the development. 
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R. The perimeter of all such ARH housing developments shall be treated with a landscaped buffer 
zone of a minimum of twenty-five feet (25’) which may consist in whole or in part of existing 
natural growth. 

 
S. ARH Housing developments shall be landscaped to enhance compatibility with surrounding 

areas with emphasis give to natural features and meet specifications as defined in Section 2, 
Design and Architectural Specifications. 

 

1) Composition shingle material is acceptable, providing that it is of high quality and 
provides architectural definition to the tab shingle to emulate traditional wood shingle 
styles. 

19.4 DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURAL SPECIFCIATIONS 
 
All such ARH developments shall be designed and constructed to compliment and harmonize with the 
surrounding areas, particularly in regard to the size and scale of the development and its prominence 
and visibility to the community and surrounding neighborhoods.  (Refer Subdivision and Site Plan 
Review Regulations for all applicable design and construction detail) 
 
A. Massing and style.  Building massing and style must be distinctively residential in character, 

drawing on the historical design elements that are contextually consistent with regional New 
England architecture.  Historical and traditional design elements are encouraged.  Front yards 
which use boxwood hedges, evergreen hedges, traditional style picket fences, stone walls, or 
iron picket fences with granite curb and pilasters is encouraged. 

 
B. Fences or hedges should not exceed three feet in height at the fronts of buildings.  Fences and 

landscaping to screen service areas may exceed this height, consistent with the intent and use of 
the space. 

 
C. Roofs.  Preference shall be given to roof pitches consistent with single family, residential 

design.  New England traditional or vernacular styles are preferred.  Material must be 
consistent with the architecture of the building. 

 

 
2) Tile, slate, or metal roofing is permitted, provided it is consistent with the architectural 

style of the building. 
 

3) Gutters and downspouts are encouraged to provide drainage away from foundations, but 
must be consistent with the other architectural elements of the building. 

 
4) The installation of chimneys on the roofs of all buildings is encouraged to convey the 

look and feel of residential use. 
 
D. Entrances.  Building entrances must comply with all current Accessibility regulations; 

however, the use of ramps and lifts is discouraged.  Buildings should be designed with 
entrances that are barrier free for the intended residential or commercial uses.  The use of 
sloped entry walks, covered entryways, porticos, arcades, and covered porches is encouraged. 
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E. Door and window openings.  Door and windows form the transition from public to private 
space, and should reflect residential detailing in design and placement.  The use of cornices, 
architectural moldings, sidelights, transcom lights, and raised panels in doors is encouraged.  
The use of shutter consistent with the architecture of a building is encouraged. 

 
F. Materials and design elements.  Material chosen for exterior elements should be consistent 

with the intent and use of materials traditionally found in residential design in New England.  
Siding materials such as clapboard and shingle are preferred, and the use of new materials, 
which reduce maintenance, but emulate the look and feel of transitional materials, is 
encouraged.  The use of a variety of trim materials to provide detail at the eaves, corners, 
gables, pediments, lintels, sills, quoins, and balustrades is encouraged.  The color palette 
chosen for nay building should be consistent with traditional residential colors. 

 
G. Landscaping 
 

1) The development shall be landscaped to enhance its compatibility with the Town, given 
with emphasis to the use of existing natural features where possible. 

 
2) Whenever possible it shall leave undisturbed the special environmental and historical 

features of the development site including woodlands, ponds and streams, hilltops, 
important biological habitats and areas of special significance.  Indigenous trees and 
shrubs and other elements such as stone walls and earth berms shall be used to create 
effective screening. 

 
3) Applicant must submit a landscaping plan prepared by a registered architect or 

landscape architect which must be reviewed and approved by the Planning Board. 
 
4) A broad range of foundation plants and general landscape planting is encouraged.  The 

intent is to provide an intensity of landscaping that creates a residential character for 
any project. 

 
H. Paving and Curbing 
 

1) Curbing, as required by the Planning Board, shall be granite.   
 
2) Paving which provides a non-skid surface and is contrasting in design, materials, or 

color is encouraged at all pedestrian crosswalks and walkways. 
 
I. Road Construction 
 

1) All roads and drives in a site shall be privately owned and maintained.  Street design 
and construction is subject to the approval of the Planning Board. 

 
2) Easements for emergency access and relief from liability shall be given to the Town in a 

form acceptable to the Board of Selectmen. 
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3) Recognizing the potential physical limitations of the Seniors, the board may permit a 
vehicular drop-off area to the building within the required front yard area. 

 
J. Parking 
 

1) Two (2) parking spaces plus 1 visitor space shall be provided for per dwelling unit in 
reasonable proximity to the dwelling.  Side of rear units are encouraged. 

 
2) The Planning Board shall carefully consider the location of all parking area and the 

parking areas access to the unit it serves in keeping with its intended use by the Seniors. 
 
3) Additional parking in proximity to any additional facilities serving residents in common 

or guest parking shall be added with the following: 
 

a) Required number of spaces shall be determined by facility use. 
b) Parking lot interiors shall be landscaped to provide shade and relief. 
c) In parking areas of eleven or more parking stalls, at least one tree of three-inch 

or greater caliper shall be planted for every six parking places.  Adequate tree 
wells and irrigation shall be provided for all parking lot landscaping. 

 
4) Pedestrian access is to be taken into consideration in parking lot design.  The use of 

separate walkways in encouraged.  Textured paving or grade separated (elevated) 
walkways are desired on all pedestrian access ways. 

 
K. Signs 
 
 1) Permitted signs are as specified in Zoning Ordinance, Article VI, Signs. 
 
L. Lighting 
 

1) Multi-handle lighting of color corrected sodium lighting is encouraged.  Street lighting, 
except as required for vehicle entrances and public rights-of-way should be pedestal 
mounted or mounted on adjacent buildings at pedestrian scale heights between 10 and 
14 feet. 

 
2) Lighting shall be only to provide security, safety and landscaping amenities as needed 

and designed so that direct rays of light will not shine off site.  That is, lights should not 
illuminate adjacent properties and caps or cutoffs must be provided to prevent direct 
lighting on abutting or adjacent properties. 

 
3) The use of porch lights, gate post lights, and bollard lighting to illuminate walkways is 

encouraged. 
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19.5 SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
The Town of Greenland Building Inspector shall oversee the implementation of ARH Development. 
 
A. Any person having legal interest in the subject land may submit to the Planning Board an 

application for Conditional Use for ARH Developments, subject to the provisions of this article 
and applicable Town of Greenland Ordinances and Regulations.   

 
B. Conditional Use Permit shall lapse within one (1) year from its approval if substantial usage or 

construction has not commenced by such date except for good cause by the applicant.  Provided 
further that such construction once begun shall be actively and continuously pursued to 
completion based upon the proposed schedule submitted with the application. 

 
19.6 RESTRICTIONS 
 

A. Residential facilities designed for exclusive occupancy by senior citizens, as a 
minimum, must meet federal regulations for such facilities. 

 
B. It shall be the responsibility of the developer/builder of each such ARH development to 

establish a Home Owner’s Association and to prepare and adopt appropriate Articles 
and By-Laws which are to be submitted in advance to the Planning Board and Town 
Council for their review and approval. 

 
C. In preparing the Articles and By-Laws, particular consideration shall be given by 

accommodating the unique needs of the senior citizens and ensuring that residents of 
such developments are guaranteed adequate and appropriate services. 

 
D. If rental fees are required, the Articles shall contain a clause restricting increased rental 

fees to adequately service and maintain the properties only. 
 

E. Any association formed for the purpose of ARH must have stipulated in their By-Laws 
and Declaration of Covenants, that the Association will, at all time, be in compliance 
with current Town of Greenland ordinances governing ARH. 

 
F. Residency restrictions for residential projects within the ARH District recorded in 

Articles and By-Laws, Declarations, Restrictive Covenants, or other documents shall be 
recorded in the Rockingham Registry of Deeds. 

 
G. The creation of the Home Owner’s Association and the Articles and By-Laws shall be 

the sole expense of the developer/builder as well as the costs of the review by the 
Planning Board and Town Council. 

 
H. No site on a plan for which approval is granted under ARH may be subdivided so as to 

create additional buildable lots and a notation to this effect shall be shown on the plan. 
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I. All dwellings constructed under ARH shall not be eligible for conversion to 
conventional apartments or be used for other than Age Restricted citizen housing. 

 
19.7 OTHER REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. Site Ownership – At the time of application, the entire site shall either be under one 
owner, or documents shall be submitted with application that show that all owners of 
record have applied to the Planning Board for consolidation, pending approval of the 
site plan. 
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ARTICLE XX 

This Ordinance may be amended by a majority vote of any legal Town Meeting when such amendment 
is published in the warrant calling for the meeting and when amended pursuant to the Revised Statutes 
Annotated (RSA) of the State of New Hampshire as amended.  
 

 

AMENDMENTS 
 

ARTICLE XXI 
PENALTY 

 
21.1 FINES 
 
Every person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not 
more than $100 upon conviction for each day such violation may exist.  (Amended 1958 and 1975) 
 
 
21.2 MUNICIPAL ACTION 
 
The Board of Selectmen may institute in the name of the Town of Greenland any appropriate action or 
proceedings to prevent, restrain, correct, or abate violations of this Ordinance. 
 
 

ARTICLE XXII 
SAVING CLAUSE 

 
The invalidity of any provision of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity of any other provision. 
 
 

ARTICLE XXIII 

All Zoning Ordinances and amendments thereto inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed, but such 
repeal shall not in any case affect any act done or any right accrued or accruing, acquired or 
established, or any suit or proceeding had or commenced in any case before the time when this 
Ordinance shall take effect. 
 

REPEAL 
(Adopted 1958) 
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ARTICLE XXIV 
LIGHTING 
(Adopted 2005) 

 
24.1 PURPOSE 
 
It is the intent of this ordinance to preserve, protect, and enhance the lawful nighttime use and 
enjoyment of any and all property through the use of appropriate lighting practices and systems.  Such 
individual fixtures and lighting systems are designed, constructed, and installed to: control glare and 
light trespass, minimize obtrusive light, protect the quality of the New Hampshire night sky, 
Greenland’s rural character, and conserve energy and resources while maintaining safety, security and 
productivity. 
 
24.2   GENERAL LIGHTING REQUIREMENTS 
   
24.2.1 Illumination levels at property boundaries will not exceed 0.2 foot-candles for industrial or 

commercial properties and 500 lumens for residential properties.  
 
24.2.2 No artificial lighting shall shine directly or indirectly upon any neighboring property or shine 

directly on or into any room or rooms, porches, patios of any neighboring structure or 
property as to be a nuisance. 

 
 

ARTICLE XXV 
WHEN EFFECTIVE 

 
This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 
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ARTICLE XXVI 
RESIDENTIAL OPEN SPACE-CONSERVATION SUBDIVISION 

DEVELOPMENT  
(adopted March 2008) (2008:38) 

 
Pursuant to RSA 674:21, the Planning Board is hereby authorized to grant a 
Conditional Use Permit to allow for a Conservation Subdivision Development in accordance with the 
restrictions and requirements of this section. The Planning Board is further authorized to adopt 
amendments to the Subdivision Regulations in order to further administer the requirements of this 
ordinance. 
 
26.1 Purpose: The purpose of this ordinance is to (1) encourage environmentally sound planning to 
protect open space and natural resources, and create attractive living environments, and (2) through 
creative placement of dwelling units, discourage consumption of scenic, forested, agricultural, and 
recreational land for development, thus maintaining the rural character and advancing the goals stated 
in the master plan. The Planning Board shall consider the following purposes and balance them 
accordingly during review of individual applications. 
 

a. Maintain and Preserve rural character of the Town of Greenland by allowing an alternative 
residential development option which preserves large areas of open space, provides for visual 
buffers from existing roads and residential development, and permits farming opportunities on 
parcels of open space. 
 
b. Preserve large, contiguous parcels of open space throughout the town. 
 
c. Provide for a diversity of housing types, opportunities, and styles. 
 
d. Encourage flexible road design that will contribute to and enhance a rural atmosphere and 
maintain minimal safety design. 
 
e. To provide for connected corridors of open land throughout town for preservation of habitat, 
environmental resources, and public enjoyment. 
 
f. As part of an alternative for residential development, to require the clustering of homes in a 
manner that includes proximity in physical location while minimizing confusion over issues of 
property ownership. 

 
26.1.2 Conditional Use Permits: All Conservation Subdivision developments shall obtain a 
conditional use permit from the Planning Board. The conditional use permit shall clearly set forth all 
conditions of approval and shall clearly list all plans, drawings, and other submittals that are part of the 
approved use. Everything shown or otherwise indicated on a plan or submittal that is listed on the 
conditional use permit shall be considered to be a condition of approval. Construction shall not deviate 
from the stated conditions without approval of the modification by the Planning Board. All 
developments seeking a conditional use permit shall be administered by the Planning Board to insure 
that Conservation Subdivision development opportunities do not adversely impact neighboring 
properties, or the citizens and Town of Greenland. 
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26.1.3 Application Procedure: Applications for conditional use permits for a Conservation 
Subdivision development shall be made in accordance with the procedures set forth in the relevant 
sections of the Subdivision Regulations of the Greenland Planning Board. 
 
26.1.4 Approval of Applications: Prior to issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall acquire a 
conditional use permit as well as any other necessary Planning Board approval. A conditional use 
permit shall be issued only if a Conservation Subdivision development complies with all of the 
requirements of this section. The Planning Board may condition its approval on reasonable conditions 
necessary to accomplish the objectives of this section or of the Greenland Master Plan, Zoning 
Ordinance, or any other federal, state, town resolution, regulation, or law, including but not limited to; 
a reasonable reduction in allowed density, a reasonable increase in required frontage, setbacks, or any 
other requirement if necessary to accomplish said objectives. The conditional use permit is meant to 
provide flexibility, minimize adverse impacts, and allow the Board to participate jointly with the 
applicant to prepare a development that is consistent with this ordinance, regulations, and the Master 
Plan for the Town of Greenland. 
 
26.1.5 General: The Conservation Subdivision development provisions of this ordinance provide 
applicants with an alternative development approach intended to promote flexibility and innovation in 
land planning. Within this context, the ordinances that are established are intended to be a minimum 
consideration of allowable impacts. Each tract of land possesses different, unique development 
characteristics and limitations, and the Conservation Subdivision development use allowed on any 
particular tract will be a function of innovative land planning and subdivision design interacting with 
the special characteristics and limitations of the site. The following definitions specifically apply to 
this Section of the Zoning Ordinance: 
 
Buffer: Land area maintained in either a natural or landscaped state and used to visibly separate or 
screen one use from another or to minimize potentially negative impacts on surrounding areas (e.g., 
shield or block noise, light or other nuisances, reduce water pollution). 
 
Common Leaching System: A system for the collection and processing via leach fields, the effluent 
from more than two septic tanks, including all the pipes, valves and other equipment, land and 
easements necessary for operating such a system. All of the leaching equipment will be in a single 
common ownership, though the septic tanks may not. 
 
Common Area: Any parcel or area of land and/or area of water set aside as a result of a conservation 
subdivision plan. The common area is designed for the benefit and enjoyment of the residents of a 
conservation subdivision development. These areas may contain accessory structures and 
improvements necessary and appropriate for the educational, recreational, cultural, social or other 
noncommercial/ nonresidential / non-industrial uses, plus any utility services utilized by the owners of 
the common area. 
 
Conservation Easement: A permanent legal restriction against future development and other 
activities as specified in the conservation easement deed. An easement may be worded to permit or 
restrict public access, allow or disallow recreational uses, allow or disallow other uses, such as limited 
development, agriculture, or forestry. Easements are tied to the title of the land, regardless of 
subsequent ownership. 



 163 

 
Conservation Land: Land given to a public body dedicated to conservation of forests, park land, etc., 
or to a private conservation trust, with the intent of preserving in its original ecological condition, 
safeguarding water supplies, or diminishing flood danger. 
 
Farm/Agriculture: Any land, buildings or structures on or in which agriculture and farming 
operations are carried out as the principal use, including all operations outlined in RSA 21:34:a II. 
 
Mandatory Home Association: A private non-profit corporation, association, or other non-profit legal 
entity organized in accordance with state law and established by the developer or the member 
individuals for the benefit and enjoyment of the residents of the Conservation Subdivision 
Development, including oversight and management of common open space facilities. Membership in 
said association shall be mandatory for property owners and made a required covenant in any deed 
issued or passed. It shall provide voting and use rights in the common area when applicable and may 
charge dues to cover expenses, which may include tax liabilities of the common area, recreational or 
utility facilities. Articles of Association or Incorporation must be acceptable to the Planning Board and 
by the Town Counsel and any other municipal, county, state agency, body, commission or department 
required by law to approve of the same. 
 
Open Space Common: Land within or related to a development, not individually owned or dedicated 
for public use, which is designed and intended for the common use or enjoyment of the residents of the 
development and/or the town and may include  such complimentary structures and improvements as 
are necessary, appropriate and approved by the planning board. 
 
Open Space Easement: Land whose development rights have been legally restricted, either by deed or 
by public purchase of those rights. The easement may be so worded as to permit or restrict public 
access, to allow or disallow recreational development, and similar provisions. Easements are tied to the 
title of the land, regardless of its subsequent ownership. 
 
Public Open Land: Land purchased by or given to the Town of Greenland for parks, playgrounds, or 
an undeveloped open space, generally with the intention of making it accessible for public use. 
 
Restricted Covenant: A restriction on the use of land usually set forth in the deed for the property. 
 
Yield Plan: Is a plan or plan set that shows the maximum number of conforming building lots that is 
reasonably achievable under a conventional subdivision following the requirements of the zoning 
ordinance and subdivision regulations. 
 
26.1.6 Strict Adherence: To these provisions shall not be construed as establishing a legal right to a 
conditional use permit for a conservation subdivision development. Those who wish to pursue their 
“development rights” to a certain use or development of land should consider developing their land 
with the permitted, conventional subdivision approaches, or through the variance procedure as 
provided for by New Hampshire law. 
 
26.1.7 Lot Size and Frontage: The minimum lot size for a Conservation development is 20 acres. The 
minimum frontage for the development shall be a contiguous 100 feet and of sufficient length to 



 164 

provide safe access for a right-of-way of at least 50 feet. At least one access shall be within the 
minimum frontage. The minimum frontage and access shall be within the Town of Greenland. If, 
however, the subject parcel has only 50 feet of frontage and was legally created prior to the date of 
adoption of this ordinance under ordinances and regulations that required at least a 50 feet minimum 
right-of-way, 50 feet shall be the minimum required frontage for such pre-existing lots. Frontage lands 
on roads existing at the time of application shall be preserved as buffers to the maximum extent 
possible in addition to all required setbacks. After the passage of this ordinance, any parcel that 
subdivides more than 50% of the frontage away from the parent parcel shall not be eligible for a 
Conservation Subdivision development for a period of 4 years from the date of the subdivision 
approval. Merging the required parcels with the parent parcel to achieve the 50% original required 
frontage shall nullify this restriction. 
 
26.1.8 Density: Maximum density for a Conservation Subdivision Development - shall be 
determined by use of a yield plan. The purpose of a yield plan is to show the maximum number of 
conforming buildable lots that is reasonably achievable under a conventional subdivision following the 
requirements of the zoning ordinance and subdivision regulations. The Planning Board may adopt 
regulations that provide for the generation of a yield plan in accordance with this section. 
 
26.1.9 Density Bonus: The Planning Board may award a development an additional number of 
conforming buildable lots as a density bonus, if the required criteria as performance standards are met. 
Additional density allowances are based on the number of conforming buildable lots achievable under 
the yield plan baseline. The allowances are cumulative and may be allowed based on the following 
performance standards: 

1.) Conservation of greater than fifty percent (50%) of the parcel as designated open space may 
receive a five percent (5%) percent increase in the number of allowable buildable lots for every 
additional ten percent (10%) of open space protected, up to fifteen (15%) percent total increase. 
2.) Developments that grant increased access to the designated open space, including access to 
active recreation areas and/or facilities, to the general public or to all residents of the 
conservation subdivision itself, may be eligible for a ten percent (10%) increase in the number 
of allowable buildable lots. 
3.) Developments that provide for a conservation easement, acceptable by the planning board 
and held by the municipality or recognized conservation organization or land trust, may be 
eligible for a ten percent (10%) increase in the number of allowable buildable lots.  
4.) Innovative layout and design of the project to encourage a village or community type 
environment with such amenities as village greens and parks, community viewsheds and/or 
integration into existing protected farm activities, existing recreational opportunities, and 
existing conservation lands, the Greenland Planning Board may award the development an 
additional density bonus of up to fifteen percent (15%) increase in the number of allowable 
buildable lots. 
5.) A density bonus of up to 2 allowable buildable lots may be awarded for the preservation of 
each potential frontage lot as wooded open space. 
6.)  (Amended 2009) (2009:14)  A density bonus of 15% above that indicated by the yield plan will 
be allowed for developments that will guarantee:   20% of the total number of units proposed 
within the development (including all units allowed by density bonuses) shall meet the 
requirements of the definition of workforce housing per RSA 674 as amended; 



 165 

Such designated workforce housing units shall be incorporated within the development as a 
whole (not clustered contiguously) and shall match the architectural characteristics of such 
development; 
Workforce housing units will be sold with deed restrictions and a recorded housing agreement 
that limit; 

a. For a period of 15 years renewable upon sale or transfer, the resale value of the unit is 
limited to not more than the purchase price plus two times the accumulated consumer 
price index;  

b. any workforce housing units will ensure that any purchasers of these units shall meet 
the income requirements of a median family income for the New Hampshire portion of 
the Portsmouth-Rochester NH-ME PMSA as published by the US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

7.) Every development seeking such bonuses shall provide the planning board with easements, 
covenants, or deed restrictions, which shall provide for the perpetual continuation of the 
performance standards, which are used in the granting of any bonus. Said easements, 
covenants, or deed restrictions shall be reviewed by qualified legal counsel on behalf of the 
town (at the developer’s expense) and approved by the planning board prior to the issuance of 
any final approval. 
8.) Where a final number is greater than .5, the density number may be rounded up to the next 
whole number. 
9.) In no event shall the total density bonus awarded exceed fifty percent (50%) of the yield 
plan baseline of conforming buildable lots. The Planning Board may adopt additional 
regulations that provide for density bonuses in accordance with this section. 

 
26.1.10 Standards for Approval: All standards below must be met or impacts mitigated to the 
satisfaction of the Planning Board prior to the granting of a Conditional Use Permit. 
 
a. The permit is in compliance with this ordinance and is in the public interest; 
 
b. There will be no greater diminution of neighboring property values than would be created under any 
other use or development permitted in the underlying zone; 
 
c. That there are no existing violations of the Greenland zoning ordinance on the subject property; 
 
d. That the character of the area shall not be adversely affected. This determination, to be made by the 
Planning Board, shall be made by considering the following aspects of the surrounding area: 

I. Consistency of Architecture: Except for single-family detached development, determined 
through analysis of the following: 
i. Roof pitches; 
ii. Siding types; 
iii. Architectural styles of residential structures; 
iv. Proportional aspects of facades, building locations on lots; 
II. Transportation: Determined through analysis of the following: 
i. Access for safety vehicles onto the site, within the site, and to individual houses; 
ii. Capacity of nearby and affected intersections, and transportation corridors; 
iii. Cost for municipality to maintain roadways; 
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iv. Layout, width, and construction of roadways on the site. 
III. Protection of Natural Resources: Determined through analysis of the following: 
i. Protection of environmentally sensitive areas, including but not limited to, wetlands, shore 
land buffers, wildlife corridors, significant groundwater resources, etc; 
ii. Maintenance of viewsheds and other visually appealing aspects of the site; 
IV. Protection of Cultural Resources: Determined through analysis of the following: 
i. Establishment of new and protecting existing trailways for travel; 
ii. Protection of historic buildings or significant historical landscapes; 
iii. Establishment, protection, and promotion for agricultural uses of the site. 

e. That granting the permit will not result in undue municipal expense; 
 
f. That the proposed development will be constructed in a manner compatible with the spirit and intent 
of the Greenland Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance; 
 
g. That the capacity of existing or planned community facilities and services (including streets and 
highways) will not be adversely impacted. Mitigation of these impacts by the developer can be 
properly considered in granting of a conditional use permit; 
 
h. That the general welfare of the Town will be protected; 

i. Landscaping or other appropriate buffers of sufficient opacity and materials shall be required 
if deemed reasonably necessary for the welfare of neighboring properties or the Town. 

 
26.2 Other Regulations Applicable: 
The Planning Board shall adopt sections of the Subdivision Regulations not preempted 
by this ordinance which shall apply to the Conservation Subdivision development, including the right 
to waive such regulations. Where not specifically pre-empted by the provisions of this ordinance the 
requirement that is more restrictive shall apply. The Planning Board shall determine if pre-emption is 
intended by the provisions of this ordinance, and/or what requirement that is to apply, is more 
restrictive. 
 
26.3 Minimum Open Space Requirements: In addition to the requirements of this section, the 
Planning Board may adopt regulations that prescribe additional criteria for Open Space parcels. 
 
26.3.1 The parcel must contain a minimum of fifty (50%) percent of the total land in the parcel 
dedicated as open space/conservation land. Forty (40%) percent of the minimum fifty (50%) percent of 
the open space/conservation land shall be contiguous. 
 
26.3.2 No more than fifteen (15%) percent of the required fifty (50%) percent  minimum of total land 
in the parcel that shall be dedicated as open space/conservation land may be wetlands as defined in the 
Town of Greenland’s Zoning ordinance. 
 
26.3.3 The minimum required open space is land unbuilt upon, which must be permanently kept in that 
condition, and cannot be subjected to current use taxation or discretionary easements. However, 
actively operated farmland, classified as "prime" or "unique" by the Rockingham County Conservation 
District will be entitled to current use taxation or discretionary easements. 
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 a. A common water well servicing an entire conservation subdivision development shall be 
permitted in the dedicated open space/conservation land. 
 
 b. Water wells located on individual building lots within a conservation subdivision may have a 
well radius that lies within the dedicated open space/conservation land.   
 
26.3.4 The open space and/or common area within a conservation subdivision development shall be 
owned by and bound by one or more of the following: 
 

a. Homeowners Association: May use it for common recreational facilities or may designate it 
as open space, or may grant a public body an Open Space Easement. 
 
b. A Public Body: Which, shall use it as conservation land or public open land. 
Such Designation must be made prior to approval of the subdivision application by the 
Planning Board; such lands shall be held in such type of legal entity as the Planning Board 
deems appropriate. 

 
26.3.5 Such land shall be preserved in perpetuity through deed restriction or conservation easement, 
and designated on the approved and recorded plat. Such restriction shall be approved by the Planning 
Board and Town Counsel. 
 
26.4 General Requirements: 
 
26.4.1 Uses: 
Only residential uses not including cottage industries shall be permitted in the Conservation 
Subdivision developments. 

a. Single-family Detached Homes: Are permitted. 
b. Two family Dwelling Units (duplexes): Shall be permitted up to a unit count of 15% of the 
total allowable lots under the conventional subdivision yield plan. These are units that are 
structurally joined and share walls with no yard between units. 

 
26.4.2 Setbacks and Other Dimensions: 
a. All buildable lots within the conservation subdivision shall be at least 15,000 square feet in size and 
be able to contain an individual septic system within each lot. 
b. The following frontage requirements shall apply: 

i Each single-family lot or unit shall have 75' of frontage on interior roadways. 
ii. Duplex units, sharing a common wall shall have 125' of frontage. 

c. All developments shall contain some form of lot delineation or lines that designate a reasonable 
amount of land attributable to each particular structure. 
d. The following setbacks shall apply to all residential structures within the development: 

i Setbacks from exterior property lines of the entire parcel shall be 25' for single-family 
detached units, with an additional 15' per unit for two family dwelling units (e.g. 2 unit attached 
= 40'); 
ii. 30' setback from the edge of pavement for roadways within, and part of, the development; 
iii. 40' structural separation for all single-family unit structures within the development, subject 
however to 8.4.2.a.ii 
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iv. 50' structural setback for duplex units from all other structures; 
v. 10' structural setback from all lot lines exclusive of 8.4.2c.i 

 
26.4.3. Utilities: All utilities serving the development shall be underground. The 
Planning Board may waive the requirement for underground utilities along lengthy entrance roads that 
are visually separated from the clustered housing units. The Planning Board may not waive this 
requirement within the network of the development. 
 
26.5 Expiration: 
Any Conditional Use Permit shall expire if active and substantial development or building has not 
begun on the site by the owner or the owner's successor in interest in accordance with the approved 
plat within 12 months after recording the approved plan with the Rockingham Registry of Deeds. As 
part of its approval of a plat or plan, the Planning Board may, with due regard to the scope and details 
of a particular project, specify the threshold level of work which shall constitute "active and substantial 
development or building" for purposes of fulfilling this paragraph. In such cases, a new application for 
a Conditional Use Permit must be completed. 
 
26.6 Conditions: 
The Planning Board may impose higher standards than allowed by this Section when they determine 
that because of special site and land conditions, an adverse impact would be created by allowing 
development to be built to the standards delineated in this Section. 
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ARTICLE XXVII 

A. 

SMALL WIND ENERGY SYSTEMS ORDINANCE 
(Adopted 2009) (2009:15) 

 
Purpose

 
This small wind energy systems ordinance is enacted in accordance with RSA 674:62-66, and 
the purposes outlined in RSA 672:1-III-a.  The purpose of this ordinance is to accommodate 
small wind energy systems in appropriate locations, while protecting the public’s health, safety 
and welfare.  In addition, this ordinance provides a permitting process for small wind energy 
systems to ensure compliance with the provisions of the requirements and standards established 
herein. 

 

: 

B. Definitions
 
Fall zone:  The potential fall area for the small wind energy system.  It is measured by using 110% of 
the total height as the radius around the center point of the base of the tower. 
  
Flicker:  The moving shadow created by the sun shining on the rotating blades of the wind turbine. 
 
Meteorological tower (met tower):  Includes the tower, base plate, anchors, guy wires and hardware, 
anemometers (wind speed indicators), wind direction vanes, booms to hold equipment for 
anemometers and vanes, data loggers, instrument wiring, and any telemetry devices that are used to 
monitor or transmit wind speed and wind flow characteristics over a period of time for either 
instantaneous wind information or to characterize the wind resource at a given location. For the 
purpose of this ordinance, met towers shall refer only to those whose purpose are to analyze the 
environmental factors needed to assess the potential to install, construct or erect a small wind energy 
system. 
 
Net metering:  The difference between the electricity supplied over the electric distribution system 
and the electricity generated by the small wind energy system which is fed back into the electric 
distribution system over a billing period. 
 
Power grid:  The transmission system, managed by ISO New England, created to balance the supply 
and demand of electricity for consumers in New England. 
  
Shadow:  The outline created on the surrounding area by the sun shining on the small wind energy 
system. 
 
Small wind energy system:  A wind energy conversion system consisting of a wind turbine, a tower, 
and associated control or conversion electronics, which has a rated capacity of 100 kilowatts or less 
and will be used primarily for onsite consumption. 
 
Tower:  The monopole or guyed monopole structure that supports a wind turbine. 
 

: 
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Total height:  The vertical distance from ground level to the tip of the wind turbine blade when it is at 
its highest point. 
 
Tower height:  The height above grade of the fixed portion of the tower, excluding the wind turbine. 
 
Wind turbine:  The blades and associated mechanical and electrical conversion components mounted 
on top of the tower whose purpose is to convert kinetic energy of the wind into rotational energy used 
to generate electricity. 
 
C. Procedure for Review
 

1. Building Permit: Small wind energy systems and met towers are an accessory use 
permitted in all zoning districts where structures of any sort are allowed. No small wind 
energy system shall be erected, constructed, or installed without first receiving a 
building permit from the building inspector. A building permit shall be required for any 
physical modification to an existing small wind energy system. Met towers that receive 
a building permit shall be permitted on a temporary basis not to exceed 3 years from the 
date the building permit was issued. 

2. Application. Applications submitted to the building inspector shall contain a site plan 
with the following information: 
 

 

: 

i) Property lines and physical dimensions of the applicant’s property. 
 
ii) Location, dimensions, and types of existing major structures on the 

property. 
 
iii) Location of the proposed small wind energy system, foundations, guy 

anchors and associated equipment. 
 
iv) Setback requirements as outlined in this ordinance. 
 
v) The right-of-way of any public road that is contiguous with the property. 
 
vi) Any overhead utility lines. 
 
vii) Small wind energy system specifications, including manufacturer, 

model, rotor diameter, tower height, tower type (freestanding or guyed), 
nameplate generation capacity. 

 
viii) If the small wind energy system will be connected to the power grid, 

documentation shall be provided regarding the notification of the intent 
with the utility regarding the applicant’s installation of a small wind 
energy system. 

 
ix) Tower foundation blueprints or drawings. 
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x) Tower blueprint or drawings. 
 
xi) Sound level analysis prepared by the wind turbine manufacturer or 

qualified engineer. 
 
xii) Electrical components in sufficient detail to allow for a determination 

that the manner of installation conforms to the NH State Building Code.  
 

xiii) Evidence of compliance or non-applicability with Federal Aviation 
Administration requirements. 

 
xiv) List of abutters to the applicant’s property. 
 

D. Standards

 
1. Setbacks: Small wind energy system shall be set back a distance equal to 110% of the 
total height from: 

 
a) Any public road right-of-way, unless written permission is 

granted by the governmental entity with jurisdiction over the 
road. 

b) Any overhead utility lines. 
c) All property lines, unless the affected land owner provides 

written permission through a recorded easement allowing the 
small wind energy system’s fall zone to overlap with the abutting 
property. 

d) Any travel ways to include but not be limited to driveways, 
parking lots, nature trails or sidewalks. 

e) Small wind energy systems must meet all setbacks for principal 
structures for the zoning district in which the system is located. 

f) The setback shall be measured to the center of the tower’s base. 
g) Guy wires used to support the tower are exempt from the small 

wind energy system setback requirements. 
 

:The building inspector shall evaluate the application for compliance with the 
following standards; 

2. Tower: 
 

a) Wind turbines may only be attached to freestanding or guy wired 
monopole towers.  Lattice towers are explicitly prohibited. 

 
b) The tower height shall not exceed 150 feet. 

 
c) The applicant shall provide evidence that the proposed tower 

height does not exceed the height recommended by the 
manufacturer of the wind turbine. 
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3. Sound Level:  The small wind energy system shall not exceed 60 decibels using 

the A scale (dBA), as measured at the property line, except during short-term 
events such as severe wind storms and utility outages. 

 
 

4. Shadowing/Flicker:  Small wind energy systems shall be sited in a manner that 
does not result in significant shadowing or flicker impacts.  The applicant has 
the burden of proving that this effect does not have significant adverse impact 
on neighboring or adjacent uses either through siting or mitigation. 

 
5. Signs:All signs, both temporary and permanent, are prohibited on the small wind 

energy system, except as follows: 
 

a) Manufacturer’s or installer’s identification on the wind turbine. 
b) Appropriate warning signs and placards. 

 
6. Code Compliance:  The small wind energy system shall comply with all 

applicable sections of the New Hampshire State Building Code. 
 

7. Aviation:  The small wind energy system shall be built to comply with all 
applicable Federal Aviation Administration including but not limited to 14 
C.F.R. part 77, subpart B regarding installations close to airports, and the New 
Hampshire Aviation regulations, including but not limited to RSA 422-b and 
RSA 424.   

 
8. Visual Impacts:  It is inherent that small wind energy systems may pose some 

visual impacts due to the tower height needed to access the wind resources.  The 
purpose of this section is to reduce the visual impacts, without restricting the 
owner’s access to the wind resources. 

 
a) The applicant shall demonstrate through project site planning and 

proposed mitigation that the small wind energy system’s visual 
impacts will be minimized for surrounding neighbors and the 
community.  This may include, but not be limited to information 
regarding site selection, turbine design or appearance, buffering, 
and screening of ground mounted electrical and control 
equipment.  All electrical conduits shall be underground. 

 
b) The color of the small wind energy system shall either be the 

stock color from the manufacturer or painted with a non-
reflective, unobtrusive color that blends in with the surrounding 
environment. 

 
c) A small wind energy system shall not be artificially lit unless 

such lighting is required by the Federal Aviation Administration 
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(FAA).  If lighting is required, the applicant shall provide a copy 
of the FAA determination to establish the required markings 
and/or lights for the small wind energy system. 

 
9. Utility Connection:  If the proposed small wind energy system is to be 

connected to the power grid through net metering, it shall adhere to RSA 
362-A:9. 

 
10. Access: 

 
a) All ground mounted electrical and control equipment shall be 

labeled and secured to prevent unauthorized access. 
 

b) The tower shall be designed and installed so as to not provide 
step bolts, lattice, or a ladder readily accessible to the public for a 
minimum height of 8 feet above the ground. 

 
 

11. Approved Wind Turbines:  The manufacturer and model of the wind turbine to 
be used in the proposed small wind energy system must have been approved by 
the California Energy Commission or the New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority, or a similar list approved by the State of New 
Hampshire, if available. 

 
12. Clearing:  Clearing of natural vegetation shall be limited to that which is 

necessary for the construction, operation and maintenance of the small wind 
energy system and as otherwise prescribed by applicable laws, regulations, and 
ordinances. 

 
E. Abandonment
 

1. At such time that a small wind energy system is scheduled to be abandoned or 
discontinued, the applicant will notify the Building Inspector by certified U.S. mail of 
the proposed date of abandonment or discontinuation of operations. 

 
2. Upon abandonment or discontinuation of use, the owner shall physically remove the 

small wind energy system within 90 days from the date of abandonment or 
discontinuation of use.  This period may be extended at the request of the owner and at 
the discretion of the Building Inspector.  “Physically remove” shall include, but not be 
limited to: 

 
a) Removal of the wind turbine and tower and related above grade structures. 
 
b) Restoration of the location of the small wind energy system to its natural 

condition, except that any landscaping, grading or below-grade foundation may 
remain in the after-conditions. 

: 
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3. In the event that an applicant fails to give such notice, the system shall be considered 

abandoned or discontinued if the system is out-of-service for a continuous 12-month 
period.  After the 12 months of inoperability, the Building Inspector may issue a Notice 
of Abandonment to the owner of the small wind energy system.  The owner shall have 
the right to respond to the Notice of Abandonment within 30 days from Notice receipt 
date. After review of the information provided by the owner, the Building Inspector shall 
determine if the small wind energy system has been abandoned. If it is determined that 
the small wind energy system has not been abandoned, the building inspector shall 
withdraw the Notice of Abandonment and notify the owner of the withdrawal.  

 
4. If the owner fails to respond to the Notice of Abandonment or if after review by the 

Building Inspector it is determined that the small wind energy system has been 
abandoned or discontinued, the owner of the small wind energy system shall remove the 
wind turbine and tower at the owner’s sole expense within 3 months of receipt of the 
Notice of Abandonment.  If the owner fails to physically remove the small wind energy 
system after the Notice of Abandonment procedure, the building inspector may pursue 
legal action to have the small wind energy system removed at the owner’s expense. 

 
 
F. Violation
 
It is unlawful for any person to construct, install, or operate a small wind energy system that is not in 
compliance with this ordinance.  Small wind energy systems installed prior to the adoption of this 
ordinance are exempt from this ordinance except when modifications are proposed to the small wind 
energy system. 
 

: 

G. Penalties
 
Any person who fails to comply with any provision of this ordinance or a building permit issued 
pursuant to this ordinance shall be subject to enforcement and penalties as allowed by NH Revised 
Statutes Annotated Chapter 676:17. 
 

: 



 176 

This Page intentionally left blank 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 177 

This Page intentionally left blank 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 178 

 
 

This Page intentionally left blank 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 179 

APPENDIX A:  ZONING DISTRICT DESCRIPTIONS 
(Repeal & Re-adopt 2011:17) 

       
3.2.1.1 The Commercial and Industrial Districts outlined on the Official Town Zoning Map are 

defined below using 2010 property tax map and parcel numbers. All properties not listed 
below, or depicted on the Official Zoning Map shall be considered to be located within the 
Residential District: 

 
3.2.1.2 Commercial District A is defined using 2010 Property Tax Map and Parcel numbers for 

each property located within this district. 
 

The following is a  list of properties located within Commercial District A: Tax map R-21 
Lots 1, 1A, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 10 B-H, 10J-10T, 12, 13, 14, 57, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64; Tax 
map R-18 Lots 37, 38, 39, 41, 42; Tax map R-17 Lots 2, 3, 59, 60, 61, 62, 62A, 62B, 63, 
64, 65, 66, 67; Tax Map R-10 Lots 8, 9, 25; Tax map U-4 Lots 1, 2, 2A, 3, 4, 5, 5A, 5B, 6, 
8, 8A, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 23A, 24, 25, 27, 29; Tax Map U-
5 Lots 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 26A; Tax 
Map U-6 Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 47, 48, 49, 50, 62, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68; Tax Map U-7 Lot 10. This 
commercial district also includes a strip of land that abuts the Greenland/Rye Town 
Boundaries, Breakfast Hill Road and is measured 400 feet from the centerline of Route 1 
(Lafayette Road).  
 

3.2.1.3 Commercial District B is defined using 2010 Property Tax Map and Parcel numbers for 
each property located within this district. 

 
The following is a list of properties located within Commercial District B: Tax Map R-20 
Lots 10, 13, 14A, 14B. 

 
3.2.1.4 Commercial District C is defined using 2010 Property Tax Map and Parcel numbers for 

each property located within this district. 
 
The following is a list of properties located within Commercial District C: Tax Map R-21 
Lots 43, 44, 44A, 44B, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 54, 55, 55, 55A, 56, 58, 65, 65A, 66, 67.  

 
3.2.1.5 Industrial District is defined using 2010 Property Tax Map and Parcel numbers for each 

property located within this zone. 
 

The following is a list of properties located within the Industrial District: Tax Map R-20 
Lots 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 6A, 8, 16; Tax Map R-21 Lot 52. 
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APPENDIX B: FLOOD INSURANCE RESOLUTION 
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INSERT GREENLAND Zoning Map 
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